Membership Meetings are held on the 3rd Monday of each month at 1900 hrs at the Marine House
located at 3758 Pulliam Dr., Louisville, KY 40269. Learn more about the Detachment at
kentuckianamarines.org
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News of the Detachment
If you have been receiving the Hard Charger
by regular USPS and have an email please let
us know. Why, you ask. Well you get a
colorized copy and it is much more enjoyable
to read.
______________________________________
If you have computer access you might think
about joining our members only Face Book
page at
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1359167
14506908/members/. Copy and Paste or click.
_____________________________________
By now, you should have seen a email version
of a Mid Month Detachment up date. Due to
postage concerns, it will ONLY be email.

Coming Events
Detachment Board Meeting: To be announced
Detachment Membership meeting: This is still put on hold due to COVID-19 precautions.
Update on this later.

Purple Heart Day, August 7
While not a national holiday, businesses are still open and
people go about their usual activities for the day. It is hoped
that some will consider those who have received this medal
awarded to those injured during battle as well as those who
have fallen.
First created on August 7, 1782 by the Commander in Chief of the Continental Army
George Washington it was known as the Badge of Military Merit. It was awarded to those
who were either wounded or paid the price with their lives. Only three known soldiers
were known to have received this honor.
On February 22, 1932, Washington’s 200th birthday the US War Department announced
the creation of the “Order of the Purple Heart”.
The Purple Heart is awarded to those who have fallen, wounded or suffered maltreatment
as prisoners of war.
We need to Honor those who have fallen as well as those who are still with us today. If
you know of someone who is a recipient of the Purple Heart, think of the sacrifice they
gave as well as all of the recipients.

Korean War Armistice
July 27 is the date of the Korean War Armistice. Please
take time to think of these warriors. This conflict
received very little media coverage. While giving
thought think of those who endured other wars for
our freedoms.

Happy belated birthday to Bruce Kapfhamer. Our apologies
for missing his birthday. We shall try to get this right for
next year. His birthday was July 28.
We also apologize to Carson Milligan whose birthday was
July 25.
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Here’s a
birthday Kiss
for my birthday
buddies
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Rifle Raffle-Veterans Helping
Veterans
Members, we have a call for help with the Veterans Helping Veterans Rifle
Raffle. Steps have been taken to ensure a safe process when setting up the
tables at arranged locations. If you don’t feel safe due to the Covid 19
Virus, it is understood. Contact Mike Smith @ 8057203352 or
cwosmith@hotmail.com
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You should have received by now your dues renewal notice in the mail by now if you are
a yearly renewal member. Please remember to provide any updated information so we
can update our information and provide National the same, particularly with regard to
receiving the Semper Fi magazine. ( and not to forget to mention those address labels we
receive) Also, if you have been receiving the Hard Charger via USPS snail mail and now
have a email address please advise so we can send you the colorized copy. IF you have
not received the Monthly Hard Charger please contact The Newsletter Editor as noted
above. Take care and Semper Fi.

Rifle Raffle for 2020
The 2020 Rifle Raffle is underway. There were two tables set the weekend of July 11.
Pictured below to the left are Mike Smith and John Bishop at Louisville Armory. To the
right are Bud Apple and Ric Borders at the Shelbyville Rural King. All precautions for a
safe COVID-19 event were taken. The proceeds are for Veterans for Veterans. Help is
always appreciated. Plans have been under way and the expectation is for a grand , er, a
Garand success. That’s right we are raffling off a M1 Garand. Look for a copy of the flyer
elsewhere that will explain all of the prizes. The more help, the better the success of
this worthy endeavor to benefit our Veterans.
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The Last Stand of Fox Company
August 20 ,1952 marks the date Colonel ( then Captain ) Bill Barber, Company Commander of Fox
Company 2nd battalion 7th marine regiment received his Medal of Honor for actions in the Chosin
Reservoir in December 1950. President Truman presented him the CMOH.
Barber was a Kentucky native . The book “ The Last Stand of Fox Company “ is the story of among
other things how Barber & Fox company held the Toktong pass open so the balance of the 5th & 7th
Marines ( 8000 + ) could pass through to join up with the Chesty’s First Marine Regiment in their fight to
the sea .
Several years ago on a July 4th Tom Varley a Chosin survivor now deceased & a league member ,
our Chaplain Rick Schmidt & myself had the privilege to go to the dedication of the monument to
Captain Barber commentating that battle . The monument is in West Point ,Ky.
The theme is “ we shall hold “ and the story behind that is Fox company was surrounded by a
regiment of Chinese & Barber was told to pull off the pass to save his own marines .He refused and
instead said “ we shall hold “ AND hold they did . Only 82 Marines of Fox company were able to
ultimately march out. It’s a very inspiring story . A funny side light of our visit that day was they gave a
flag to the youngest & oldest veteran there that day . Tom Varley was the oldest & on our Chaplain Rick
Schmidt was the youngest . So only old soldiers & no pups that day .
Article submitted by Past Detachment Commandant Jerry McCandless
Ed. Note: We have this book in the Detachment library. Should anyone be interested in the book, contact
a Board Member and we can meet you at Marine House and retrieve it for you. It is also available thru
Amazon.

