Membership Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each month at 1900 hrs at the Marine House
located at 3758 Pulliam Dr., Louisville, KY 40269. Learn more about the Detachment at
kentuckianamarines.org. Do not send mail to this address.
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News of the Detachment
July notes the seating of the newly
elected officers for 2022-2023. Lets greet
their first general membership meeting with
a full house.
*************************************
Many of us have accumulated Challenge
Coins over time. The Hard Charger would
like to have an article on your favorite
Challenge Coin. Picking one may be difficult
so if you could send a photo of you one and
no more than two coins please send a photo
to william101146@gmail.com. If we get
enough photos, we will have two issues
displaying the coin.
*************************************
Articles for the Hard Charger
Articles of interest are always appreciated. It
is requested that they be submitted in Word
Document and NO LATER than the 20th of
each month. Ed.

Coming events:
Louisville BATS Navy-Marine Appreciation Day July 10
St. Joseph’s Children Home Picnic/ Booth Sponsor. Saturday August 13th

Coming Events :
Board Meeting: July 13, 2022, 1630 hrs
Members Meeting: July 18,2022, 1900 hrs
Members Meeting: July 18 is Awards Night
Members Meeting: August 15 is Pizza
Night

Commandant’s Corner
THANK YOU for your trust and confidence in my abilities to lead this detachment. I must give
credit to my wife, Sally, for telling me to run for office. I thought about this in year’s past but never
seemed to move forward because I just thought it wasn’t the right time. Sally overheard a phone
conversation I had in April and afterwards, walked in and said, “it’s time.” Now, you have the rest
of the story.” (Paul Harvey’s Voice)
From that moment in April, I met with and discussed several things with former Commandants,
and MCL members; so that we were ready to roll today. I want to thank each of those people I
met with for your wisdom, mentorship, and most of all – your true honest opinions.

At the General Membership meeting, any information not covered from the Board of Trustees
that comes up after the meeting was held will be updated by those particular leaders during the
business portion of the meeting. Once the business meeting is closed, any and all information
from thereon will be published in the Hard Charger. Keep the Adjutant informed of any mailing
address changes, telephone numbers, and email addresses so that we may stay in touch with
you.
Volunteering. Some of our members have done more than enough already and believe me, I am in
awe of your service to the Marine Corps League. Some volunteering can be accomplished by simply
serving on committees and using that great thing between your ears called a brain housing group. At the
General Membership meeting in June, I proposed a slate of appointed officers to serve in various roles
and I am asking for your support to fill in some gaps.
Our focus of main effort is to have a minimum of two people serving as Chair and Co-Chair, and
then, having at least one or two more members serving on a committee. DO NOT WAIT for me
to call upon you but rather YOU CALL ME NOW. We have the Building Committee (Bart Leist),
Social Committee (Richard Schmidt), Investment Committee (Jerry McCandless), Budget
Committee (Dan Haddix), and an Audit Committee (Phil Hughes). These Chairs (in Parenthesis)
are possibly looking for a few more so that each team has at least four people. Committees meet
on their own and decide a course of action and sends that recommendation to the full board of
trustees for them to deliberate and vote. That is how we operate and take care of business. SO,
PLEASE GIVE US A CALL TODAY.
Commandants Corner cont. from next page

Commandants Corner cont. from previous page

I can write forever but will close this long-winded month’s corner down with the following: As I tell
people when talking about Toys for Tots, you will never hear me refer to it as my or I but rather
our and we. No one person is better than the other. Yes, we all have differences of opinions about
life, religion, politics, and most of you have probably had differences of opinions with your own
children or family members. However, we very few, our brothers and sisters, who served are either
Marines, FMF Corpsmen, or FMF Chaplains. And, technically, WE ARE A FAMILY. I would call it
a multi-generational family but we are one. I am certain as I know to this day that there are people
who may dislike other Marine Corps League members. You may be mad, sad, upset, or even
angry with them BUT I, and no one else, can determine how you feel about a person. ONLY YOU
CAN. And, it is your choice to stay the way you are or set aside your differences, make peace, and
move forward. WE have done amazing things while we were in the uniformed services. LET’S DO
amazing things in this last and final ride because none of us know when that may be. SEMPER
FIDELIS – Cletis

On August 15th, Pizza Night, we will have a special program which is a two-part series with the Founding
President of the Kentucky Military Historians and Collectors Association, INC, Retired LtCol Kevin Combs,
United States Army, which is a non-profit, public charity, working on the funding and development of the
Kentucky Military Museum Project to be built in or around Jefferson County, KY.

Then, at another General Membership meeting (TBD), LtCol Combs will return and provide a
technology talk on 31 examples of specific engineering technological advances in US Military Long
Arms that have occurred between 1750 and today. After the presentation attendees may be more
familiar with the design, fit, function, operation and range distance capabilities developed over a
long history of technological advances. Included is information about matchlock, flint ignition,
percussion cap ignition, the conversion to center fire cartridge through trapdoor and early bolt
operated systems to the evolution of gas operated systems along with why changes in barrel
length and construction occurred. This presentation allows attendees to view original US military
long arms of historical and technological significance spanning 271 years.
Both presentations will be about 40-45 minutes and there will be plenty of time for a Q&A session.

