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News of the Detachment
We are in the end of year holiday season. One is over
and the others are quickly approaching. With that
being said the Staff and the Editor of your Hard
Charger newsletter wish you and yours a very Merry
Christmas and Happy New year.

COMING EVENTS:
ROVING MESS: No Roving Mess for December
BOARD MEETING: December 11, 2019 @ Marine House 1630 Hours
MEMBER MEETING: December 16, see Christmas Party info elsewhere in this newsletter
CHRISTMAS PARTY: December 16, see article included
CHRISTMAS: December 25

Military History
December7 is Pearl Harbor Remembrance Day. 1941 Japan attacks
Pearl Harbor, Hawaii Naval Base

Did you know?
In 1868, Brig. Gen. Jacob Zeilin approved of the design
of the "Eagle, Globe, and Anchor," as the emblem for
the Marine Corps.[1] It replaced the previous emblem
which was a bugle with a letter "M" in the middle

Christmas Party
This is a regular meeting night, December 16. Social hour @ 1700
hrs, dinner served @ 1800 hrs . Festivities following dinner.
Casual dress, $12 per person. Menu is two meats and vegetables.
Reservation Required. Please remit your RSVP to Nancy Wallace
@ 502-245-5615 or 10300 Whipps Mill Rd, Louisville, KY 40223

Hudson, Jr.

Thomson

3

Dorsett

Stephen

4

Ebert

Robert

4

Wyatt

Roy

4

Bailey

Joseph

9

Jones

Zachery

13

Abrams

Victor

14

Haddix

Daniel

17

Marshall

G.

17

Corbin

Troy

18

Dill

Ralph

19

Oliver

Donald

19

Lockhart

Paul

20

Jackson

Michael

20

Jackson

M.

21

Allen, Jr.

Melvin

27

Taylor

William

28

Epley

Richard

30

Don’t be a Grinch, lets wish these
Birthday members a Happy Birthday

What is it about this time of the year? I
often hear the expression “the spirit of
Christmas”. I see people rushing around
buying gifts and everywhere there are
Christmas decorations. There are Christmas
parties and families coming together. Have we become lost in the material world or is there
something more?
But I think the Christmas spirit is embodied in one word, “giving”. There is something
very special about giving of your time and your resources for someone you may or may not
know. It makes you feel like you have received a gift yourself. Like volunteers working in our
churches and communities trying to make things better for others.
Another example is Toys for Tots which involve thousands of people helping and giving so that
children can know they are not forgotten. It is simply an act of unconditional love. Someone
once said that nothing lasts forever except love.
Let us remember the reason for this Christmas season as we celebrate the birth of Jesus,
the greatest gift of all.
Isaiah 9:6

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given.
, Chaplain, Marine Corps League

Help wanted!!!!

Member Pat Peers has
indicated he needs help in reconditioning two
motorcycles pictured to the left upon completion.
After finished he will donate to the Detachment for a
raffle with $$ to the detachment..
477-2192

Call Pat @5021964 honda 50

1966 Honda 65

C J Wychulis received the National Distinguished Service Award at the October
Detachment meeting. Along with the certificate and Medal a proclamation was
read by Adj Broussard describing the merits describing CJ’s membership in the
League.

Marines in the Civil War
-----Marines at Fort Wagner

Black regiment
Source: a USMC web site

and

The Battle of fort Wagner was immortalized
in the Movie Glory about the 54th Mass.
and the command of Col. Robert Shaw
who was killed and another 54 were killed
48 were unaccounted for.
Many are not aware of the role Marines
played.

When the U.S. Navy mounted operations
against Charleston, South Carolina, the Marines
played a secondary but important role. In July 1863, Major Jacob Zeilen, post commander at the Brooklyn
Marine Barracks, led a 275-man Marine battalion to join the South Atlantic Blockading Squadron, where they
were integrated with the assembled Marines of the squadron’s ships to form a 540-man battalion, the largest

U.S. Marine formation of the war. Major Zeilen became ill and was replaced by Lt. Col. John Reynolds.
Reynolds’ Marine Battalion was planned to make an amphibious landing behind Confederate-held Fort
Wagner as Union army forces (including the all-black 54th Massachusetts Regiment), attacked in the
front. Regrettably, the landing was canceled by the Navy; had it been made, the sacrifice of the 54th
Massachusetts might not have been in vain.

Detachment
729 Awards
Eagle Scout
Good
Citizenship
Award
October 10, 2019 , the Detachment awarded to
Ethan Moody Good Citizenship. Ethan was read a
letter from Commandant Dan Haddix and he also
received the Detachment Challenge Coin.
Left to Right above are: Otis Phelps, Moody,
Mike Rice, C J Wychulis and Mike Smith. Ethan
lives in Middletown, Kentucky.

Between the Marine Corps Birthday and the Louisville Veterans Day
parade, the Detachment saw quite a bit of activity. Here are some photos.

Louisville Veterans Day Photos November 11, 2019

Above photo taken during the Veterans
Day celebration at a local Nursing
Home.L to R: Phil Hughes, C J Wychulis,
Mike Rice and Don Schoefield

Detachment Participated at a
special need class honoring
Veterans Day. L to R Mike Smith,
Bob Cross, Mike Rice, Mike Hart

November 16, Detachment
presented the Good
Citizenship award to Eagle
Scout William Brewer. L to
Right: C J Wychulis, Brewers
Father Bill, William, Otis
Phelps, Mike Smith

December 16th, regular meeting night.
$12.00 per person, casual Marine dress. Social @ 5P Dinner
@
6P.St.Martha's Children's Choir again!! Yeah!!
Games, caroling and fun!
Registrations and payment in advance required
Bring payment to meeting or
Call Nancy Wallace @ 502-245-5615 and mail check to 10300 Whipps Mill Rd. 40223
More detail to follow.

