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“The Marines I have seen around the world have the
Cleanest bodies, the filthiest minds, the highest morale,
and the lowest morals of any group of animals I have
ever seen. Thank God for the United States Marine
Corps!”
Eleanor Roosevelt

COMING EVENTS………….
ROVING MESS

BOARD MEETING
GENERAL MEETING

8 A u g u s t 1 1 0 0 a m Roving Mess will be held
at the Shriners building located at 4120 Bardstown
Road, Louisville, 40218. rsvp Bob 502-239-9946
or rleblond@aol.com
16 August 1630 Hours NOTE 1630
21 August 1900

COMMANDANT’S MESSAGE…………
1775 the Continental Congress authorized the Secretary of the Navy to form to battalions of Marines to
serve on board Navy ships. They would be used to climb the riggings as sharp shooters in the force for
boarding parties. They setup the recruiting station in a bar or tavern because they were looking for hard,
rough troops. The only thing they were concerned with was the mission at hand, and the willingness to
complete it. They became a force to be feared.
Fast forward to today and the ranks are full of politicians’ hell bent on their own agenda. Only to build
themselves up at the expense of others. The mission has taken a back seat. Just think of the past leaders:
O’Bannon, Puller, Walk, and the Brut Victor Krulat. They are surely turning over in their graves. I predict that
if the Marine Corps does not return to its beginning principles, the future of the USMC as we know it, will not
be around much longer. Let us hope we wake up and return to the mission at hand.
Now, after saying all that, I want to assure you of the mission oriented leadership in 729. The past programs
and details that 729 has undertaken have been completed with great pride and success. The Marines and
Corpsmen are dedicated to the Mission Statement of 729. We are a successful only because of the dedicated
work of all of its workers.

LADIES AUXILIARY…………….
The Ladies Auxiliary held their meeting on July 17th. The meal before the meeting went very well and
everyone enjoyed the social time. Thank You to all the Ladies who brought food and a big Thank You to
Kathy Phelps and Judy Schmidt for doing the dishes while we were in our meeting. A couple of the Ladies
were asked if we would be providing a meal before every meeting. We won't be able to before every
meeting, BUT The Ladies Auxiliary will be providing a meal before the August 21st meeting. The menu is still
in the works. We are trying to do something different and are waiting for more info. So we can't say what
we will be serving, but we will definitely have a meal for you. It will be served from 5-6:30
pm.
Don't forget about BINGO on August 4th from 6 pm-???. Come and socialize. It will be
fun!!! If you have any questions about that night feel free to call me at (270) 537-5106. Hope to see you
there!!
August Birthdays: Catherine Gividen-August 1st, Emily Wolf-August 9th, Pat Dodson-August 12th, and Jake
McDermott-August 30th
Please remember all that are sick and in nursing homes.
Also remember our Active and Retired Service Men
and Women
Sincerely,

Rina Borders
(270) 537-5106
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Who’s Who?………
We are pleased to join Michael K. Hart to the ranks of our Detachment.
Mike served in the USMC from Oct 68-Apr 70 and served with Co D, 3rd Recon during the Vietnam War. During
that time, as a PFC he earned the Silver Star for "conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity" on 16 May 69 and 2 Purple
Hearts. Twice wounded he was discharged from the MC and medically discharged. After recuperating from his
wound he was informed that he could not reenlist because the round from his wound could not be
extricated. Marine Corps' lost, as the Coast Guard gladly allowed him to continue military service where he
retired as a Commander after a twenty plus year distinguished career. We are pleased to welcome him home to
the Marine Corps Family and look forward to his involvement with our many projects forthcoming. Mike not only
joined as a regular member, he also decided to go Life Member...WELCOME HOME MARINE!
We are pleased to have a new member that is also one of our Greatest Generation's heroes. Merle R. Likins
joined the Detachment at the July Meeting. He served in the USMC from June 1943 to December 1945 as a 2512
Field Wireman. He held the rank of Corporal and was a veteran of the Pacific Campaign where he saw combat in
Guam, Okinawa, and in the Occupation of Japan.
We also joined Ryan James Settles who served from 2002 - 2006 also attaining the rank of Corporal prior to his
discharge. Ryan sports the GWT Service Medal, Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal and Sea Service
Deployment Ribbon, National Defense Service Medal, along with a Good Conduct Medal. His age would make him
one of our youngest members at 34 years.
Ryan (right) Mike (Middle) Merle (Left)
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THE CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
The Marine Corps Legacy
Our newly elected officers were sworn in at our last meeting as we begin another year of the Marine Corps
League. I am grateful as I know many of you are for those Marines who volunteer to serve and who have served.
What a great opportunity to pause and give thanks to our great God and to the Marine Corps and the Marine
Corps League family. As we look back on the years we can recall the memories of those who are not with us now
who are part of this legacy. No doubt our lives have been filled with challenges and trials but God has given us the
power to overcome and adapt. God’s power changes us.
1 Thessalonians 1:2-3 “We always thank God for all of you, mentioning you in our prayers. We continually
remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by love and your
endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.”
Richard Schmidt, Chaplain

