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Detachment Officers
Elected Officers:
Commandant:
John Froehlich (270) 314-0362
johnfroehlich9014@gmail.com

Senior Vice Commandant:
C.J. Wychulis (502)425-1368
cwychulis@aol.com

Junior Vice Commandant:
Jerry McCandless (502) 639-1449
jmccandl197@aol.com

Judge Advocate:
Bob LeBlond (502) 239-9946
rleblond@aol.com

Auxiliary President:
Peggy Landis (502) 819-0123
peggylandis@att.net

Appointed Officers
Adjutant:
Allen D. Broussard (502) 267-4776
twomarinefamily@gmail.com

Paymaster:
James Thompson (502) 974-7183
jtlouky@gmail.com

Chaplain:

With the aid of Detachment #729 Commandant John
Froehlich, Deputy Commissioner of Kentucky Department of
Veteran Affairs Heather French Henry cut the Open House
ribbon.
President of Buechel Womans Club Patti
Rechenwald, the League’s partner in this venture, looks on
with approval. Over 1,200 hours and many thousands of
dollars have been invested in the renovation of the 4,000
square foot building over the last many months.

Richard Schmidt (502) 322-6170
schmidtr1@bellsouth.net

MAY UPCOMING EVENTS ……..

Sergeant-At-Arms:

BOARD MEETING: Wed, 8 June, 1830, Marine House

Charles Turner (502) 265-0807
zulu325@aol.com

Web Sergeant/Newsletter
Troy Bowden (502) 424-2213
troybowden77@gmail.com

ROVING MESS:
Tues, 14 June, 1100, Chubby Rays
3910 Ruckreigel Pkway
RSVP 502-239-9946 or rleblond@aol.com
INSTALLATION & AWARDS: Mon, 20 June, 1900
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LEAGUE & AUXILIARY PICNIC: Sun, 26 June, 1400 1800
Marine House Picnic Grounds

COMMANDANT’S MESSAGE……..
COUNT…. OFF!
Marines, we are fortunate to have members
like Jerry McCandless. Jerry has initiated a
membership recruitment and retention
program that works! In addition, he has
offered an incentive that is fantastic!!! A new
model 1911 .45 cal. ACP pistol to be
awarded to the member bringing in the most
new members by June 30, 2017. To qualify,
you must recruit at least 5 new members and
in the event of a tie, a random drawing will
decide the winner. Just got one thing to say.
Out of respect for one of our most dedicated
members and “for the good of the league”…
GET YOUR ASSES IN GEAR!
I have ordered 500 business cards with
information about our meeting time and
location with contact information. Here is
how easy it can be:
 You see a Marine EGA at the
grocery… give them a “Semper Fi”,
ask if they know about MCL and give
them a card. Get their name and
email address and invite them to a

meeting. Give the info to Jerry. When
sworn in, you are on the boards!
 See a car in the parking lot at the mall
or at church, slide a card in their side
window with your name and phone
number and ask them to call you.
 Every time you see the EGA, hand out
a card with your name and phone
number on the back.
Next step is to “sell” them on joining. Think
about why you participate and tell them… I
view the League as a community service club
that just happens to be made up of former
Marines and FMF Corpsman and Chaplains.
I tell them about Toys for Tots, Honor Details,
scholarships and especially the camaraderie
that benefits us, especially those who have
seen combat.
In future Newsletters, the COUNT…. OFF!
section will list our progress to date. If it’s not
already there, hope your name appears soon.
We have a good thing going here… let’s
“share the wealth”.

DOWN RANGE….
The Rifle Raffle is progressing although a bit
slowly. Please do not be lulled into thinking
that the drawing date is “months away and I
have all kinds of time”. The funds collected
are available for immediate use and our
financial wellbeing depends on this as well as
the revenue from the hall rental. Raffle Chair
C J Wychulis is most anxious for you to at
least buy those tickets you want for yourself.

