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A committee of the Continental Congress met at Tun Tavern to
draft a resolution calling for two battalions of Marines able to fight
for independence at sea and on shore. The resolution was
approved on November 10, 1775, officially forming the
Continental Marines.
On July 4, 1776, the thirteen colonies claimed their independence
from England, an event which eventually led to the formation of
the United States. Each year on July 4th, also known as
Independence Day, Americans celebrate this historic event.

Marines were protecting the
USA before it was formed!

Bob Cross (502)543-1889
mclbcross33@gmail.com

Chaplain:
Richard Schmidt (502)322-6170
schmidtr1@bellsouth.net

Sergeant-At-Arms:
Charles Turner (502)265-0807
zulu325@aol.com

JULY UPCOMING EVENTS ……..
ROVING MESS:

Web Sergeant/Newsletter
Troy Bowden (502)424-2213
troybowden77@gmail.com
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12 July 2016 at 11:30 am Captains Quarters
5700 Captain's Quarters Rd, Prospect, Ky.
RSVP Bob LeBlond 502-553-2969
or rleblond@aol.com
BOARD MEETING: 13 July 1830 hrs (Wednesday) Marine House
STATE MEETING: 15-16 July Meeting in Louisville Marine House
MEMBER MEETING: 18 July 1900 hrs (Monday) Marine House

COMMANDANT’S MESSAGE……..
Detachment #729 experienced a
“turning point year” this year. New home,
lots of new active members, over 10,000
volunteer
hours
generated
and
approximately 14,000 kids in the
Louisville area received toys because of
our work. And that’s just the highpoints!
BIG DEAL!!! “That was yesterday,
what have you done today??” Answer, we
start all over and do it again! In fact, we
could do so much more if we can:
1. Reactivate the “reservists” who are
on the rolls. I have a plan for that.

2. Kick into gear and get serious about
winning the 45 cal. pistol offered to
the person who recruits 5 new
members. T.D. is out front with
three and you’re eating his dust!
3. After we swear in a new member,
we need to retrain them by involving
them in our activities.
Jerry
McCandless “Fire Team” approach
is the key. If you are not in a fire
team, set one up. Talk to Jerry.
In other words, the plan is the 3 R’s,
Reactivation, Recruiting and Retention.

TOM VARLEY’S LEGACY…..
If you remember, I called Tom “Easy
Money Varley”. Who would have thought
that just by buying groceries at Kroger, the
Detachment could earn $800.00 to a
$1,000.00 a year! TOM DID! 24 families
signed up for the Kroger’s Community
Rewards Program and last quarter, $226.27
was earned for the League.

Either the rest of you are not eating or you
are throwing money away that could be
coming to the League! Please sign up and
“chow down”! How about we make it
easier for you. LaVon Varley at 502-2451519, has volunteered to carry on Tom’s
project and help anyone needing help
getting signed up.
Call LaVon!

SGT. CLYDE THOMASON GOING HOME…….
Sharpsburg and Parris Island here we come!
When the Etown Marine Corps League
Sharpsburg and invite anyone who wants
disbanded, we received many treasurers
to join us to get onboard. We depart
courtesy of Mr. Chris Thomason. Included
Tuesday August 9 at about 0800 and will
was a portrait of Sgt. Clyde Thomason,
attend the Sharpsburg League meeting that
posthumous recipient and first enlisted
evening at 1900. After spending the night
man to receive the Medal of Honor for his
in Sharpsburg, our plan is to proceed to
actions with Carlson’s Raiders on Makin
Parris Island and attend the Graduation
Atoll. What do we do with such a
Ceremony on Friday August 12 at 0900.
treasure? Research told us that he was a
Later that afternoon, we will depart for
native of Georgia and we found that the
home, stopping one night on the way. All
Sharpsburg Georgia League is named in
are invited. We will travel by private auto
honor of this Marine. They are most
and will just add autos as our numbers
excited to receive the portrait.
dictate. More details at the July Member
We are going to deliver the portrait to
Meeting.
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DOWN RANGE REPORT….
One of our most productive fund raisers is
the M-1 Garand Rifle Raffle. Please take a
look at the flyer and contact C. J. Wychulis
at 502-550-2646, he will acknowledge
your sale and send you the stub to enter
you in the drawing to be held in
November. Let's all do our share. Second
Prize is a Marine Corps Commemorative
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Murphy Combat Knife. Third Prize is a
$200.00 gift card. To date, 496 tickets
have been sold and there are 295 tickets
outstanding, many of which are probably
sold. Please get your sales turned in to CJ
asap! All tickets must be accounted for
before drawing can legally be held in
November. LOCK & LOAD MARINES!

