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PRIDE!
!

Fellow Marines, “we’ve got it in
spades”, and why not!! We
served as members of one of the
best fighting forces in history! February 19 is one of those
days that made the Marine Corps famous. In February and
April, we are going to hear about some of the history of the
Corps. In February, Charles Stallard, President of the Louisville
Montford Point Marine Association will be our guest speaker.
His subject will be the history of Montford Point.
In April, we will have the honor of hosting as our guest
speaker, the last surviving Medal of Honor recipient of the 26
MOHs awarded for valor on Iwo Jima. Hershal “Woody”
Williams is a most interesting and enjoyable person and I know
he will be most entertaining.

FEB UPCOMING EVENTS ……..
BOARD MEETING:
ROVING MESS:

Wednesday 8 February, 1830
Derby Museum, Churchhill Downs
Tuesday 14 February 11:00
RSVP VERY IMPORTANT!
RSVP Bob LeBlond 502-553-2969
or rleblond@aol.com
MEMBER MEETING: Monday 20 February

COMMANDANT’S MESSAGE…
After 15 or 16 months of composing a
“Commandant’s Message”, it sure gets
tough to squeeze out “inspirational
messages”. Don’t want to just spit out
words to fill space but this month I have hit
a wall! Let’s suffice to say, this detachment
has a lot of accomplishments to be proud
of but now is not the time to “chill”. One

unfortunate fact is that much is still being
done by a few. If you are not one of “the
few, the proud”, how about stepping up at
the next building cleaning or other work
party. Love to have you with us. In March,
I plan to have a “stewardship “opportunity
for all league members. How’s that for
cryptic! More to come.

JUNIOR VICE COMMANDANT……
Marines, am sure you know from our
detachment over the last 3 years 5 of our
members have been inducted into the
Kentucky Veterans Hall of Fame, one is
now deceased, Sgt Major Tom Crump.
Nominations are open for 2017 and we are
looking for a few good Veterans. You don't
have to be a Marine (although I think
Marines are a cut above any others)

Basically the requirements are to have
served on active duty and following
discharge to have continued serving in one
or more charitable or community activities.
The
website
to
see
more
is
Www.kyveterans.org
If
additional
questions please call/ email your Jr Vice
(contact info on left side if newsletter)

FROM THE CHAPLAINS DESK….....
Finding Joy and Contentment.
As the New Year begins another cycle, I pause to reflect on the past and the year ahead. Life
is never perfect. There are always the hills and valleys every year to overcome. There is
nothing I really need. I have the breath in my lungs, a roof over my head and food for the
table. And best of all I have the promise of eternal life with our heavenly Father. I am
grateful because I have God in my life and that He has given me a sense of peace and
Contentment that goes a lot further than mere happiness.
Everyone wants to be happy; we make chasing this elusive
ideal a lifelong pursuit. We spend our resources and time
collecting things, pursuing entertainment and recreation;
always needing something more. Most often those
circumstances are short lived and our happiness is
fleeting. Joy is another word that better describes an
emotion that creates a sense of wellbeing and gladness.
Joy is a deeper state that provides a confident assurance
of God’s love and His presence in our daily lives.
Happiness depends on happenings, but joy depends on
Christ. This joy comes from knowing that God is with us
no matter what and that we depend on His strength
rather than our own.
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We cannot spend all our time on our knees but it is possible to have prayerful
conversations with Him throughout our day.
I Thessalonians 5:16-18
“Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for
you in Christ Jesus”.

