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Kentuckiana Detachment 729, Louisville Marine Corps
League’s newest Honorary Member, Secretary of Defense
James Mattis is shown displaying his membership certificate.
Kudos to Jr. Vice Commandant Eric Schrader for his
coordination of this endeavor.
"Demonstrate to the world there is 'No Better Friend,
No Worse Enemy' than a U.S. Marine."
Gen. James "Chaos" Mattis

COMING EVENTS………….
ROVING MESS

12 December, 1100, Mt Washington Diner,
1122 N. Old Bardstown Rd., Mt Washington
BOARD MEETING
13 December 1630
GENERAL MEETING
18 DECEMBER CHRISTMAS PARTY
5:30 SOCIAL HOUR (BYOB)
6:15 (APPROXIMATELY) ST. MARTHA’S SCHOOL CHILDREN’S CHOIR
7:00 DINNER MARK’S BBQ PORK AND BRISKET, 3 SIDES, DRINK
8:00 FUN GAMES AND PRIZES
$5.00 PER PERSON ~ PAYABLE AT DOOR ~ CASUAL MARINE
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED ~ LIMITED TO FIRST 110 RESERVATIONS
CALL NANCY WALLACE 502-245-5615 or
EMAIL usmc7459@gmail.com

COMMANDANT’S MESSAGE…………
Commandant Bud Apple
Since November 10, 1775 when the Marine
Corps was authorized to recruit two
battalions to serve on Navy ships as sharp
shooters it has produced many hero's. Some
are famous and some are only known to
few. Whether you served a short or long
time in the Marines, there has always been
someone you looked up to. Someone who
inspired you to do your best. Someone who
made you feel like you would follow them
anywhere. There is one particular
individual that I had the privilege of knowing
and he called me his friend, Sgt./Maj. Mike
Mervosh better known as Iron Mike. He
enlisted in the Marine Corps in
1942. Fought in the Marshall Islands, made
the landing on Iwo Jima In February
1945. He was a machine gun squad
leader. The first day of battle on Iwo Jima
all the officers were killed in his company
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and he was named the Co. Commander. On
the second day of the battle they sent a 1st
Lieutenant to take the Company and in one
hour he was killed, and Mike was again
made the Company Commander. He was
the middle weight boxing champion of the
4th Marine Division, winning all his bouts
except for four which he lost to Marine
fighters. He never lost one bout to the Army
or the Navy. He served in Korea and walked
out of the Chosin Reservoir with the 1st
Marine Division. He served three tours in
Viet Nam and when he retired in 1981 he
had 21 years in grade as a Sgt/Maj. When
he retired he was the senior enlisted man in
all branches of service. Mike died recently
and was buried in Southern California
and February 25, 2018 there will be a
Memorial Service at Camp Pendleton
California.

THE REST OF THE STORY……..
Sr. Vice Commandant Jerry McCandless
In last month's Hard Charger you read
about the contribution made by the lowly
Tootsie Roll at the Chosin Reservoir. The
battle lasted from November 26 until
December 13, 1950. That battle has earned
a prominent place in our beloved Corp's
history.
What many don't know is our Brother
Marine Tom Varley played a significant part
at Chosin. Tom was assigned to the HQ
Company of Chesty's First Marine Regiment.
In Last month’s article it said all equipment,
wounded and most of our dead were
brought out of that trap. All those young
dead marines were transported to Koto -Ri,
a little hamlet on the southeast side of the
reservoir. A decision was made to give a
proper burial to approximately 150 Marines
who could no longer be attached to fenders,
tank gun barrels and artillery pieces as more
and more wounded occupied these spaces.

General O.P. Smith wanted a decent burial
for his heroes. A grave was blasted out with
explosives and cut with bulldozers. Tom
Varley was put in charge of the grave detail.
Tom faithfully followed his orders but even
after returning to USA he was forever
remembering “his" boys buried up there in
North Korea. Tom advocated for those kids,
sent letters and did whatever he had to do
to get them home. Eventually he succeeded,
and today they rest near family or in veteran
cemeteries across our great country. Few
people know that story, but Tom Varley
USMC is an unsung hero in my eyes. If you
had the privilege to know Tom you would
know this was our Tom Varley, a quiet
Marine. Today he looks down from his Sgt.
of Guard duty on the streets in Heaven and,
if you listen closely, he'll say with a twinkle
in his eye, “No Marine Left behind
ESPECIALLY on my watch ".