• July 7,1941 The 1st Marine Brigade lands in Reykjavik to prevent the islands occupation by German use
•
•
•
•

as a Naval or air base
July 11, 1798 President Adams signs the act re-establishing a United States Marine Corps under the
Constitution
July 13, 2001 1st Lt Vernice Armour earns her wings thus becoming the first African American aviator
July 24, 1944 The V Amphibious Corps lands on Tinian in the Mariana Islands
July 27, 1953 The Korean War Armistice is signed in Panmunjom

So many times we hear from folks this question “ was it in the newsletter?”. Every
time they are told “yes, didn’t you read it? ” Admittedly, not all in the Hard Charger
is related to Detachment events. But- just maybe there is. Please READ it, sort
what you need to know from everything else and then go back later and reread. Ed.

Detachment member returns from Honor Flight
June 2, Bob LeBlond made his Honor Flight with his granddaughter who was his Guardian.
An early arrival and late return made for a long but unforgettable trip. Below are photos of
his return as he was greeted by Detachment members.

Have You Submitted Your
Dues?
Pro-cras-ti-nate (Verb) delay or postpone action
Members, we started out great but there are many that have not renewed. You
should have received a paid return envelope for your convenience. Our goal is to
have 100% renewals. The expiration date of renewal memberships is August 1.
Dues have not increased unlike many other items we are facing today. We have a
lot going on and more to come. Please submit your dues ASAP. The Detachment
address can be found at the end of the newsletter and are $35.00

We have had three honor flights in the past eight weeks and four of our members,
Al Broussard, Bob LeBlond, Brenda Moore and Mary Broussard were honored. Hundreds of
people met them at the airport in Washington DC as they arrived and began their day to visit
our nation’s memorials. People wrote cards and letters to thank them for their service. They
returned to Kentucky where the crowds of people welcomed them home with cheers and
applause. It was a day of many emotions, reminding them that people in America still care
and appreciate their service.
Each of our four veterans have stories to tell of their time in the service. They have never
stopped serving even after their active duty.
The funds from the honor flight come from private donations from individuals and from
companies that recognize the sacrifices of veterans. All veterans regardless of rank or service
time are deserving of the honor flight.
History was made this June 11 when for the first time an all women’s Honor Flight left
Kentucky. Our Brenda Moore and Mary Broussard were among them. Hundreds of us waited
for them to return home and we all cheered and cried in gratitude as they were greeted with
flowers and applause.
It is all summed up in a common phrase we hear in our daily lives from our community.
“Thank you for your Service”.
Hebrews 3:16 “ do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such sacrifices
God is pleased.

Richard Schmidt
Chaplain, Marine Corps League

https:www.kentuckianamarines.org
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July
Birthdays
These are the Detachment July
Birthdays, When you see these
firecrackers tell them Happy Birthday,

James
Riggs, Jr. July 3
Frederick Moore
July 13
Brian
Monroe July 13
Kenneth Robertson July 15
Mark
Dobbs
July 15
Herbert Warren July 16
Richard Cook III July 18
Whitener July 20
Tom

Patrick Beam
July
Joseph Jones, Jr.
July
C. J,
Wychulis
July
Ernest Bivin
July
Douglas Hall
July
Bruce Kapfhammer July
James Thompson July
Darien Kearns
July

22
23
25
26
27
28
29
31

July 18 @ 1900 Hours is the Detachment Awards evening. This is a special
night and we are asking to wear Red jacket, black trousers, white shirt w/tie.
Otherwise please dress business casual. We are also asking that if you have a
favorite dessert or hors d'oeuvres to share it would be appreciated.

Operation HERoes Honor Flight
June 11, 2022 marked the first all female Honor Flight for the State of
Kentucky. Detachment members Brenda Moore and Mary Broussard and
former Detachment member Susan Vogedes were on the flight. Congats to
them. They even got a 21 gun salute at the Iwo Jima Memorial. Far right is
Phoebe Riner who met the ladies at the Womens in Service memorial. The
ladies also want to thank the MCL Members who sent notes for the Mail Call.
A big shout out to Phil Hughes, Jerry McCandless, Richard Schmidt, Bob Wolf
and CJ Wychulis for driving to join our arrival. That was one of the biggest
highlights of a day full of events.

Installation of Officers for Fiscal Year 2022-2023
During the Membership meeting June 20, the oath of
office was given to the elected officers for year 20222023. CJ Wychulis as Judge Advocate, Ramon Turner as
Sr. Vice and Cletis Evans as Commandant. Jon Atchison
was absent due to health issues and will be given his
oath at a later date. Bob Cross gave the oath of office.
Pictured left to right are Bob Cross, CJ Wychulis,
Ramon Turner and Cletis Evans.

New Members Given Oath of Membership
The June membership meeting also noted the oath of two Marines. The oath
was given by Commandant Dan Haddix. When you see these men please greet
them as the brother Marines they are. Each of them gave an overview of their
active duty .

Robert McClurkin

Marine Corps League
PO Box 991367
Louisville, KY 40269-1367

Mark Harris