Then we need you to get others sold. We
intend to have a table set up at several Gun
Shows and Gun Stores.
We will need
individuals to staff the site. Please step up
when the call comes for volunteers. Future
DOWN RANGE…. sections of the Newsletters
will display our progress toward the 1000
ticket goal.

INSTALLATION AND AWARDS MEETING….
A little different approach is going to be used
this year. Because of all the recent “food”
events we have had and the fact that the
Summer Picnic is June 26, the Installation
and Awards Meeting is going to be dessert,
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coffee, chex mix and soft drinks. If you want
dessert, cost will be $3.00 per person.
Coffee, chex mix and soft drinks are free.
You are encouraged to bring your spouse
and prospective members.

LEAGUE & AUXILIARY SUMMER PICNIC….
WE REALLY HOPE YOU COME
TO THE SUMMER PICNIC
SUNDAY JUNE 26 ~ 2PM TO 6PM
PICNIC GROUNDS AT THE MARINE HOUSE
FOOD ~ FROLIC ~ GAMES
HORSE SHOES ~ CORN HOLE ~ HILL BILLY GOLF
BRING A COVERED DISH ~ MEAT PROVIDED
BRING YOUR OWN CHAIR
CALL NANCY WALLACE 502-245-5615 FOR
RESERVATION AND WHAT DISH YOU ARE BRINGING
PLEASE COME EVEN IF YOU CANNOT PREPARE A DISH

FROM THE CHAPLAINS DESK….....
Heaven ‘s Scene
Every year we lose some of our Marines.
This year we’ve already lost : Danny Plyler,
Warren Little, Jackie Rector, Chuck Brown,
Jimmie Trusty, Morris Brotzge and Tom
Varley. Each time we lose one of our
brothers and sisters, we become acutely
aware that a part of our Marine Corps history
has passed. Like so many of our faithful
Marines after military service they continued
to serve in their communities. We have
special memories of them as we worked
together on activities like VA Volunteers,
Medal of Honor Program, Toys for Tots,
Funeral Visitations, Rifle Honor Details, Color
guards, Fund raisers and League functions.
They were the faithful who were always there
ready to step up for the task at hand. They
believed in the Marine Corps motto; “God,
Country and Family”. We will remember
them as we continue the Marine legacy that
has been passed on to us.
I love to hear the words in the Marine’s
Hymn, “If the Army or the Navy ever look on

Richard Schmidt
Chaplain, Marine Corps League
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Heaven’s scene, they will find the streets are
guarded by United States Marines”.
We don’t know a lot about heaven. The bible
references heaven in Rev 21:4 “He will wipe
every tear from their eyes. There will be no
more death or mourning or crying or pain, for
the old order of things has passed away”.
In John 14 :1-6 Jesus comforts his disciples
telling them he is going to heaven to prepare
a place and promises to come back and take
them with Him. But Thomas (disciple)
questions Jesus. “Lord, we don’t know where
you are going so how can we know the way
?” and Jesus answers, “I am the way, and
the truth and the life. No one come to the
father except through me.”
Believing in
Jesus is the way to Heaven. It is a gift from
God. We only have to accept it by believing
in Him.
Romans 10:9 “If you confess with your
mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your
heart that God raised Him from the dead you
will
be
saved.
“
.

Junior Vice-Commandant Message……
For those of you who attended our May
meeting you heard HB Deatherage the
executive Director of the Kentucky Veterans
Hall of Fame (KVHOF) give a presentation on
this very fine organization. Their motto is
“honoring veterans who continue to serve
above
and
beyond".
The very first class of honorees was in
2014 and 25 inductees were honored. This
year 20 more have been selected out of a list
60 plus nominees. Our league is proud to
announce that 3 of our own have been
selected and will be formally announced in
the rotunda of the state Capitol in early
August.
We are proud to announce TD Freeman,
Mary Broussard & Al Broussard will be
inducted into the Kentucky Veterans Hall of
Fame for 2016. Following the announcement

in August (specific date to be announced) a
recognition dinner for the inductees and their
guests the inductees will be held
September 16 at the Frankfort convention
center. The following morning the formal
induction ceremony will take place.
This is a major honor for these 3 and I
would hope we as a league could turn out as
a large group to recognize & celebrate this
special occasion. I have been to this
presentation and the evening meal on the
16th is a presentation sort of like a “this is
your life”. Very impressive & emotional. The
morning of the 17th will be the presentation of
medals and recognition of our honorees.
More details of specifics in subsequent
newsletters but if you'd like to attend please
contact our Junior Vice-Commandant