BOB ROSS ~ MARINE OF THE YEAR!!

“Thank you so very much for making me the Marine of the Year! My Mother will be so
proud of me. So will my kids & many grandkids. Thank you so very much.” Emotional
words spoken by Detachment Marine of the Year, Bob Ross. THANK YOU BOB! As the
instigator of the effort that got us our Marine House and for your initiative in securing over
$10,000.00 in new flooring donated by U S Floors of Dalton, Ga. An honor well deserved.

FROM THE CHAPLAINS DESK….....
Not Forgotten
This memorial day we had a chance to remember our fallen soldiers who have died for our freedom.
We remembered our police, firemen and other first responders who also gave their lives to protect
and defend our communities. It is our way of saying we have not forgotten their faith and endurance
to persevere….to be inspired by the hope that God’s love will one day conquer the evil in this world.
1 Thessalonians 1:3 “We continually remember before our God and father, your work produced by faith,
your labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.”
When I hear various veterans describe the hardships and casualties that occurred during their service
I bow my head in tears. I dare not ask myself the question that haunts me so often…, “Was it all for
nothing”? Then I think about the men and women I have come to know in the Marine Corps
League. They are a special breed; they are always willing to help others. They are the remnant
faithful who quietly serve. They are truly the Marine’s motto,”Semper Fidelis”, (always faithful).
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Richard Schmidt
Chaplain, Marine Corps League

AUXILLARY NEWS….
The MCL gave out the MOY for this year and the recipient was Bob Ross, congrats to him.
The picnic was a tremendous success and thank goodness for an air conditioned building.
Much socializing conversation was enjoyed by all.
The Aux will have a meeting this month, it has been a while and we really need to have
one.
Birthdays July 2016
Rina Borders
16
LaVon Varley
15
Sincerely,
Peggy Landis

BUILDING REPORT……..
Mary Broussard
The building and grounds continue to look lovely.
Many thanks to the faithful yard crew who come
every time they are asked to keep the grounds cut
and trimmed for rentals. I now have a list of
volunteers to call on when needed for inside and a
couple of teams who have volunteered to take a
whole month! So far all of our renters have been
great with their clean ups so it has been super easy
to turn the building around between parties.
Since we had our first rental in early April, we
have had 9 rentals in the building and rented the
parking lot to St. Martha for their picnic. We
have 6 more on the books through October and

daily inquiries about future dates. We have had
two cancellations – we keep the deposit unless
another party books that date.
If any of you know businesses that have for their
employees or customers, please let them know
about our building. It sits vacant during the week
and we can be competitive with our rates.
Let’s also look ahead to ways we can enjoy the
building more ourselves. The picnic was a huge
success and enjoyed by all. Maybe we can hold a
potluck once a quarter, a movie night (or
afternoon), trivia party, etc.

BIRTHDAYS IN JULY……
Riggs, Jr.
Bailey
Gray
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James
Marion
William

3
6
13

Jones, Jr.
Shrader
Wychulis

Joseph
Eric
C.

23
24
25

Moore
Robertson
Dobbs
Breen
Cook III
Hack

Frederick
Kenneth
Mark
David
Richard
Lindell

13
15
15
18
18
20

Milligan, Sr.
Bivin
Hall
Kapfhammer
Thompson

Carson
Ernest
Douglas
Bruce
James

25
26
27
28
29

A NOTE FROM THE ADJUANT……
Marines,
Retention is one of the most important factors that impacts on our membership. While we are doing well
recruiting new members we are not doing such a good job retaining the ones we already have.
At the end of the fiscal year this month, I gave the Commandant an overview of the status of our
membership. There was good news and bad news. The good news is that we have retained our
membership steady at 285 members. The bad news is that we are losing ground on RETENTION.
Statistics show that we have lost 8 members this FY due to inactivity and more seriously, we will be losing
11 members between now and December 2016 if we don’t contact those members who are nearing the 1
year inactivity mark!
Here is a status report as of the end of FY-2016.
Gains: We picked up 6 new members via transfers into our Detachment during this FY.
We have recruited 20 new members which included 7 Re-instatements.
(Of the 7 reinstated members 2 have renewed then immediately chose to be life members.)
Losses: 1 member transferred out of our Detachment to Detachment 1394 in New Albany, IN.
8 members were dropped for inactivity as noted above
11 of our beloved members died during this fiscal year.
A quick math calculation reflects that during this FY – while we had a gain of 26 members – we should
also note that we lost 20.
While we have no control of member losses due to death, we can do better retaining those whom we have
dropped because we just plain lost tract of them. This is where we can do better! The Junior Vice
Commandant is the project officer for Retention…please help him as we try to bring our delinquent
members home! RETENTION IS AN ALL HANDS EFFORT.