Richard Schmidt
Chaplain, Marine Corps League

PANHANDLERS AND PREDATORS
(and how to tell the difference)
We crusty Marines (senior citizens) are
often approached by people who would like
to get money from us under false pretenses,
or perhaps do unpleasant things to us. They
fall into two categories: (a.) panhandlers
who may ask us for help or pretend to be in
an emergency, and (b.) predators, also
known as muggers, who are actual
criminals looking to do us harm for profit. I
would like to expand your situational
awareness skills, by having you consider
these types of people and how they operate
in public. Consider how they confront you,
and learn to use some less-than-lethal
tactics for these encounters.
Panhandlers are usually out in the open,
but they can be a real threat when they come
too close to us, and violate our personal
space. They are not to be confused with
beggars and people who have real
emergencies and need assistance. The
panhandler usually says something to you,
in a place of his choosing, and under
conditions that are favorable to him. Have
you ever been approached by someone
“needing help” at a gas station at night?
Here are two such encounters I have had:
This statement was spoken to me by a
young man, who had just stepped out of his
car with his open Bible in his hand: “Excuse
me, sir; but I’ve just been reading where He
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loves everybody, and I need gas money to
go visit my sick aunt in Tennessee.” His
words seemed childish and transparent, and
it was a poor panhandling technique, in my
opinion, but he spoke to me from beside his
own car, while I was standing beside mine.
There was no threat to me, only a play on
my sympathy. I later watched him as he
used this same approach on other
customers.
On another occasion, things got more
interesting at the gas station. A young man
advanced on me from nowhere while I was
pumping gas. He was talking while quickly
coming toward me: “Hey man, I gotta make
it home tonight and I’m short on gas money
. . . .” And this statement was accompanied
by the palms-up “give me something”
gesture. Here’s how I replied in a loud
voice: “Sir, if you will stop where you are,
and stay back ten feet from me, I’ll hear
what you have to say!” That was the end of
the confrontation. This man was a predator
intent on an attack. He knew he had been
discovered. His response was to simply turn
quickly and walk away.
Semper Fi,
Otis Fox,
Pistol Team Coach
502 682-6143 502 966-4636

IWO JIMA MEMORIAL TRIP SCHEDULED……..
The 72 Anniversary of the assault on Iwo Jima and Ceremonies honoring PFC. Franklin
Sousley, USMCR who was killed on Iwo Jima after rising the flag on Mt. Suribachi will be
held in Elizaville Cemetery on February 19 at 3 pm. Weather permitting, we will depart
from the Marine House at 10 am, arriving about 12:30 with time for lunch before the event.
This is something I have wanted to do for years because my Father was there as an LST
pilot. Even if it is just a party of one, I am going! More details to follow. If interested, call
John Froehlich at 270-314-0362 or email usmc7459@gmail.com

BUILDING COMMITTEE REPORT…..
Submitted by Mary Broussard

Rental Statistics:
2016 – 34 rentals, 2017 – 2 complete, 9 under contract
$550 rental rate went into effect January 1 and has not met resistance.
Recruiters and Veterans use of building continues. The USMC Recruiting Station has
had a couple of all-hands training meetings and a couple of smaller meetings. The Woman
Marines chapter has met once and Kentucky Department of Veterans Affairs has had two
Women Veterans Advisory Committee meetings in the Board Room. All of these are on
weekdays.
LifeLine Screening will be renting the building on Wednesday, June 7. As before, they
are also offering us one free medical screening (value $149) which will be drawn for by
members attending our February meeting.
Project status:
Jimmy Young and Bob Cross installed new front door locks and worked on the door
frame to make it easier to open. Al Broussard, and Otis Phelps spent two days stripping and
re-waxing the floors in the bathrooms and kitchen. In addition, Kathy Phelps and I each
took a bathroom and spent most of a day on their knees cleaning years of hardened wax
and grime off the tile along the bottom of the walls in both bathrooms. By mid-February
Russ Stone will have installed new smoke detectors and the building will be re-inspected by
the Buechel Fire Department. Aside from smoke detectors, the only thing the fire
department was concerned about was how we were storing chairs in the area beside the
stage. We can only store chairs on the wheeled carts and must not block the breaker box
at the back of the closet. John Heffley will be updating the faucet set and possibly the
urinal in the men’s restroom. Alison Porter will has volunteered to work with me on new
calling cards and a brochure.
The lady who puts on the craft sale for the Seneca MCJROTC wants to help us have our
own craft show next year and also said her daughter would help us with a trivia party for
the public as another fundraiser. In return, she would like to use the building for a
scrapbooking party fundraiser for the cadets.
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NAVY SEAL DESCRIBES GENERAL MATTIS……..
Jerry McCandless found this jewel to share…
Rob O’Neill is the Navy Seal who killed Bin Laden. When asked what he thinks about
General Mattis being considered for Secretary of Defense, O’Neill said:
“General Mattis has a bear rug in his home, but it's not dead -- it's just afraid to move.”