Jerry McCandless
Junior Vice-Commandant

AUXILLARY NEWS….
I want to thank the Ladies who helped in
the Open Houses for the MCL.
We elected and sworn in our Officers and
they have been they are;
President-Peggy Landis, Sr Vice-PresNancy Wallace, Jr Vice-Pres-Mary Klein,
Jag- Lois Fox and Chaplain-Catherine
Gividen.
Birthdays
Pat Lovitt

Sincerely,
Peggy Landis

June 2016
15

Beth Wychulis

BIRTHDAYS IN JUNE……
Gerald Schultz
Cletis Evans Jr
James Young
Bart Leist
Robert Taylor Jr
Timothy Hanson
Troy Bowden
Ray Stoess
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We welcome new members Rina Borders
and Emily Wolf, we are glad you
joined and are on board with us. I have
heard news of a picnic in June but, it still
needs to be voted on by the MCL, since
they have joined us in presenting it.

1
6
6
7
7
7
9
10

Joseph McCauley 10
Tonnie Renfo
11
Walter Kiefer Jr 14
Francis Thompson 14
Richard Putman 18
Frank Waterhouse 19
Alison Porter
19
James Sutton
20

George Sotsky 22
Tom Ray
26
Kenneth Flood.Sr26
Clifford Shulman 26
Joe Doebler
26
David Miller
28
Kenneth Arnold 28
John Heffley
28

15

BUILDING REPORT……..
Mary Broussard
Thanks to all who helped make our first two open houses huge successes. The building and grounds
looked beautiful and the food was delicious. Special thanks to David Hesse’s son, Ben, who joined the
early morning crew resetting the building after a party the night before. He has offered to volunteer more.
Thanks to the “yard crew” who have formed up and are keeping the grounds in great shape. Now I still
need to find a couple of crews to do the same with cleaning up after parties or resetting the building in
preparation for a party. Even if you cannot help on a regular basis, PLEASE let me know if you would be
able to once in a while. I would like to have a list of members I can contact rather than putting out a bulk
email each time I need help. I continue to get a lot of inquiries and am showing the building 2-3 times a
week. At least one of those turns into a rental.
As an example: Our last open house was followed by a MCL meeting and I asked for folks to help
Nancy Wallace and Al finish cleaning the kitchen, mop floors and reset the building for the next event.
Only one person showed up. It took us three hours to do what would have taken less than 2 hours if we had
had even 2 more people.
Below is the rental schedule and help is needed:
June – parties Sat 4, 11 & 18 Parking lot rented to St. Martha’s 24& 25, MCL picnic 26th
 Building needs to be cleaned and set up the day before each party
 Help needed Monday 13th and 20th to clean and reset after parties to be ready for the June BWC and
MCL meetings
July – weddings Sat 2&9, MCL Dept Convention 15&16 , anniversary party on July 17
 Building needs to be cleaned and set up the day before each party
 Prep for Department meeting will be ongoing starting Monday July 11, clean & reset the building on
16th for rental the next day.
 Help needed on Monday 18th – reset the building for MCL meeting