On a positive note 8 of our current members opted to go Lifetime.
DUES RENEWALS
JUNE NEWSLETTER

JUNE
(PREVIOUS)
Baker, Albert
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JULY
(CURRENT)
Hebert, Frank

AUGUST
(NEXT)
Moore, Brenda

Breen, David
Ruscher, Edward
Wright, John

Litchenberger-Davis, Kat
Warren, Herbert

Walsh, William

DROP FOR INACTIVITY
Danny Caughron

KENTUCKIANA DET. #729
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE - MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING
20 June 2016
The meeting was called to order by Commandant John Froehlich at 1900 hours in the usual manner. All other officers
were present or accounted for.
There were
Minutes: Minutes were published in the June Newsletter, there were no corrections to the minutes and minutes were
officially filed as published.
There were no new members to propose for membership.
1. Commandant Froehlich asked for RSVP’s for the Picnic to be held on 26 June 2016.
2. He very briefly announced to the membership that the Detachment will be sponsoring the State Convention on 1516 July 2016 and that if called the membership should be prepared to show up in force to support the Detachment in
this effort.
3. He reminded the membership that Rifle Raffle tickets can would be sold after the program and anyone needing
tickets could also call C. J. Wychulis at (502) 550-2646. He may also be contacted at his e-mail at
cwychulis@aol.com to obtain tickets. Additionally, a flyer was placed in last month’s newsletter with an order form
and information on how to obtain tickets which was e-mailed and mailed to all members. He asked that we rally
around and support this project as it is an important income source for our Detachment.
4. Finally he discussed a proposed trip to Sharpsburg, Georgia to make a presentation of the Clyde Thomason collage
to the Sharpsburg Detachment, and plans to caravan to the event with a side trip to Parris Island. This will occur in
August with plans to depart on 9 August thru Saturday 13 August. If you are interested in joining this event please
contact Commandant Froehlich at (270) 314 0362.

Concealed Carry in the Summer…….
Quick and efficient access to our concealed
carry weapon has been the subject of several
past articles. This topic gains more importance
as we enter the summer months, and layers of
clothing become lighter and fewer. How best
to conceal our handgun while dressing in a
way that is appropriate for the weather and
occasion? Consider the humble fanny pack as
an option. This and other items, such as
women’s purses, are referred to as “off-body
carry.” Here is the story of an armed
encounter, successfully executed by a
responsibly armed citizen without firing a
shot, and told with a bit of humor. The writer
is responding to a June 21, 2016 article in the
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Concealed Carry Magazine, online version
(edited for brevity):
“I've used a fanny/belly pack for 20 years or
more. I'm disabled and it's really hard to carry
on my body. It's just a generic rig, but has
done what I need, and most of the time it's just
hung over my shoulder. I use a cane and
nobody takes any notice of an old cripple,
including the gentleman who wanted to "whip
my crippled ass" as he put it. But with the
sight of my firearm and a 911 call, he thought
different of it. He got two weeks before he
could make bail, then paid to have his car
released from impound, and paid the parking

ticket, $250.00 for parking beside me in a
handicapped space. This happened in a drug
store parking lot, and it had surveillance
cameras. If this went down in a place with no
cameras or other people, I would have had to
use deadly force, and the police said under the
circumstances it would be within reason to use
deadly force most anywhere. But I chose
where I parked, to keep as much control over
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE
KENTUCKIANA DETACHMENT # 729
P. O. Box 991367
LOUISVILLE, KY 40269

www.kentuckianamarines.org
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the situation as possible. You need to keep
watch as much as possible. Try to control the
situation if you can. There are some mean
people in this world. And with these unisex
bathrooms it is going to get worse.”
Stay safe and Semper Fi,
Otis Fox

Marines keep in mind that we are on Facebook now just search in google for Marine
Corps League Detachment 729 and you’ll find links to our website and Facebook.
SEMPER FI!
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