THIS MONTH IN USMC HISTORY………
1 February 1967: Operation Prairie II was begun in Quang Tri province by elements of the
3d Marine Division. During the 46-day search-and-destroy operation which terminated 18
March, 93 Marines and 693 of the enemy were killed.
2 February 1944: The 4th Marine Division, as part of the first assault on islands controlled
by the Japanese before the start of World War II, captured Namur and eight other islands in
the Kwajalein Atoll.
6 February 1968: Two reduced Marine battalions, the 1st Battalion, 1st Marines with two
companies, and 2d Battalion, 5th Marines with three, recaptured Hue's hospital, jail, and
provincial headquarters. It would take three more weeks of intense house to house
fighting, and nearly a thousand Marines killed and wounded, before the imperial city was
secured.
11 February 1922: BGen John H. Russell was appointed U.S. High Commissioner and
personal representative of the President to the government of Haiti. This nine-year
assignment placed this future Commandant in supreme command of both the occupying
American force and the Haitian Gendarmerie.
15 February 1998: One hundred years ago this date, 28 Marines and 232 seamen lost their
lives when the battleship MAINE was mysteriously sunk by an explosion in the harbor of
Havana, Cuba. Though no definitive evidence linked the Spanish with the sinking, the cry
went up, "Remember the Maine!", and by late April the U.S. and Spain were at war.
17 February 1967: The first full day of Operation DECKHOUSE VI, which lasted until 3
March, was conducted near Quang Ngai city. The Special Landing Force (BLT Y4 and HMM363) accounted for 280 enemy killed.
19 February 1945: The landing on Iwo Jima began the morning of February 19. As the
Marines made their way onto the island, seven Japanese battalions opened fire on them.
By evening, more than 550 Marines were dead and more than 1,800 were wounded.
23 February 1945: Four days after the initial landings on Iwo Jima, 1stLt Harold G. Schrier
led 40 men from Company E, 2d Battalion, 28th Marines, up Mt. Suribachi to secure the
crest and raise the small American flag that battalion commander LtCol Chandler Johnson
had given Schrier. Within an hour, the patrol reached the rim of the crater. After a short
fire-fight with Japanese defenders emerging from several caves, the small American flag
was attached to an iron pipe and raised over the island.
24 February 1991: The I Marine Expeditionary Force and coalition forces began a ground
assault on Iraqi defenses in the final chapter of Operation Desert Storm. The 1st and 2d
Marine Divisions stormed into the teeth of Iraqi defenses while heavily armored allied
Page 5 of 8 Pages

forces attacked the Iraqi defenses in Iraq from behind. In 100 hours, U.S. and allied forces
defeated the Iraqi Army.
28 February 1991: Operation Desert Storm ended when the cease- fire declared by
President George Bush went into effect. I Marine Expeditionary Force has a strength of
more than 92,000 making Operation Desert Storm the largest Marine Corps operation in
history .A total of 24 Marines were killed in action during the Gulf War.

BIRTHDAYS IN FEB……
Last Name
Smither III
Kirby
Ames
Northcutt
Farmer
Willis
Detrick, Jr.
Diffey
Isbell, Jr..
Miller
Taylor
Reiter
Conn

First Name
John
William
John
W.
Charles
David
Scott
Warren
Dennis
David
Richard
Kenneth
Harold

Birth Day
1
1
2
4
5
5
5
6
6
6
6
8
10

Smith
Pelkey
Bradbury
Steinbach
Landis
Borders
Adams
Turner
Hartlage
Preston
Knight
Cato
Riner
Froehlich III

Clarence
Bruce
Donald
William
Arnold
Richard
Bruce
Ramon
Ken
Norman
Ronald
Robert
Phoebe
Paul

10
11
14
20
21
21
21
22
24
24
25
25
26
27

FEBRUARY RENEWALS
JANUARY
Johnson, Al
Powell, Charles

FEBRUARY
Fagan Robert
Hall, Eugene
Jones, Zachery
Porter, Alison
Wells, John

MARCH
Belden, Mark
Evans, Cletis
Hall, Wayne
Kiefer, Jr Walter
Koenig, Richard
Peers, Pat
Riner, Phoebe
Shulman, Cliff
Wells, Phillip