This Month in History
2 June 1918: At dawn on this date, the crack German 28th Division attacked along the axis of the
Paris-Metz road hitting the American 2d Division, including the 4th Marine Brigade. The Marines
opened with deadly rifle fire and helped hand the German troops a setback which set the stage for
Marine victory at Belleau Wood which would soon follow, although at great cost.
10 June 1898: The First Marine Battalion, commanded by LtCol Robert W. Huntington, landed on
the eastern side of Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. The next day, Lt Herbert L. Draper hoisted the
American flag on a flag pole at Camp McCalla where it flew during the next eleven days. LtCol
Huntington later sent the flag with an accompanying letter to Colonel Commandant Charles
Heywood noting that "when bullets were flying, ...the sight of the flag upon the midnight sky has
thrilled our hearts."
12 June 1961: President John F. Kennedy signed a Presidential Proclamation calling for the
American flag to be flown at the Marine Corps War Memorial in Arlington, Virginia, "at all times
during the day and night." Discussions between the Attorney General's office and Marine Corps
officials earlier in 1961 on improving the visibility and appearance of the monument led to the
proposal to fly the Flag continuously, which by law could only be done by Congressional
legislation or by Presidential proclamation.
15 June 1944: Preceded by naval gunfire and carrier air strikes, the V Amphibious Corps
assaulted the west coast of Saipan, Marianas Islands. By nightfall, the 2d and 4th Marine
Divisions, moving against heavy opposition, had established a beachhead 10,000 yards wide and
1,500 yards deep.
To see the rest of the month please visit our website at http://www.kentuckianamarines.org/
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Situational Awareness: Home Invasions
Let’s think about defending ourselves in our homes. To make this exercise more authentic, let’s
consider that we will be totally surprised by a home invasion! Also, we may not be able to get to
our gun in time. Home invasion perpetrators come from all across the race/age/gender spectrum. I
recently saw a video of two teenage girls who were going door to door in an assisted living facility,
using trickery to gain entry, then overpowering and robbing their elderly victims. Although we will
discuss preventive measures later in this article, what do we do when a threatening person is
actually in our house?
Our first reaction is to fight back, and do so offensively and aggressively. This does not mean that
we wait until the first blow is struck against us, it means that we shout for help, grab whatever is
nearby for a weapon, and try to gain the advantage on our attacker! If possible, you should
advance with the intent of striking, shooting, or doing whatever damage you can. I don’t mean to
block, trip, stun, or confuse the perpetrator; I mean to hurt and/or kill him. (In a defensive shooting
scenario away from your home, you could have your case endangered if your assailant’s lawyer
accused you of “advancing with intent to do harm.”) But inside your home, you must become the
aggressor, and you must drive away or destroy the threat.
For the rest of the article please visit our website at http://www.kentuckianamarines.org/
Otis Fox
DUES RENEWALS
JUNE NEWSLETTER

MAY
(PREVIOUS)

JUNE
(CURRENT)

Blanton, Gary
LeFan, Bruce
Smith, Roger C.
Trout, Steven
Whalen, Stephen

Baker, Albert
Breen, David
Ruscher, Edward
Wright, John

JULY
(NEXT)
Hebert, Frank
Litchenberger-Davis, Kat
Rice Michael
Snyder, Gordon
Warren, Herbert

