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June 1948, young Tom Varley, encouraged by his brother-in-law,
a World War II Marine, joined the local Marine Corps Reserve.
Most reservists trained at home and didn’t go to boot camp. The
next two years, Tom Varley advanced to Buck Sergeant. He and
his friend Cpl. Frank Canterberry ran the movie projector showing
training films. In June 1950 at Camp Lejeune summer camp, the
Korean Conflict erupted and Tom’s unit was activated. Shipped to
Camp Pendleton, they received training and were shipped to
Korea by way of Kobe Japan in October. Tom estimated almost
half of activated Marines never attended boot camp! Outfitted with
cold weather gear minus down sleeping bags, Tom arrived at
Wonson Harbor Korea on November 11, 1950 and was trucked to
Kotori to join Chesty Puller’s 1st Marine Regiment. “They put me
in H&S Company, I guess because I ran a projector during my
reserve time!” For the next 6 months, Tom was assigned to the
security platoon to outpost around the regimental CP. During the
Chosin Reservoir campaign the 1st Marine Regiment was posted
at the village of Kotori 10 miles south of the reservoir. Dec 1950
to Nov.1951, 1st Marine Division fought its way back up the
peninsula to a point north of the 38th parallel. December 1951
Tom returned home via Japan and Quantico.
Continued below on page 2

RETURN TO KOREA
November 6, 2015, Tom and LaVon landed
much more pleasantly at Inchon Airport.
Tthousands of Korean War Vets have
returned as guest of the Korean government.
Jerry McCandless and Tom said “they treated
us like kings!” During a orientation session
on 10 November, Tom called the 8 other
Marines in attendance to attention and they
celebrated our Birthday. Lodged in a 5 star
hotel, their visit was highlighted with visits to
sites of battles although Tom said
reconstruction
made
the
villages
unrecognizable. Tom was surprised to find
the DMZ, the most fortified place in the world,

featured souvenir shops at many of the watch
towers! Tom complimented a Korean soldier
who was telling him about the DMZ and when
asked where he learned such good English,
the reply, Penn State!
While touring a
memorial wall honoring those killed in the
conflict, Tom found the name of his friend,
Frank Canterberry
I know you all share with me the pride I feel
being able to call these Korean War vets that
special word, friend. Tom welcomes phone
calls after mid-morning thru late afternoon
any day except Tuesday and Friday when he
gets his chemo. Give him a call.

The Commandant’s Corner
Commandant John Froehlich

HEADS UP GRANDPARENTS!
The phone rings.
“Hello” says I. “Hey
Granpaw, it’s your oldest grandson.” “Hey
Noah!’ I said excitedly “how you doin buddy!”
Noah, a junior at college in Orlando, is calling
me! Don’t get to see him often. He says,
“Not so good, got a minute.”
Whoa,
something’s wrong.
“Hope you can
understand me, I broke my nose and have
four stitches in my upper lip”, says Noah.
“You remember my friend Terry? We went to
his brother’s wedding in Chicago and he got
a little smashed, and well…” Oh boy, here it
comes! Then I realize two things. Even with
a smashed up mouth, this doesn’t quite

sound like Noah and HE ALWAYS CALLS
ME POPPY! So I say, “Hey, before we get
into that, tell me how your grades were in
Gainesville.” “Oh, they were OK”. I said, “oh
really….my grandson is in Orlando jackass.”
CLICK…HE’S GONE LIKE A SCAULDED
DOG!
True story! Two weeks ago. I know this
happens, but just to other people, right! If
you get a call from an older grandchild in
trouble, asking for money, ask a question to
which only they will know the answer. Save
yourself so money and embarrassment.

There are a lot of scumbags out there that

think we are stupid. Let’s prove them wrong!

-- FEBRUARY UPCOMING EVENTS -ROVING MESS:

9 February 2016 at 1100 The Hungry Pelican 5412 Bardstown Rd
Please RSVP to Bob LeBlond 502-239-9946 or Email rleblond@aol.com

BOARD MEETING:
GENERAL MEETING:
IWO JIMA EVENT

10 February 1830 hrs (Wednesday) Marine House
15 February 1900 hrs (Monday) Marine House
71ST Anniversary Celebration
21 February in Flemingsburg, KY
More Information to come

From the Chaplin’s Desk
Chaplin Richard Schmidt
What are you searching for?
As the New Year begins another cycle, I
pause to reflect on the past and the year
ahead. Life is never perfect. There are
always the hills and valleys every year to
overcome. There is nothing I really need. I
have the breath in my lungs, a roof over my
head and food for the table. And best of all I
have the promise of eternal life with our
heavenly Father. I am grateful because I
have God in my life and that He has given me
a sense of peace and contentment that goes
a lot further than mere happiness.
Everyone wants to be happy; we make
chasing this elusive ideal a lifelong pursuit.
We spend our resources and time collecting
things,
pursuing
entertainment
and
recreation; always needing something more.
Most often those circumstances are short
lived and our happiness is fleeting. Joy is

another word that better describes an
emotion that creates a sense of wellbeing
and gladness. Joy is a deeper state that
provides a confident assurance of God’s love
and His presence in our daily lives.
Happiness depends on happenings, but joy
depends on Christ. This joy comes from
knowing that God is with us no matter what
and that we depend on His strength rather
than our own.
We cannot spend all our time on our knees
but it is possible to have prayerful
conversations with Him throughout our day.
I Thessalonians 5:16-18
“Be joyful always; pray continually; give
thanks in all circumstances, for this is God’s
will for you in Christ Jesus”.