"In Memory of those lost this fiscal year"
James F. Sutton - Died 25 June but buried 1 Jul 2017
James L. Maddix - Died 9 July 2017
Marion A. Pyle - Died 9 July 2017
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The Purple Heart.
August 7th is Purple Heart Day. The Purple Heart is an American
personal decoration and the oldest military decoration in
present use. It was the first American award made available to
the common soldier, dating back to 1782.
The Purple Heart is awarded to members of the armed forces
of the United States who are wounded by an instrument of war
in the hands of the enemy. It is also awarded posthumously to
the next of kin in the name of those killed in action or a Veteran
who later dies from wounds received in action. The Purple Heart
is specifically a combat decoration. The Purple Heart was first created by General George Washington as the
Badge of Military Merit. In the summer of 1782 General Washington was ordered by the Continental
Congress to stop rewarding his soldiers by granting them an advance in rank or commission, since there were
no funds to pay them. On August 7, 1782, George Washington issued an order, which created the Purple
Heart decoration. The Purple Heart decoration was discontinued after the War of Independence and the
United States War Department revived it in 1932.
The Purple Heart was previously awarded for meritorious service and a few even went to civilians. There
has been some controversy regarding the awarding of Purple Hearts such as what constitutes wounds and
who is eligible for the medal. The Military Order of the Purple Heart initiated legislation to restrict the Purple
Heart award to military personnel. Today, the Purple Heart is only awarded to military, who were wounded
and those who were killed or died as the result of their wounds. U. S prisoners of war, who are killed or die
in captivity, and those wounded by “friendly fire” [if there is such a thing] may also be awarded the Purple
Heart.
The Purple Heart is the most well-known military medal except perhaps for the Medal of Honor. The U. S.
Postal Service created a Purple Heart Forever Stamp a few years back. In 1992, the Military Order of the
Purple Heart created The Purple Heart Trail in all states and I-64 in Kentucky is part of the Purple Heart Trail.
Some Purple Heart recipients have Purple Heart vehicle license plates, which display the medal and “Combat
Wounded”. When you see a Purple Heart license plate, Purple Heart stamp or a Purple Heart Trail sign, you
can appreciate the sacrifices of those who earned the medal, which no one ever wants to receive.
E. A. Shrader
Sergeant, USMC, Ret
Life Member, Military Order of the Purple Heart
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New renewal policy
Marines,
We have finally settled into the new renewal policy initiated this past year. You have all been very patient
and cooperative as we struggled through the initiation phase of this policy. You should have received the
latest copy of the "Semper Fi" Magazine" where on page 10 you can review the new membership process.
Many of you will recall my frustration this past year as National stopped sending out invoices back in
October 2016. This function has now been given to the Detachments. Hence you received letters telling
you that you would all have to pay dues to have your membership expire 1 September 2017. Your
membership was prorated depending on your expiration date. That period is now over and if your
membership expired in July or August you would have paid the full amount $35.00 allowing your
membership dues date to adhere to the 1 September 2018 renewal date. From here on out, ALL
memberships will expire on the 1 September date going forward.
As a result of this turmoil, I am sad to say that we have had to drop over 15 members who were in arrears
for over 1 year. We are actively trying to get those members back in the fold. Junior Vice Commandant
Eric Shrader is personally calling all those we have had to remove from the rolls.
Just for statistics sake, I can tell you that while we have 193 Permanent Life members who do not need
to pay dues in the future!
There are 11 members on the rolls whose membership has expired between September 2016 and the
present! - They will be dropped from the rolls as their membership hits a 1 year of inactivity in the coming
months. We MUST get to work on renewing these members ASAP.
Finally there are now 48 members whose membership expires on 1 September 2017. That is 48 letters of
