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Yes You! Sam is rolling up his sleeves to sell those
tickets. Everyone is a salesperson. Even your neighbor
or Postman might get a ticket. The first is the hardest so
sell that one and the rest will follow. Members, those
Rifle Raffle tickets are available. See C J Wychulis for
yours either for purchase @ $10 EA or to sell and you
can sign them out.

COMING EVENTS:
ROVING MESS: Against The Grain Brewry & Louisville Slugger Field Louisville, KY
BOARD MEETING: July10, 2019 @ Marine House 1630 Hours
MEMBER MEETING: July 15, 2019 Member meeting @ 1900 hrs (7PM)
ROVING MESS for July: Louisville Bats 11AM, July 24 @ Louisville Slugger Field, See elsewhere in this
Newsletter.

Find Sarge

Congrats to June “Find Sarge” winners Don Schoefield and Bud Hughes

Installation of Officers and Awards Ceremony Recap
What a grand evening it was. Social time began @ 5PM, Banquet @ 6PM and the reason
we all attended was to give appreciation to those who were sworn into the Board and
those who gave of their time to the detachment. John Froelich and Nancy Wallace kind
of spearheaded the first two hours in the form of the social get together and the
banquet. We are sure there were others and thanks to you.
The Installation of new officers and appointed board members was in the most
capable hands of Past Commandant Bob Cross. The passage of the role of Commandant
was conducted by now Past Commandant to the new Commandant Dan Haddix.
Congrats to Dan and his leadership is looked forward to.
Adjutant Al Broussard was at his best in presenting the Service Awards to the
various members. Congratulations to all, thanks to Jerry McCandless for his leadership
the past year. He certainly is an inspiration to all. There were also Life Memberships
awarded. The evening photographer was Alison Porter. Thanks to her and great job of
capturing the moments of the evening. Some of the photos appear here and are best
viewed in color. More Photos elsewhere in the newsletter.

Installation of Dan Haddix

Marines of Year
Bill Taylor and Wayne Hall
& wives Rose and Donna

Past Commandant Jerry
McCandless

Roving Mess for July 2019
July 24,2019 @ 11AM

The Roving Mess for July will be at the Against The Grain Brewery and Pub In Louisville. The
address is 401 E. Main, Louisville, KY. We will meet at 11AM for lunch and the game, weather
permitting, will begin @ noon. There is a military discount with valid proof of service to enter
the game. If you don’t want to eat lunch at the restaurant, there is always hot dogs, popcorn
and your favorite brew available in the stadium. Louisville Slugger Field is located beside the
restaurant. Bob LeBlond is not available for this and confirmations need to be sent to
Newsletter EditorTed Barber. Even if you are not big on baseball, what can be more fun than an
afternoon with friends. Two emails will be sent as reminders. Again, please confirm if coming.

Rifle and Honors Guard Recriting
Ok, we may not quite look like these Marines of the
1860’s we do enjoy our role within the Honors Guard
of our Detachment. Also, that’s not our Adjutant on
the far left.
On a more serious note we can use some help within
our Detail ranks. We perform Honor Guard and Rifle
Details at all branch funerals. We can always use help
so if you are interested, please contact Adj. Al
Broussard or Qtr. Mstr. Mike Rice for more info. Help
with obtaining the uniform is available. (see above

Marines of the 1860s

officers listing)

Just as an FYI, please be aware that typically, the Hard Charger is about
90% complete by the date of the Detachment members meeting. It is understood that there
may be last minute additions. However, if you plan to request an article published please
have it submitted no later than the 7th of the month of issue. IE: August must be in by July
7.There are certain articles and information that need to be included and if we go over the
allotted number of pages there is additional postage. Also, please try to keep articles to no
more than a half page. Should the article go beyond that think possibly about a continuation
for the upcoming month. Lastly, the Hard Charger is sensitive to what is published and is
previewed by members of the board.

The history of Taps. The origin of this melody is about remembering. Here is the story
and the accompanying lyrics.

The origins of “Taps,” the distinctive bugle melody played at U.S. military funerals and memorials and as a
lights-out signal to soldiers at night, date back to the American Civil War. In July 1862, U.S. General Daniel
Butterfield and his brigade were camped at Harrison’s Landing, Virginia, recuperating after the Seven Days
Battles near Richmond. Dissatisfied with the standard bugle call employed by the Army to indicate to troops it
was time to go to sleep, and thinking the call should sound more melodious, Butterfield reworked an existing
bugle call used to signal the end of the day. After he had his brigade bugler, Private Oliver Wilcox Norton, play
it for the men, buglers from other units became interested in the 24-note tune and it quickly spread throughout
the Army, and even caught on with the Confederates.
Not long after Butterfield created “Taps,” it was played for the first time at a military funeral, for a
Union cannoneer killed in action. The man’s commanding officer, Captain John Tidball, decided the bugle call
would be safer than the traditional firing of three rifle volleys over the soldier’s grave, a move which couldn’t
been confused by the nearby enemy as an attack. As for the name “Taps,” the most likely explanation is that it
comes from the fact that prior to Butterfield’s bugle call, the lights-out call was followed by three drum beats,
dubbed the “Drum Taps,” as well as “The Taps” and then simply “Taps.” When Butterfield’s call replaced the
drum beats, soldiers referred to it as “Taps,” although this was an unofficial moniker, according to “Taps”
historian and bugle expert Jari Villanueva. He notes that Butterfield’s bugle call was officially known as
“Extinguish Lights” in American military manuals until 1891. Since that time, “Taps” also has been a formally
recognized part of U.S. military funerals. Today at Berkeley Plantation, the historic estate located at Harrison’s
Landing, there’s a monument commemorating the origins of “Taps” at the site. Berkeley Plantation also
happens to be the birthplace of Benjamin Harrison V, a signer of the Declaration of Independence, and William
Henry Harrison, the nation’s ninth president.
Day is done, gone the sun,
From the lake, from the hills, from the sky,
All is well, safely rest, God is nigh.
As we go, fading light dims the sight,
And a star gems the sky. Gleaming bright.