Richard Schmidt, Chaplain
Marine Corps League

Auxilary News
HELLO LADIES: The Ladies Auxiliary did not have a meeting (Monday) not enough members present.
Now that January snowstorms are behind us, let’s look forward to Valentine Day and then Spring, I am
calling for March. Be safe out there.
February Birthdays
Joe Ann Amundsen 2nd
Sincerely,
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Peggy J. Landis 502-819-0123 (peggylandis@att.net)

Building Renovations Well Underway
Mary Broussard
Nobody works harder for no pay than our Marine
Corps League volunteers! 21 volunteers logged
461.75 hours over 10 days sanding, painting and
doing the jobs needed to refurbish our new home.
I know there were volunteers and hours I did not
capture. And there were people like Bob Ross
who has a full time job, but still spent countless
hours making numerous calls to get utilities and
other bills switched. I call him our “finder”. He
found the building and continues to research and
recommend things we need and where to get them
free or at a good price. Troy Bowden, our
resident IT geek also works full time, has built our
beautiful new website and FaceBook page.
Jimmy Young built us a two-tiered rolling cart for
hanging chairs at a fraction of the cost of anything
I found online. Russ Stone did all the electrical
work to get better lighting at the corners of the
building, completely rewired the board room and
switches for the stage lighting and numerous other
upgrades. Nancy Wallace was the face of the
Ladies Auxiliary throughout, assisting me in
purchasing and organizing the painting supplies

and making sure volunteers had the right colors in
the right places – that was sometimes a challenge!
Nancy also did much of the painting for main
room doors, foyer doors and kitchen cabinets trim.
And that, my friends, is the tip of the iceberg.
There is not enough space to tell you about
everyone’s contribution so I hit some highlights.
Remember the camaraderie you missed when you
left the Corps? It is alive and well in your
Kentuckiana Marine Corps League. Several of
the ladies from the Buechel Woman’s Club have
visited throughout the process. They are not only
pleased with all we have done, but tell me that it
is far beyond their expectations and cannot wait
for their next meeting so the rest of their members
can see the new home we have created to share.
If you have not had a chance to join us, watch
your email for more work days as we begin the
big clean up and start putting things back in order.
If you don’t have email, let me know you want to
help and I will call you.

Left: Our intrepid electrician Russ Stone prepares for a trip to the attic.
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Middle: Grandpa Mike Maloney and his helper repair floor cracks.
Right: How many Marines does it take to pound a wall!

Left: Otis Phelps rips out old carpeting to make room for new flooring in the conference room.
Right: Bob Cross and C J Wychulis tackle repairs to the entrance foyer.

Left: OK, so we didn’t work nonstop. Big Deal! Got to rest sometime!
Right: “Who was that masked man?” Bob Wolf, Richard Schmidt and Al Broussard sanding
kitchen cabinet doors before refinishing.

BIRTHDAYS FOR FEBRUARY 2016
John Smither III
George Carroll
William Kirby
John Ames
W. Northcutt
Charles Farmer
David Willis
Scott Detrick, Jr.
Warren Diffey
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1
1
1
2
4
5
5
5
6

Richard Taylor
David Miller
Dennis Isbell
Kenneth Reiter
Harold Conn
Clarence Smith
Bruce Pelkey
Donald Bradbury
Arnold Landis

6
6
6
8
10
10
11
14
21

Richard Borders
Bruce Adams
Michael Likens
Norman Preston
Ken Hartlage
Ron Knight
Robert Cato
John Froehlich

21
21
23
24
24
25
25
26

GOOD TO KNOW…………!
RIFLE RAFFLE … The 2016 fundraiser will be the raffle of an M-1 Garand Rifle. Sales will start
as soon as tickets are printed. Senior Vice Commandant C J Wychulis will be coordinating the
effort. The drawing will be held when 1000 tickets have been sold or on 10 November, which ever
comes first.
MEMBER RECRUITMENT INCENTIVE… In addition to the National Marine Corp League’s
incentive outline last month, Det. # 729 offers a new model 1911 .45 cal. ACP pistol to the
member bringing in the most new members between now and year end June 30,2017 . To
qualify, you must recruit at least 5 new members and in the event of a tie, a random drawing will
decide the winner
QUATERLY STATE MEETING IN LOUISVILLE… We are host for the July 15-16 Quarterly State
meeting. The expanded time will offer the opportunity to hold trading for Detachment elected and
appointed officers. It will offer an opportunity to show off our new home. Please step up when
asked to help. Past Commandants Bob Cross and Al Broussard will lead this event.
VETERANS TOWN HALL MEETING…. They are from 5-7 pm at Robley Rex Center. The dates
for the 2016 Veterans Town Hall meetings have been scheduled for the 4 th Tuesday of the last
month in each quarter (March 22, June 28, September 27, and December 27)