Movie Contest
This writer recently watched a movie and there was a line that reminded me of the COVID-19
virus that has us all quarantined or at least greatly reduced in our activities. The first person
that guesses this quote gets a Mission BBQ free sandwich. Here goes.
“Hope is a good thing, maybe the best of things, and no good thing ever dies.”
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And, the winner is : Jim Crane with an answer of Shawshank Redemption.

Photographic History
Pictured left is a battalion of Marines as
they parade past the Commandants
House in Washington. Circa 1864. The
band is far left and the drummer boys
center
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Detachment
Library Update

We have recently received a copy of a book written by Ret. Col. David J. Willis,
USMC. It is about the History of Marine Corps Competitive Marksmanship. It is
Vol. II ( 1960-2010 ). This writer called Col. Willis and he gave me some insight to the
book. If anyone is interested, contact the Newsletter Editor for how to purchase.
Works are in the plan which takes time. If you are interested in the history of Marine
Corps Marksmanship, this IS the book to read.

j. Willis

I have occasion to talk with my older friends about a question that many have pondered.
Where do you go when you die? Some say that when you die that is the end while others
say they really don’t know. The Bible tells us that we have God’s promise of eternal life
with Him in heaven if we believe. Many who saw Jesus perform miracles believed that he
was God and that he had the power over life and death. John 20:29 “Because you have
seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen me and yet have
believed.”
By his death and resurrection Jesus Christ proves beyond a doubt that death is not the end
and that eternity in heaven awaits.
Jesus promises in John 11:25 “I am the resurrection and the life, He who believes in me will
live, even though he dies.” What a wonderful assurance and certainty we have when we
commit ourselves in faith. Hebrews 11:1 “Faith is being sure of what we hope for and
certain what we cannot see.”

John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that He gave his one and only Son, so
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life
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Richard Schmidt, Chaplain MCL

Rifle Raffle Update

Saturday July 25 was a great day for sales and a lot of fun conversation. Jason Thompson,
Ted Barber and John Bishop manned the table in J-Town at Everything Concealed Carry.
Mike Smith and Pat Peers were at Firearm Service Center In the Fern Creek area.
Ed. Note: we had a great time in J-Town. Most sales were two at a time with one customer
purchasing eight. Every customer had great a conversation and everyone were appreciative
of the proceeds going to Veterans Helping Veterans. We practiced COVID 19 precautions. If
anyone is interested in scheduling a sale date and location please contact Mike Smith @
(805) 720-3352 or cwosmith@hotmail.com. He is coordinating those who are available to
help as well as locations. If you are interested in taking tickets on consignment, ask Teresa
Young how she did it, how its done. She will tell you. Along with selling the tickets,
partnering up with friends is a great way to spend time.

Detachment Marine of the Year
Due to the time span from the planned announcement to today resulting from the COVID19 pandemic, presentation for the Detachment Marine of the Year was given to Bob Wolf
recently. His contributions to the detachment were noted. A formal presentation will be
given as soon as normal meetings can be held. Photos below.
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July 22 many members formed a
motorcade Care-A-Van for Quartermaster
Mike Rice to express our thoughts and support. Mike has been undergoing treatment
for health issues and been confined to his home. Here are some photos of the meet-up ,
caravan and Mike as we drove by. There are far too many photos to choose from but
here are a few. Mike admittedly was surprised by our visit and thankful. It was a great
day for all.
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