Membership Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each month at 1900 hrs at the Marine House
located at 3758 Pulliam Dr., Louisville, KY 40269. Learn more about the Detachment at
kentuckianamarines.org
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News of the Detachment
Can you believe it is 2021. So much and yet so
little has happened in 2020. We had a most
successful Rifle Raffle, there is the past nine
months of the pandemic and we are
wondering when it will end. Rifle Honor
Details still are ongoing and we have had
limited visitations. As a fellowship and league
we are still wondering when the Detachment
will be able to open up in person meetings.
We miss that. Lets not forget that we are
strong and enduring through challenges that
may be coming our way. Semper Fidelus,
Marines and Marine Families.

**************************
Later in this issue are photos of Detachment
729. They are “vintage” based on each
members service time. One might say a travel
back in time. If you would like to participate
send photo to the newsletter editor.

Coming Events
Detachment Board Meeting: To be announced
Detachment Membership meeting: Delayed to Covid safe distancing requirements

Marine Corps League 729
Detachment 729
Louisville, KY
40299-1367
ATT: Newsletter Editor

Are you wondering what this is about? Well, your help is needed on
this one. Lets first explain. The past nine months we have been on a
lockdown because of COVID-19. We have to be careful when we go
out to avoid getting sick and/or spreading the virus. We have been
somewhat homebound. Incarcerated. Here is the deal. Either by
email or snail mail, send the Newsletter Editor a photo of your early
days in the Marine Corps. We would like to publish several each
month and then the challenge will be to match the photo with a
name. Remember, the success depends on YOU to send a photo so
we can begin with the January Hard Charger. If no internet send via
the Detachment address noted to the left. Remember, the success of
this depends on you. Thanks to those photos already received.

As the December Hard Charger is about to be emailed,
thoughts are still lingering of the past nine months. Covid
has restricted much of we call normal and we wonder when
“normal” will return. Think positive and be safe. The New
Year will have much to offer,
With that being said, Happy New Year.

Toys for Tots 2020 has been
affected by the COVID Virus as
well. Certain ways of doing
things had to change. What did
not change was the enthusiasm
of how Detachment 729 handled
it. Here are some photos taken
recently

Pictured loading TFT boxes are Mike
Smith (L) and Phil Hughes (R)

Receiving Toys from an
optometrist are Phil Hughes and
Mike Smith.

Presentation of check to Toys for Tots by L G & E

In giving thoughts to those members of our Detachment who have passed in
2020 we think of these Marines. This past year we have lost eleven of our
Marie members who have joined Heaven’s detachment. Their work, their lobor
and their endurance are not forgotten as their memories live on in the legacy of
the Marine Corps League. Let us take a moment to Honor them.

Oscar Codey

Robert Ebert

Charles Farmer

Jerry Wayne Hester

George Rectenwald Clarence Smith John Stephens Dennis Stewart
Ray Stoess John M. Loudermilk Joseph E. Bopp

……a moment in time……
Photographs are a moment in time. They capture so much, who we are, who we were,
what we may have been thinking or doing. They are US. With that being said, it is
with deep appreciation to those who submitted photographs of their “ moment in
time”. This issue of the Hard Charger is dedicated to our Detachment membership
and their “vintage” moments. Over the next few issues of the Hard Charger we will
offer photographs and hope that a few more may come. The challenge will be to see
if you can identify those members. Some may be new and added to our roster since
the Pandemic, but never the less, we have their “moment” in time as well..
Al ways Faithful, Honor, Commitment, Courage

Pictured above in no particular order is Richard Schmidt, Ed Armento, Jerry McCandless and
Bud Apple. Their service to God, Country and the Corps is appreciated.

The newest Eagle Scout is

Alex Welch,
Troop 100 Mt Washington KY, received MCL
Good Citizenship Award. Court of Honor was held
5 Dec. 20 at Camp Crooked Creek, Shepherdville,
KY. He is pictured here with Detachment member
Mike Smith.

,

,

God is in Control
As we look back on the year 2020 who would have known what was going to
happen. Its true that hindsight is 2020. Most of us have had to make some
significant adjustments to what was once the norms in our life.
We have gained an appreciation for many of the things we took for granted. We
have had to deny ourselves things that we thought were really important. After 10
months of this new norm many of us have discovered a new set of priorities.
We can speculate about what’s coming in 2021 but none of us really know. We
react to situations as they happen but we can only see what’s in front of us at any
given time. The God of the universe is in control of everything. He knows the
beginning and the end of every situation.
As we begin our new year perhaps there will be some changes in how we live our
lives. I hope that people will continue to pray and seek God.

Psalm 46:1 “God is our refuge and strength, always ready to help in times of
trouble.”

Richard Schmidt
Chaplain MCL

Lets
CELEBRATE
these
birthdays

5

Dodson
Scott
Broussard Mary
Simpson, Jr.. Charles
Hack
Randall L.
Medley
Joseph
Bradford
Donald
Schmidt
Richard
Auslander Robert
Sims
Russell

1
5
5
10
10
10
11
11
12

Gittings
Bloom
Wells, Jr.
Doss
Dewees III
Geahr, Jr.
Peyton
Cease, Jr.
LaDouceur,
Jr.

Stephen 13
Joseph 15
John
16
Hugh 21
Robert 22
Art
24
John
24
Philip 24
Hank 31

Marines in History
• 1942 Lt Col Vernon Gymon takes command of
the first glider unit
• 1991 Start of Operation Desert Storm
• 1918 1st Aeronautical Company arrives in
Azores during WW I
• 1990 Operation Just Cause in Panama
concludes
• 1922 Marines from 8th & I assist in roof
collapse from heavy snow at the Knickerbocker
Theater in Washington DC

The Marines Have Landed, Again
This time the war zone is the COVID Virus. The cargo was the
Pfizer vaccine. December 17, 2020, Huston Mills piloting a UPS
cargo plane arrived at The Louisville Muhammad Ali
International Airport, UPS hub with the first delivery of the
vaccine. Mills began his career while at Wabash College where he
joined the Marine Corps in 1985 as a Marine Corps officer and F18 fighter pilot. He served as an air combat tactics instructor and
supported ground troops in the Persian Gulf War as a forward air
controller during Operations Desert Shield/ Desert Storm. Mills
has over 100 aircraft carrier landings to his credit.
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He joined UPS in 1994 as a DC-8 flight engineer. Last year Mills
was promoted to Vice President of Flight Operations where he
oversees the flight and safety related operations of UPS. Mills
stated that while humbled at the opportunity to deliver the first
vaccines the flight was not about him but the end of the virus
and everyone who is working to find a cure as well as the first
responders and saving the lives. In addition to his duties at UPS,
Huston has served as President of the Marine Corps
Coordinating Council since 2012 and is a current member of the
national Toys for Tots Foundation Board of Directors.
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