notice that I have to get out among my other duties as your Adjutant since National is NO LONGER
SENDING OUT INVOICES! In as much as National has published in the Semper Fi Magazine that renewals
are $30.00 we will accept that provided you pay your dues prior to August 31! After that, it goes back to
$35.00.
If you are one of the 48 members whose membership expires on 1 September 2017, You can help me
tremendously if you are pro-active and send in your dues ASAP to save me from having to do these
reminders. REMEMBER FROM NOW ON, ALL MEMBERSHIPS WILL EXPIRE ON 1 SEPTEMBER.
Please send the dues to the Post Office Box address: Kentuckiana Detachment 729, MCL, PO Box 991367,
Louisville, KY 40269-1367
Respectfully, Allen Broussard your Adjutant.
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THIS MONTH IN MARINE CORPS HISTORY…….
1 August 1944: After nine days of fighting in a battle termed "the perfect amphibious operation of World
War II," MajGen Harry Schmidt, commander of V Amphibious Corps, declared the island of Tinian secured.
The combination of surprise, heavy pre-assault bombardment, and effective logistical support was
responsible for Tinian's recapture with a much lower casualty rate (344 killed and 1550 wounded) than had
been experienced in previous landings.
1 August 1950: The first marine provisional brigade landed at Pusan , Korea - they were referred to as " the
fire brigade "
3 August 1950: Eight Corsairs of VMF-214, the famed "Black Sheep" squadron of World War II, launched
from the USS Sicily and executed the first Marine aviation mission in the Korean War in a raid against
enemy installations near Inchon. After the F4Us delivered their incendiary bombs and rockets on their
targets, the Marines concluded their greeting to the Communist troops with a series of strafing runs.
6 August 1942: First marine division landed at Guadalcanal
7 August 1990: President Bush ordered U.S. military aircraft and troops to Saudi Arabia as part of a
multinational force to defend that nation against possible Iraqi invasion. One week later the Marine Corps
announced the commitment of 45,000 troops to the Persian Gulf area as part of Operation Desert Shield
which would become the largest deployment of U.S. forces since the Vietnam War.
9 August 1942: With the Guadalcanal airstrip secure after heavy fighting with the Japanese, the 1st
Engineer Battalion commenced work on the runway using captured equipment. Three days later, on 12
August, the first plane landed on Henderson Field, a Navy PBY which evacuated two wounded Marines.
Nearly 3,000 wounded Marines would be evacuated from Henderson Field during the battle.
13 August 1945: VJ -Day unconditional surrender of Japanese
17 August 1942: Just prior to dawn, the 2d Marine Raider Battalion under LtCol Evans F. Carlson landed on
Makin Island from the submarines Nautilus and Argonaut. The next day the Marines left the island after
destroying a seaplane base, two radio stations, a supply warehouse, and killing about 100 Japanese
soldiers.
21 August 1968: PFC James Anderson, Jr., was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor by Secretary of
the Navy, Paul R. Ignatius, for heroism in Vietnam while serving as a rifleman with Company F, 2d
Battalion, 3d Marines in February 1967. This was the first Medal of Honor presented to an AfricanAmerican Marine. His parents, Mr. and Mrs. James Anderson, Sr., received the award during ceremonies at
Marine Barracks, 8th and I.
23 August 1984: The last Marines to serve peace-keeping duty in Lebanon arrived home. The 24th Marine
Amphibious Unit (MAU) arrived off the coast of Lebanon on 9 April to relieve Marines of the 22d MAU who
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were guarding the U.S. Embassy in Beirut. The 24th MAU left Beirut on 31 July, marking the last presence
of U.S. combat troops in Beirut since Marines entered almost two years earlier.
24 August 1814: Captain Samuel Miller's 100-man detachment from Marine Barracks, Washington, fought
in the battle of Bladensburg for the defense of the national capital. After helping to fight back three British
charges, Captain Miller was wounded and the enemy began to work around both flanks of the American
force. Almost encircled, the force of sailors and Marines was forced to retire to avoid capture. The Marines
lost 8 killed and 14 wounded
30 August 1950: North Koreans crossed Naktong river to engage 1st Marine brigade

