The Marine House - 3758 Pulliam Dr.- PO Box 901367- Louisville, KY 40269
Member Meeting – 3rd Monday Monthly- 1900hrs – kentuckianamarines.org
Marine Corps League 729 Report of
Officers
Commandant
4dbhaddix@twc.com
Sr. Vice Commandant
gunnyborders69@gmail.com
Jr Vice Commandant
phughes1945@aol.com
Judge Advocate
cjwychylis@aol.com
Adjutant
twomarinefamily@gmail.com
Paymaster
cmsron@yahoo.com
Chaplain
schmidtr1@bellsouth.net
Sgt. At Arms
gunnytanker@gmail.com
Quartermaster
mr93rm@bellsouth.net
Newsletter Editor
william101146@gmail.com
Web Sgt.
troybowden77@gmail.com

Dan Haddix
502-417-3266
Richard Borders
270-537-4568
Phil Hughes
502-767-3834
C J Wychulis
502-550-2626
Alan D. Broussard
502-267-4776
Ronald C. Knight
502-681-5440
Richard Schmidt
502-322-5170
Donald E. Schofield
502-298-5713
Mike Rice
502417-7287
Ted Barber
812-725-5838
Troy Bowden
502-424-2213

Congrats to C J Wychulis on receiving
the Marine Corps League highest award
The National Distinguished Citizen
Gold Medal. Photos and more to come
in December Hard Charger.

Upcoming Events
Board Meeting: November 13, 4:30 PM @ Marine House
Detachment Members Meeting: November 18, 7:00PM Marine House
Marine Corps Birthday Celebration, Nov 9 (See included notice and emails to come)
Marine Corps Birthday: November 10
Veterans Day Parade: November 11 (see included report, call J. Bishop if participating)
Thanksgiving: November 28

Some little known information about the Marine Corps
*Marines who attend MCRD San Diego are often called “Hollywood Marines”
by Parris Island Marines. Parris Island Marines developed this nickname because
MCRD Parris Island was the first of the two depots. Hollywood Marines don’t have
a name for Parris Island Marines, because they feel bad about the sand fleas.
*Ever since Vietnam, Marine Amtrac crews will not eat apricots, as they are
considered bad luck
* Out of school, a Marine sniper carries the colloquial title “PIG,” or Professionally Instructed Gunman.
This is the Marine’s title until he has killed an enemy sniper in combat and removed the round with his name on it
from the enemy sniper’s magazine. That round is then worn as a necklace and symbolizes his new status as a
HOG, or “Hunter of Gunmen.”

November 10, 2019 marks the 244th anniversary of the establishment of our beloved
Corps. Every Marine should be full of pride and respect for their individual contributions
to the “Greatest Fighting Machine” known to modern history. The many that have served
before, during and after our times have set the highest standards for sacrifice and service.
We must all endure to help preserve the core values of the Marine Corps to the
generations to come. The sacrifices made by all that have earned the title of United States
Marine shall be reflected upon this day and rightfully each day of the year as to never
forget what has been given.

Commandant
Dan Haddix
MCL #729

October 23, 1983 was a devastating day for the United States Armed Forces and specifically the United
States Marine Corps. In fact it was the deadliest day for the combined forces of the US since the TET
offensive in Viet Nam and the deadliest day for the USMC since the Battle of Iwo Jima. 241 service
members (222 Marines, 18 Navy and 3 Army soldiers) were killed in the bombing of the barracks to which
they were housed during their deployment in Beirut, Lebanon.
The act was claimed by the group as “Islamic Jihad” which until this event was relatively hidden and
unknown. Please remember these brave souls who as their memorial reads “Came in Peace”.

Whaddya mean
you didn’t
know?

With The Marines at Tarawa

This was a short documentary film using authentic footage
taken at the Battle of Tarawa. This film was taken in 1943
and won an Academy Award in 1944. Due to the gruesomeness,
only the
only the President could approve the release. The battle lasted
from November 20-23. It was the first American offensive in the
central Pacific area. The failures of this landing was the main factor in
the start of the Underwater Demolition Team, the precursor of the
Navy Seals. Almost as many casualties at Tarawa as the six month
campaign at Guadalcanal.

A birthday quote: You know you’re getting old when
the candles cost more than the cake.
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What do you have to be thankful for?
It is that time of the year when we especially hear the word
thanksgiving. I think most of us do not pause to try to identify what
we are thankful for. When I think about food, clothing and shelter I am glad I live in America.
Most of us are aware that the world is struggling. In a country where obesity is an epidemic
others don’t have enough to eat. I have a special place in my heart for those who took the oath
to “protect and defend the constitution”. We know that freedom is not free. Yes I am also
grateful to have a job…a roof over my head… food on the table…access to medical treatment…a
car that I can drive. And yet, there is so much more. When I think about my spiritual life I am
so grateful to God for His mercy and love. It is important to pause for a moment and remember
those valleys in our life…, when situations in life brought us to our knees. When our science and
medicine and our material wealth could not rescue us. It is then that we discover the God of
the universe who hears our prayers and brings us comfort and peace. I am so thankful that I
have salvation thru His son Jesus.
Richard Schmidt MCL Chaplain