LADIES AUXILIARY…………….
President Rina Borders (270) 537-5106
Ladies, if you can help the Womens Buechel Club decorate for Christmas on November 27th
at 10am they would appreciate it. Thank you for all the donations we received for the
Christmas baskets. Don’t forget the Christmas party on November 18th. Mark’s Feed Store
will be providing the meal. Cost is $5 per person. You can pay Nancy Wallace or pay at the
door. There will be games and entertainment. The Pancake Breakfast is January 13th at
10am. Bring your family – donations accepted. Proceeds will benefit the Marine Corps
League. A big thank you to LaVon Varley and Kathy Phelps for carrying the banner for the
League in the Veterans Parade. A good time was had by all who attended. Auxiliary League
member Marlene LeBlond is having hernia surgery December 1st. Please keep her in your
prayers. We are donating 12 red round tablecloths to the League for all that they do.
December birthdays : Joe Ann Auslander – Dec 3rd; Tammy Young – Dec 21st.
*Please remember our members who are sick or in nursing homes and who are homebound.
Also remember our active and retired servicemen and women.
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THE CHAPLAIN’S CORNER…………
Richard Schmidt, Chaplain

Home of the free because of the brave
This has been such a busy month with so
much going on. Marine Corps Birthday,
Veterans Day and Thanksgiving. Let us
“take a knee” as we honor
all our veterans and stay
focused on preserving our
freedom. Father Dennis
Obrien, USMC, wrote this
poem as a reminder to us.
“It is the soldier, not the
reporter, who has given us
freedom of the press. It is
the soldier, not the poet,
who has given us the
freedom of speech. It is the soldier, not the
organizer, who gave us the freedom to
demonstrate. It is the soldier who salutes

the flag, who serves beneath the flag. And
whose coffin is draped by the flag, who
allows the protester to burn the flag. “
Honor is a word we
hear much about this
time of year. Honor
is an action not just a
word and there are
many ways to do this.
There is a growing
tragedy however in
our
nation
of
“unoffered prayer”.
We need to take up
the weapon of prayer and put on the armor
of God for there is much work to be done
in this world.

Ephesians 6: 17-18 “Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.

WHITEFIELD ACADEMY VETERANS DAY CELEBRATION…….
Every year the Whitefield Academy holds an OUTSTANDING Veterans Day program. Here are
just a few pictures from that event. The picture are of our detachment’s color guard, art pieces
decorating the halls leading to the Chapel, Whitefield Academy Children Choir, and Guest
Speaker Lt. Governor Hampton.
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This is an event you
must mark on your
calendar every year!
The demonstration of
patriotism and love of
country displayed is
outstanding!
SEMPER FI!

TOYS FOR TOTS………..
Toys for Tots is in full swing! Here are just some the events going on. The pictures are from
the Q103.1 Bikes or Bust event which produced over 2000 bikes!! and from the Toys for Tots
Motorcycle Run which annually generates thousands of toys. Thank you!
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December Birthdays
Likins, Jr.
Hudson, Jr.
Dorsett
Wyatt
Ebert
Bailey
Freeman
Jones
Abrams
Haddix
Marshall
Dill
Oliver
Lockhart
Johnson
Allen, Jr.
Taylor
Epley

Merle
Thomson
Stephen
Roy
Robert
Joseph
Tracy
Zachery
Victor
Daniel
G.
Ralph
Donald
Paul
Albert
Melvin
William
Richard

2
3
4
4
4
9
11
13
14
17
17
19
19
20
21
27
28
30

General Minutes
Meeting was brought to order at 1900 by Commandant Bud Apple. We had one new member several guests from the Marine Corps
Coordinating Council, as well as 3 members of the Kentucky Veterans Hall of Fame on hand to complete the presentation of the
KVHF to Colonel Ron Ray USMC (Ret). HD Deatherage, Gary Griesser, and Ron Allari, as well as their wives represented the KVHF.
The Detachment Ladies Auxiliary also were in attendance.
The members of the KVHF gave a beautiful 15 minute program and capped it off with the Presentation of the Kentucky Hall of
Fame Medallion and other gifts to Colonel Ronald D. Ray USMC (Ret). The program was well received by the members present.