August Birthdays….
Last Name
LeMond
Metzger, Jr..
Kochersperger
Weightman
Schweitzer
Hart
Reddington
McAfee
Hughes
Thompson
Moore
O'Leary
Houdeshel
Smallwood
Drake
Winters
Stephens
Hesse
Codey
Oates
VanDyke
Dodson
Pacholek

First Name
Dale
Robert
Brian
Ronnie
William
Michael
William
James
Philip
Richard
Robert
Patrick
David
Archie
Raymond
Richard
John
David
Oscar
Randy
John
Joseph
Michael

Birth Day
2
2
4
5
6
7
8
10
13
13
15
17
18
21
21
22
22
24
25
25
28
28
29

JOKE- 2 old Gunnys discussing if Marines really guard the streets of Heaven. They agree when one dies
he'll report back to the other if it's really true. Gunny Bill dies & sure enough a month later sends word back
to Gunny Pete - the message is "'I've got good news & bad news, good news is yes the Marines do guard the
streets of Heaven, bad news -You're scheduled to be Sgt of the guard this Friday night "
Jerry
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OUT-THINKING THE BAD GUY
We live in dangerous times, and we see now that we must be ready for anything. If someone you don’t know
approaches you, challenge him or her. This does NOT mean smile and say “hello.” THAT WAS WHAT
WE DID IN BYGONE DAYS – THINGS HAVE CHANGED! Be prepared to defend yourself to the best of
your ability. Use every level of force that is warranted, from a verbal challenge to an alternate weapon, up to
and including deadly force if you must.
It is clear that we can no longer walk through life assuming that everything is fine. Most of the time things
will be fine. Interactions with other persons will be peaceful, but each of us must maintain a constant state of
suspicious alertness. This is because criminals, deranged people, and violent people with “social agendas”
will use force against you with unwavering intent. We must be on the lookout for danger, because
perpetrators will not hesitate. A stranger approaching you on the street or at the gas pump is a warning sign.
He or she is the predator scouting out the prey. Let’s think about the gas station/mini-mart scenario, again.
Look around at all the cars and the people beside them, when you pull up to the pump. Assess the situation.
Pre-stage your weapon before you get out of your car. Adjust your positioning to help you escape. If you are
not strong, fast, or nimble, you may not have the simple choice of climbing back into your car quickly, to
avoid trouble.

No matter how good you think you are about maintaining your situational awareness, you can always get
better; are you doing the following steps every time you get gas?
•
•
•
•

Don’t turn your back on your vehicle; take a sideways posture at the pump and keep your eyes moving.
When you’re alone, lock your vehicle’s doors whenever you get out, even when you are standing beside
your car the whole time you are refueling.
Before re-entering your car, look through the windows and check the entire interior to make sure no one
is there who isn’t supposed to be. Do this especially if you leave your car to go inside the mini-mart.
If you come out of the mini-mart with your hands full, make sure your eyes are focused ahead on your
car. Don’t look down and fumble for your keys while walking.

If you have read this article, you noticed the phrase “alternate weapon.” Do you have an alternate weapon? I
would be curious and appreciative to have you tell me about your preferred alternate weapon at our next
Detachment meeting.
Semper fi, and stay safe.
Otis Fox
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MARINE CORPS LEAGUE KENTUCKIANA DETACHMENT # 729
P. O. Box 991367
LOUISVILLE, KY 40269

www.kentuckianamarines.org

Marines keep in mind that we are on Facebook now just search in google for Marine
Corps League Detachment 729 and you’ll find links to our website and Facebook.
SEMPER FI!
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