“ Our Corps ”
The Birth of the Marine Corp started with a spark on November 10th,
11775 when the Second Continental Congress put forth an edict to raise
two battalions of the Continental Marines marking the birth of our beloved
Marine Corps. As his message is read every year since Major General
Legume’s time, he reminds us that the ensuing generations of Marines
both past and present signifies our war fighting excellence and military
virtue that has been earned and never given. Every November, as
Marines the world over celebrate the birth of our Marine Corps, together
we
pay tribute to that long line of “Soldiers of the Sea” and the illustrious
legacy they have handed down to us.
Let us not forget all that have served regardless of their service. World War II, Secretary of the
Navy, James Forrestal who later became the first Secretary of Defense was known to have sent a letter to
those who served in our Armed Forces upon their return to civilian life. In this letter Secretary James
Forrestal wrote:
"You have served in the greatest Armed Forces in the world. ... In two theaters of combat you
crushed both enemies’ at once, receiving their surrenders only four months apart. It brought our landbased air power within bombing range of the enemy and set our ground armies on the beachheads of final
victory. ... For your part in these achievements you deserve to be proud as long as you live. The nation
you served at a time of crisis will remember you with gratitude."
I believe these words are still true today!
This past year has been one of continuous operations overseas and distinguished service here at
home – a year of challenges that brought out the very best in our Corps and the Armed Forces. In Iraq and
Afghanistan, the courage and mastery of complex and chaotic environments by Marines Soldiers, Airmen
and Sailors, have truly made a difference in the lives of millions. Compassion and flexibility provided
humanitarian assistant in many places that have created stability in an unstable world, and have reinforced
our Armed Forces reputation for setting the standard of excellence.
There are few professions where
you can wake up every day and know that our nation is safer because of you that have served both past
and present. With your uniform now off, whether just recently or years ago, you can be proud to join the
company of veterans who have helped to keep our country safe, keep us free, and preserve our way of life
through the generations.
On this Veterans Day /Marine Corps Birthday, we thank those serving today and those who have
come before, for truly outstanding service to our country, and for making our proud history. God bless you
all. And God bless our wonderful country.
Happy Birthday Marines, Semper Fidelis, and Happy Veteran Day to all that have served.
Submitted by:

Marine Corps

Marine Corps Birthday Celebration

Happy 244th Birthday Marines.
Join the formal celebration with dinner and
dance Saturday, 9 November at Marine House. 1700 hrs Drinks and Hors D’Oeuvres. Wine and
beer served & BYOB. 1800 hrs. Cake Cutting Ceremony. 1830 hrs Dinner. Dancing to follow.
$15.00 per person. Reservations Required, please pay in advance. Call Nancy Wallace @
502-245-5615 / mail to her @ 10300 Whipps Mill Rd., 40223

Veterans Day Parade
The Marine League will participate in this year’s Veterans Day Parade in Downtown Louisville. The
parade is on Monday, November 11th and will kick off @ 11AM. Representatives from the Kentucky
Chapter Woman Marines Association will lead off our group followed by our league banner and then our
Color Guard. We will then have a Military 6X6 truck for those members who would like to ride. Staging
will be on Liberty Street and parking details are yet to be released. Please let John Bishop know if you plan
to participate. He will personally contact each participant prior to the parade to ensure details are
understood. Spouses are welcome. C J Wychulis is handling the Color Guard. Parking is available on 10th
Street north of Main. Shuttle busses will be tjere.

Quilt of Valor Honoree
Detachment: One of our own members, John Loudermilk, will be receiving a
Quilt of Honor at Marine House on Monday, November 4 @ 7:00PM. All
Detachment and Auxiliary members are invited to attend. If you haven’t been to a
Quilt of Valor ceremony, it is very touching to watch, meet the honorees and
listen to their stories.

Marine Killed in Action at the Chosin Reservoir Receives final send off from Fox Company.
Sgt. Justus Branson, a platoon sergeant with Fox Company, 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine
Regiment, looked on as his brother in arms, Pfc. Roger Gonzales, was lowered to his final
resting place. Gonzales died 68 years earlier at the Chosin Reservoir while serving with Fox
Company. At the time, the U.S. X Corps, which consisted mainly of the 1st Marine Division and
the Army’s 31st Regimental Combat Team, occupied the Chosin Reservoir.
On Nov. 27, 1950, the Chinese force surprised the U.S. X Corps at the Chosin Reservoir.
From November 27 to December 13, 30,000 United Nations troops (later nicknamed "The
Chosin Few") were encircled and attacked by approximately 120,000 Chinese troops. They
were nicknamed the Chosin Few because of the inferior number of troops and the location of
the battle.
The conflict lasted a brutal 17 days, which took place during some of the harshest weather
conditions and roughest terrain of the war. The extreme weather conditions caused the
weapons lubricant to freeze, rendering the troops’ weapons useless, and by the end of the
fighting it had come to hand-to-hand combat. It would come to be known as one of the most
gruesome battles of the Korean War. The war claimed the lives of more than 30,000 U.S.
troops.
Gonzales was buried at the base of Fox Hill. After the war, his remains were disinterred
and returned to the U.S. but could not be identified at the time. However, through scientific
advances and DNA tests from Gonzales’ younger sisters, Alicia Vallejo and Mary Rosa Loy,
that changed. On June 4, 2018, the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency was able to identify
Gonzales’ remains. For today’s Fox Company Marines, they felt they had to attend the funeral
to make sure Gonzales was laid to rest with a proper goodbye from his unit.