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING
16 May 2016
The meeting was called to order by Commandant John Froehlich at 1900 hours in the usual manner. All other officers
were present or accounted for.
New Membership: There were two applicants for New Membership, John Bishop and James Maddix. John Bishop
was sponsored by Ed Armento. He served in the Corps from Feb 66 to Feb 68 and was a Track Vehicle Repairman.
He was a Vietnam Veteran, attained the rank of Corporal and received the VNSM, VNCM, PUC, and NDSM.
Walter J. Kiefer Jr. was sponsored by Eric Shrader. He served from Aug 79 to Nov 1987 attaining the rank of
Sergeant and was in the 3581 Motor Transport MOS. A motion was made by Eric Shrader and seconded by Fred
Dyne. After voting, both members were approved unanimously and were sworn in by Commandant Froehlich.
Minutes: Minutes were published in the March Newsletter, there were no corrections to the minutes and minutes
were officially filed as published.
Paymaster: Paymaster Bob Cross gave his report on all three accounts. There being no corrections or questions
concerning the Paymaster Report, it was filed for review and audit.
Commandant then announced that the June Meeting will be the annual Installation of Officers and followed by the
Annual Awards program.
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All other reports were delayed in lieu of our Speaker program by H.B. Deatherage, the Executive
Director/CEO of the Kentucky Veterans Hall of Fame. Mr. Deatherage gave a wonderful presentation of the
Kentucky Hall of Fame which was received favorably by the Detachment. In it, he mentioned that some of our
members had been nominated for this prestigious award.
REPORT OF OFFICERS
COMMANDANT’S REPORT
1. Commandant Froehlich announced that the Memorial Day Observance at Jeffersontown Memorial Park will
feature Heather French Henry as the Keynote speaker and urged all members to find the time to attend the
program. The Kentuckiana Detachment will provide a Color Guard for this event. This will be on Sunday, May 29,
2016 at 6:00.
2. He also thanked all who turned out for the very successful Marine Family Open House. The event was a total
success with over 170 attendees.
3. We continue to remind the membership that Raffle Tickets are still available. This rifle was made in 1943 and is
“all original” and made at the Springfield Armory. Drawing for the M-1 Garand Rifle will be held at the November
meeting of the Detachment. Second Prize will be a commemorative “Murphy Combat Knife, a collector’s item
and is valued at $375.00. Third Prize will be a $200.00 gift certificate from Lotus Gun Works. For tickets
please call or e-mail C. J. Wychulis at (502) 550-2646 or e-mail at cwychulis@aol.com.

Committee Reports
1. The Investment Committee - Bob Leblond reported that the Investment Committee met and after reviewing the
investments and strategy, they opted to move the remainder of the money from the Stocks and Bonds portfolio to a
Money Market Account.
2. Mary Broussard gave a report on the success that we are having at building rentals. All hands are encouraged to
volunteer to upkeep the grounds and the building. She reported 14 rentals already on the books for the period through
the middle of October. IF YOU CAN VOLUNTEER IN ANY WAY PLEASE CONTACT MARY BROUSSARD
AT (502) 267-4776 or e-mail her at twomarinefamily@gmail.com. This is an income generating operation and with
your help we can cut maintenance and clean-up by volunteering our services.
3. Bob Ross reminded the Commandant and the Board of Directors that to maintain the 502 C 3, the Detachment
needs to develop a Budget for the Hall Rental.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
1. Pistol Team Awards were presented to J. R. Riggs and the Pistol Team for this past year’s Pistol Match.
Congratulations are in order for the entire team.
2. Marine of the Year nomination forms were handed out and it was announced that all nominations needed to be
submitted to the President of the MOY Society via the Post Office Box by the end of May 2016. A meeting of the
MOY Society will be held the first week of June to select this year’s recipient.
NEW BUSINESS
1. Election of Officers for FY – 2017. Richard Schmidt of the nominating committee gave the final report of the
Slate of Officers and conducted the FY-2017 Election of Officers. Following the procedures in the By-Laws, the
election was held and the following Officers will be your new Officers for the new fiscal year.
John Froehlich – uncontested was re-elected to the post of Commandant
Charles “Bud” Apple – Also uncontested was elected to the Post of Senior Vice Commandant.
Jerry McCandless – Also uncontested was re-elected to the post of Junior Vice Commandant.
Finally in a contested race, Bob LeBlond (incumbent) was elected for another term as Judge Advocate.
In his acceptance, Bob announced that he was pleased to be re-elected and complimented the Eric Shrader and Bob
Ross for their initiative to run for office. He also indicated that this would be his final tour in this position and
encouraged these members to “shadow” some of the current Officers to gain some experience in the running of the
Detachment.
2. Officers will be installed at the June Meeting.
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MARINE CORPS LEAGUE
KENTUCKIANA DETACHMENT # 729
P. O. Box 991367
LOUISVILLE, KY 40269

www.kentuckianamarines.org

Marines keep in mind that we are on Facebook now just search in google for Marine
Corps League Detachment 729 and you’ll find links to our website and Facebook.
SEMPER FI!
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