Upon completion of the program our guests departed and the meeting resumed in the usual manner.
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A very special guest was introduced, Rudy Muller, Iwo Jima Veteran who served in the 5 th Division during this epic battle.
The Detachment accepted an application for membership from new member Dan Haddix. Dan served in the USMC for two years
from 1975 to April 1977 attaining the rank of LCpl, in the 0351 field. (106 RR and Special Weapons) after having completed a 13
month tour of Sea Service left the Corps and worked for UPS, and took on a role on the Veterans Memorial Park in Crestwood, and
is currently serving on the Woodie William’s Foundation placing Gold Star Monuments throughout the USA. After introducing
himself and presenting all credentials and dues, he was approved for membership by the Detachment. He is anxious to get involved
with the Detachment and the Detachment welcomes him aboard.
Minutes of previous meeting were approved by membership and will be filed for record.
OFFICER REPORTS:
Commandant: Bud Apple
Discussed the Christmas Program scheduled for December 18, at 7:00 PM in lieu of a business meeting. $5.00 per person, $10.00
per couple and the meal will be catered by Marks Feed Store.
Discussed the Pancake Breakfast which will occur on Saturday January 13 th at 10:00 AM at the Marine House.. Pancakes and a
very special breakfast menu will be served. All are encouraged to attend.
Sr. Vice Commandant: Jerry McCandless: Excused due to illness.
Jr. Vice Commandant Eric Shrader:
a. Jr. Vice announced that the Honorary membership for General Mattis was accepted and showed the detachment a photo of the
General (Sec of Defense) holding his Honorary Certificate. It was posted on the Website and Facebook page.
b. He also spoke about the Essay contest and announced that all of the MC JROTC’s have copies of the application and an April 1 st
deadline to turn in the essays.
c. He announced also that the Board of Trustees passed a motion that the Sgt at Arms or other designee will carry a firearm at all
meetings based on the numerous group shootings in a wide range of settings.
d. He also indicated that he has placed an ad on Craig’s List regarding the availability of Firewood from the yard waste pile on the
North side of the property. He has had a few calls but none serious.
Paymaster Report: Butch Moore: Excused on vacation. Al Broussard reported on his report which is available upon request.
Adjutant’s Report: Allen Broussard
a. Al noted that the Detachment during the October meeting netted over $218 in a Wal-Mart Gift card and enough food to last
him about 3 months, he then read the Thank you note from Tom Breyette thanking the Detachment for their generosity. He was
very humbled by the donations and could not thank the Detachment enough.
b. He gave reports on Honors Detail Receipts for the first four months of the FY which is on track to equal last year’s donations. Al
explained that the money collected was used to pay most of the Detachment’s obligations this past year. (i.e. 4 Scholarships to
MCJROTC cadets and the Annual contractual obligation to the BWC per the building purchase agreement.) He also stated that 22
members of the Honors Detail contributed over 288 man hours during the month of October and the Visitation Detail contributed
an additional 53 man-hours on Visitation details.
c. He encouraged all members to join in the fun on Sunday 26 November 2017 when the Toys For Tots Motorcycle Run will be held.
Cletis Evans will need as many of our members as possible to join in collecting the toys on that date. This is the Sunday after
Thanksgiving at 2:00 PM at Papa John’s Cardinal Stadium.
d. He also gave a report from Wayne Hall encouraging all members to consider helping out in picking up the Toy Boxes during the
Month of December. He needs drivers and Assist Drivers to help collect the toys. If you are interested please contact Wayne Hall
at (502) 558- 3988 or Cletis Evans at (502) 418-3099.
Building Committee: Mary Broussard gave a report that the building account is healthy and that the months of October, November
have been healthy and December is booked up full and we are already getting many dates in 2018. Thanks to all who are
volunteering before and after party clean-ups. She encouraged members to donate their time when available to help keep the
building up to date and attractive for parties. She thanked the yard maintenance crew for their work and encouraged members to
also step in when they have the time.

Good of the League
1. Mike Smith, Eagle Scout Recognition program coordinator asked for members to assist him for two events upcoming. One Eagle
Scout Program will be on Monday, 27 November at St. Agnes Church at 1830 hours, and another on Sunday, 3 December 2017, at
St. Patrick’s in Beckly Station. Contact Mike Smith at (805) 720-3352 if you can help. (no work involved and generally get fed!)
2. Phil Hughes talked about the Semper Fi Fund Solicitation. The Detachment will accept member donations and include an amount
from the Detachment to be determined at the December Board meeting. The consolidated amount will be presented to the MCCC
and credited to the Detachment. By 15 December, make check payable to the Kentuckiana Detachment 729, write “Semper Fi
Fund” on memo line. We are a 501(C) (3) and donations are tax exempt.
50/50 drawing was won by member Hank LaDouceur. The Detachment netted $35.00 and Hank generously donated his share of
the winnings to the Semper Fi Fund. Meeting as adjourned at 20:30 hours. Respectfully Submitted: Allen D. Broussard, Adjutant
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MARINE CORPS LEAGUE KENTUCKIANA DETACHMENT # 729
P. O. Box 991367
LOUISVILLE, KY 40269

www.kentuckianamarines.org

Marines keep in mind that we are on Facebook now just search in Google for Marine
Corps League Detachment 729 and you’ll find links to our website and Facebook.
SEMPER FI!
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