From afar, drawing nigh, falls the night
Thanks and praise, for our days,
‘Neath the sun, ‘neath the sky
As we go, this we know, God is nigh.

This history from the History Channel website.

Sun has set, shadows come,
Time has fled, Scouts must go to
to their beds,
Always true to the promise they
made.
While the light fades from sight,
And the stars gleaming rays
softly send,
To thy hands we our souls,
Lord, commend

Patriots Peace Memorial
This memorial is to honor those military who have fallen under non hostile action. This past
Memorial Day the Rifle Detailed was detailed to honor L/CPL Oliva Louise Kustes, a local
Marine whose life was taken in a tragic automobile accident through no fault of hers.

2nd Lt. Richard C. Kennard, Peleliu, World War II

Retreat Hell! We just got here.
On May 28th, 1918, 2nd Battalion, 5th Marines of the 4th Marine Brigade were sent to help in the Belleau
Wood sector. As they were approaching they were met by the French Commander of the troops that were
already there who advised Marine Colonel Wendell C. Neville that the discreet thing to do was retreat.
Neville's reply was a characteristic "Retreat Hell! We just got here!" They stayed and drove the numerically
superior Germans out of Belleau Wood and other strong holds. It was here that the ferocious fighting that
the Marines displayed caused the Germans to start referring to the Marines as "Teufelhunden", which means,
"Devil Dogs".

Minutes from the May membership meeting were tabled for approval due to the events and
activity at the June meeting / Installation and Awards presentation. Discussion of the May minutes
will be held at the July Meeting

Making a Difference ……..
I hear a lot of commentary from various sources regarding veterans and issues with
adjustment. No one is completely certain today why veterans struggle so much. Social withdrawal and
isolation from people seems to be a common theme and it can become a dark place.
Most experts would recommend contacting a family doctor, a therapist, or the local VA to initiate a
conversation. Also, seeking spiritual guidance is a way out of the darkness. But the very nature of this
pattern of isolation makes doing this a daunting task.
All of us have the opportunity to come alongside another veteran and
engage him or her in conversation. Listening and understanding is so
important to helping someone. You may never know the impact of that
conversation. You can help them by inviting them to a meeting or some
activity. The Marine Corp League has plenty of community work to be
done and certainly not enough volunteers.

Proverbs 27:17 “As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another” .
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The Kentucky Military History Museum or
John and Teds wonderful road trip to Frankfort
(Thanks to John Bishop for suggesting this trip)

Have you ever traveled to Frankfort and visited the military history museum? Located @ 100 West
Broadway St.? This former armory, and munitions building is filled with wonderful exhibits from the War
of 1812 through the Iraqi conflict. What began my day with a cup o’ java and yesterday’s news ended up
with an inquiry of my knowledge of this hidden gem of museums. If you have not made the trip, it is
highly encouraged. Truly a great day adventure.
John: We made the trip to primarily view the two displays of Kentucky Marines, Major George Sotsky
(MCL729) and Major George Chinn. Major Sotsky has an album of photos on display tracing his
involvement upfitting 100 Navy landing craft into gun boats to be used on the brown waters of Vietnam.
George, who I have known for years, was an engineer working for Naval Ordnance and drew the job as
project engineer.
The displays for Major George Chinn show a variety of projects he was involved with primarily
increasing the efficiency and reliability of the Browning M2 50 cal. He also is listed on the patents for the
40mm grenade launcher. Major Chinn is hard to describe, and I had read his autobiography. His career
spanned the Korean and Vietnam wars generally providing engineering expertise on weapons. Two full
rooms of displays including one wall dedicated to many submachine guns. Add in all the remaining
displays and it’s well worth the trip to Frankfort.

A few more photos from Installation and Awards evening. Many thanks to Alison Porter for her taking
photos .

Start stretching those muscles and getting in shape. We are going to need everyone and
then some this year with Toys for Tots. We will have an organizational meeting in
September just like last year. Drivers, sorters or Jack of all Trades are needed to make
this happen. NO need to contact Cletis yet.
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