MINUTES OF JANUARY GENERAL MEETING……
The meeting was called to order by Commandant John Froelich at 1900 hours in the usual manner. All officers were
present and or accounted for. 35 members were in attendance.
There was one guest at the meeting, William “Billy” Stienback, prospective member. Billy served in the USMC from
2011 – 2015 and served in the Global War on Terror in Afghanstan, and in Okinawa, and Camp Lejuene. His MOS
was 0341 Mortar man, and attained the rank of Corporal. After being introduced, Billy made application to join the
Detachment. Motion to accept his application for approval made by Cletis Evans and seconded by Eric Shrader. Motion
carried and member was inducted by Commandant Froehlich.
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Minutes: There were no minutes for December 2016 as it was a social for the Christmas Holidays.
Chaplains Report. Chaplain Schmidt commented on members in Distress. He reminded us that Charlie Unterreiner
was hospitalized for a Stroke in early December and was being moved for rehab to the Masonic Home. Rose Taylor
was operated during the month and is recovering at home. We lost one of our members, Al Baron died earlier in the
week of January 15th and announced that we would be rendering honors in the coming days. A reminder was advised
to the membership to keep those of our members in distress in our prayers.
Paymasters Report. 1. Bob Cross gave a bright outlook on the balance of the three accounts. Thanks to a lot of hard
work from all members, the Ways and Committee, and Mary Broussard along with the Building Maintenance
volunteers, we are in great shape financially. Kudos were handed out to all of the members who work hard at our fund
raising activities. Copies of any Paymaster reports can be obtained by calling the Paymaster. General, Building, and
Gaming accounts are healthy and the money market account is also productive.
Building Status Report. Mary Broussard gave a glowing report on the status of the building rentals indicating that we
are in the black with 15 rentals complete, November and December strong and that there was $4900.00 in rental income
taken in to date. She also announced a cleaning day for 23 and 25 January 2017 to take advantage of the lack of rentals
during this period to upgrade the facility.
Commandant
1. John Froehlich presented Life Member Certificates and pins to members Erv Schoch, and Troy Bowden.
2. He discussed the Franklin Sousley Memorial which will occur and February and encouraged members to attend the
program in Elizaville, KY. More information will be published for those interested.
3. He afforded a review of the success of the past year including contributions in excess of $12,500.00 including money
donated to the Semper Fi Fund, Louisiana Flood Victims.
4. Finally he reminded members to pick up membership recruitment cards from the Sergeant at Arms…bring in some
new blood! Once a Marine always a Marine!
Senior Junior Vice Commandant: Bud Apple had no report.
Junior Vice Commandant:
Jerry McCandless reminded all members of the successes that we had last year and that he appreciated the participation
of all those that assisted. He also reminded the membership that there will be a drawing at the June 2017 meeting for a
.45 cal pistol for the member who brings in the most new members (must be 5 or more new members to be eligible)
between last year and June meeting. He also discussed having more “Fire teams” of 5 members to be formed and
stressed the idea of having teams of members who enjoy each other’s company to make up these teams. Camaraderie
is the buzz word…get together with other members and you will find this to be a very great way to get members involved
and having a positive experience with the Detachment.
2. He also announced that Charles Stallard, President of the Montfort Point Marines Association will be the speaker
for the February meeting, and Medal of Honor Recipient will be speaker for our April Meeting.
Judge Advocate: Bob LeBlond had no JA business to discuss did announce that over 16 participated in the Roving
Mess in January at Kosair Building in Buchel. The Roving Mess for the month of February will be on Tuesday 14
February at 11:00 AM. Location to be announced.
1. Al Broussard covered the new policy with regards to memberships. Basically, all memberships will now be renewed
once a year on 1 September 2016. He will put out a memo to this effect on a special mailing. IT WILL AFFECT US
ALL! This day forward, the Adjutant will be sending out invoices until more information on how National will advise
on the new policy at the mid-winter conference which will be attended by Department Commandant Bob Cross and
Detachment Commandant John Froelich.
2. Otis Fox announced that he was willing to hold a Concealed Carry class to any members interested. Some of the
training can be held at the Marine House with shooting classroom time in groups of 3 at his home. Sign up sheet was
provided.
3. Troy Bowden announced that all members should be cautious opening links to which they are not familiar. Be
particularly cautious regarding IRS scams. A good piece of advice…don’t click on links you don’t recognize!
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MARINE CORPS LEAGUE
KENTUCKIANA DETACHMENT # 729
P. O. Box 991367
LOUISVILLE, KY 40269

www.kentuckianamarines.org

Marines keep in mind that we are on Facebook now just search in google for Marine
Corps League Detachment 729 and you’ll find links to our website and Facebook.
SEMPER FI!
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