Meet Jim Webb
He served from 1988-1990.
His MOS was 0311 with 3rd
Btn, 2nd Marines, 2nd Mar
Div. He is currently a VA
representative. He has
offered help when it comes
to the services the VA
offers.

Detachment member
speaks to his WWII
duties.
WWII Vet
Charles Farmer held the
meeting in quiet
reverence as he spoke
to his experiences on
Guadalcanal.
One in particular was a Japanese Zero
focusing on him and needless to say he
avoided injury. He also had duty on
Peleliu.

Minutes of Detachment 729 General meeting of 11/18/2019
 The meeting started at1900 hours according to procedure .
 Chaplain Schmidt gave opening prayer and reports.
 Commandant Haddix introduced Charles Farmer who is a member but has not been able
to attend functions. He is a WWII veteran who served duty at Guadalcanal and Peliu.
Farmer provided a brief story of his time on Guadalcanal. He joined the Marine Corps the
Day after the Pearl Harbor attack out of a sense of duty.
 Guest and application for membership was James Webb. He provided a brief bio and
ceremony for membership occurred.

 Jim Crane who participates on the pistol team and Honors Detail was given a pin for his
Honor Detail service.
 Sr. Vice Borders advised that 41 Rifle Raffle tickets were sold last Friday at a location.
 Jr. Vice Phil Hughes spoke of recruitment and retention. Commandant Haddix advised that
the duty of membership responsibility will be passed on to Paymaster Ron Knight.
 Judge Advocate C.J. Wychulis advised that 814 raffle tickets have been sold.
 Paymaster gave his financial report.
 Adjutant Broussard advised no report to be offered.
 Qtr Master Rice advised to contact him for any uniform needs. Comm. Haddix gave notice
to the new ball cap available to members, $15 each and members are to contact Qtr Mstr
Rice for orders.
 Bob LeBlond advised that $500 donation was given to the VA Hospice.
 Past Commandant McCandless gave the investment report.
 Mike Smith spoke on the update for the Detachment Facebook and inquired when is the
change in format going to begin. After discussion it was stated that it is a work in progress.
 Toys for Tots chair Evans was not present but dates for pick up and the Motor Cycle ride
was noted.
 Building Report was given by Mary Broussard.
 Jerry McCandless advised the remains of a Chosin Reservoir would be coming in to
Lexington and that a premeet is available at the Cracker Barrel exit 35 on IS 64.
 50/50 by Brenda Moore
 Rifle Raffle drawing won by Maurice McNamara. The $200 was won by Rex Sheets. The
pistol range time won by Mike Smith.
 Meeting closed at 2000 hrs

Detachment Logo/ USMC emblem cap now available !

We can never have enough hats! These are ordered in
quantities of 12 @ $15 each. They should be available at
the Dec 16 meeting or call Mike Rice to reserve yours.

As Marines we are proud of our service. At some point in
time most of us endured some trying times. Marines have
faced the challenge from the first enlisted at Tun Tavern
through the current duties in Afghanistan, Iraq and so on. There have been dust storms and monsoons. Few
have faced what the Marines of the 1st Division and Army did at the Chosin Reservoir.

The Chosin Frozen

American military leaders, including General Douglas MacArthur, were caught off guard by the entrance of
the People’s Republic of China, led by Mao Zedong, into the five-month-old Korean War. Twelve thousand
men of the First Marine Division, along with a few thousand Army soldiers, suddenly found themselves
surrounded, outnumbered and at risk of annihilation at the Chosin Reservoir, high in the mountains of
North Korea. The two-week battle that followed, fought in brutally cold temperatures, is one of the most
celebrated in Marine Corps annals.
246 men of Fox Company, 2/7 1st Mar Div faced overwhelming odds/ numbers as they had to hold
position in -30degree weather and several Chinese Divisions to provide all other American troops a path to
“retreat” or as some might say, charge in a different direction. Of the original 246 men, fewer than 90 were
still standing. The rest were killed or wounded. Three men were awarded the Medal of Honor. The 1st
Marine Division was confronted by 21 Enemy divisions, more than 210000 soldiers of which 37000 were
either killed or wounded. The Marines would lose 6000 killed or wounded and 6000 more would suffer
frostbite. As Fox Company withdrew from the hill and began its march to Hagaru, 11 miles to the south, those
who could not walk were put on trucks, jeeps and anything with wheels for the return trip. The Marines of Fox
Company had held. This allowed thousands of fellow Marines to fight their way back to the pass and the start
of the long road to freedom at the coast. The Battle began November 27, 1950. It would be Dec. 12, 1950,
before they reached the coast 70 miles away.
Editors Note: After recently reading one of the books in the Detachment “library” I was amazed at the
endurance these men went through in order to preserve the only route American soldiers had to escape the
outnumbering enemy troops. The above are excerpts of various reports found on line. Truly the reports of the
Chosin Reservoir are an exceptional read. On 11/21 this year 6 members of the Detachment traveled to
Lexington to welcome home after 69 years the remains of PFC Fairchild who was killed at Yudam-ni at the
Chosin.
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