Kentucky Veterans Hall of Fame
September 6, 2019
This truly was an evening where honoring those that served in America’s military were honored
not only for their service to country but to their community. There were 29 elite of the elite that were
given Kentucky’s honor and inducted into the Hall of Fame. Members of all branches living and deceased
were inducted into the KVHOF. Of mention was a Medal of Honor recipient, and many others who served
with distinction. One of our Detachment was honored, Cletis Evans who served in the USMC. A Retired
Captain, Cletis has championed the Louisville area Toys for Tots with success beyond imagination and
continues to do so.

L to R: Bob Ebert &

2019 KVHOF Inductees, C. Evans top row

Bud Hughes

3rd from Left

Presentation of American flag to WWII
POW by Jerry McCandless. This flag
was flown over the U.S.. Capitol

Mike Hart, Jerry McCandless,
Eric Schrader

L. to R. Bill Taylor, unk, Mike Hart,
Wayne Hall, Ron Allari

A misidentified Marine in the flag raising at Iwo Jima has been recognized. Cpl. Harold “Pie” Keller was one of
the men in the iconic photograph. He was a Private at the time. The Marine Corps recently made this
announcement.
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 n Sunday, November 10,2019 @ 4:00 PM the American Legion G I Post #244 and the
City of Jeffersontown, KY will host veterans and active duty military and the general public to the 24th Annual
Veterans Day Program at the Veterans Plaza, Veterans Memorial Park on Taylorsville Rd.
Keynote Speaker: - Chuck Lear, USMC Vietnam Veteran & Para World Championship Gold
Medalist in Archery. 
* In Command of Ceremonies: - Commander Kurt Hall, American Legion G.I. Joe Post #244
*National Anthem: Jeffersontown Police Chaplain Tom Dillard
*Patriotic Music Program: “Ladies for Liberty”

JEFFERSONTOWN VETERANS MEMORIAL PARK
(located .7 miles south of Gaslight Square on Taylorsville Rd.)
Parking: Onsite at Jeffersonian& Jeffersontown Christian Church
Inclement Weather: Program will be inside the Jeffersonian
For More Information Contact: John Wright 502-548-3143

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Minutes of Detachment Meeting October 21, 2019
Meeting began @ 1900 hrs with Commandant Haddix requesting Chaplain Schmidt giving
opening prayer and then the Chaplains report.
*Commandant Haddix advised we had guests/ potential members and they each stood and gave
a brief intro of their military biographies. There were six, five from the Bowman Field Heritage
Festival two weeks ago.
* C.J. Wychulis was presented with the National Distinguished Citizen Gold Medal and Adj.
Broussard read a proclamation from the MCL National Commandant.

* Wayne Hall was given his Life Membership award and Pin
* Fred Bergman was sworn in as a Detachment member.
* Commandant Haddix commented on the anniversary of October 23 bombing of the barracks.
(This is also reported in the November newsletter.
*Sr. Vice Borders deferred to C.J. Wychulis for the Rifle Raffle report. The winner will be drawn at
the November 18 Detachment meeting.
*Jr Vice Phil Hughes spoke to the recruiting and thanked John Bishop and Ted Barber for their
efforts. ( Phil was there as well.) He also spoke on the building paving project.
* JA C.J. Wychulis reported on some of the new By Laws
* Paymaster Knight gave a run down on the Detachment financials.
*Adj. Broussard advised that there are 8 members in arrears for dues and thought they might be
brought into renewal. He also stated that we lost 12 for various reasons. He then commented on
various up coming events surrounding the Marine Corps Birthday on November 11.
*Qtr Master rice gave a Toys For Tots update.
*Bob LeBlond advised that the Roving Mess wll be suspended until January 2020.
*Social Committee was reported by John Froelich and that there will be email blasts advising the
event and dates along with other particulars
* Building Report and rentals were reported by Mary Broussard. * Mike Smith reported on the
Eagle Scout Good Citizenship awards
*Newsletter Editor Ted Barber commented on the Social/Movie night on October 23. The movie
titles and start time was given. He also said future like events depends on participation.
*The 50/50 of $57.50 was won by a new guest and hopeful member Ted Epperson.
* Sgt. At Arms and Chaplain performed their meeting closing duties.
Meeting adjourned at 20:30 HRS
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