KENTUCKIANA DET. #729
MARINE CORPS LEAGUE
MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING
18 JANUARY 2016
The meeting was called to order by Commandant Froehlich at 1900 hours in the usual manner.
All officers were present or accounted for.
All Officers were either Present or Accounted for.
There were four guests in attendance at the meeting. Pat Peers (Vietnam Veteran 1968-70), a
grad of Fern Creek High School, and worked At the Zoo in the Maintenance Department. Danny
L. Plyler (Son of PLM Member Danny Leroy Plyler also attended the meeting and promised to join
the Detachment after the funeral of his father. Danny filled us in on the funeral details for his
father. Danny served in the USMC from 1987 – 1989. Also visiting the Detachment was Charles
Stallard and Ramon Turner (President and Vice President of the Monfort Point Marines Assn).
Minutes: Adjutant Al Broussard indicated that there were no minutes of the December 2015
meeting in lieu of the Christmas Party. No business was conducted.
Paymaster Report: Bob Cross indicated that he is quickly learning the Quick Books program and
gave a report of the three accounts: Building Fund, Gaming Account, and General Account. He
reported that all of the accounts are up and running. Anyone interested in inspecting the books,
please contact our Paymaster and he will provide you with the documents.
Please visit website for full meeting report
Page 6 of 9 Pages

Concealed Carry Defense “From Retention”
Otis Fox
This article pertains to our members who
carry concealed, but it also deserves
attention from those who depend upon lessthan-lethal means for self-defense. The term
“from retention” means that you are deploying
your firearm in such a way that you positively
retain it, or have retention, close to your
body. The alternative firing position is our
normal one, which comes naturally to us at
the range or during dry-fire in the living room:
both hands on the gun, a good sight picture,
and feet firmly planted behind the nearest
cover. “From Retention” is the firing position
you must use when you cannot extend your
arms for an aimed shot. Your assailant is in
your face, and your decision for deadly force
is instantaneous due to your own surprise,
fear, and lack of space and time in which to
retreat.
This brings to mind one of those living room
training opportunities: How fast can we draw
from our normal concealed carry clothing?
How about drawing from our cold weather
clothing? Having settled this for yourself in
the comfort of your own living room, let’s
assume that you at least have the gun firmly
gripped and clear of your clothing. Not fully
extended, but just a good one-hand grip.
Here’s what we’re looking for: Keep the gun
in your primary shooting hand, and keep it
close to your body so that the assailant
cannot grab it. Make the first shot, and then
hang on to your gun, while the assailant is
hurling his body weight against you, and
possibly striking you at the same time. Keep
firing from retention until the threat stops!
Your body position should be as follows: With
your gun drawn, don’t lift the firing hand for
aiming, but rather keep the forearm parallel
with the floor and tuck that elbow into your
waist. While keeping the barrel aligned on the
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threat, simultaneously raise your opposite
hand over your head with elbow slightly bent.
Your non-gun hand should be above and
slightly forward of your face, to ward off a
downward blow. This hand position also
distracts the assailant, and may cause him to
look up at your hand and hesitate. If your
adrenaline permits, shout “STOP!” at the
same time.
Your foot and leg position also comes as a
simultaneous move with the draw. Push your
dominant foot (same side as gun hand)
forward toward the threat with one strong
step, leaning forward with the knee bent and
upper leg directly below your gun forearm.
The other leg should trail straight behind, with
the foot at a right angle to the leading foot.
This gives you a firm stance against another
body shoving into yours. Fire your weapon
with your elbow tucked in; never press the
barrel into the assailant’s body. The action of
your slide, cylinder, or hammer may get
caught on his clothing.
So, this scenario gives us another training
opportunity to explore at the range. What can
you hit – or rather, where does your shot go –
when you fire one-handed from retention?
Please note that this technique is not the “hip
shot” you see in the cowboy movies!
I believe that this technique is very important,
and you should include it in your self-defense
training. In fact, I think it’s so important that
I’m going to issue a challenge to the
Detachment. This will be in effect for the
February Detachment meeting: I will arrive for
the meeting fifteen minutes early. The FIRST
PERSON who can catch me, walk me to the
Commandant’s
podium,
and
correctly
demonstrate the “From Retention” firing
position (empty handed, of course) will
receive my gift of $10.00 worth of half-pot

tickets. You had better get it right on your first
try!

Semper Fi

MARINE CORPS LEAGUE
KENTUCKIANA DETACHMENT # 729
P. O. Box 991367
LOUISVILLE, KY 40269

Marines keep in mind that we are on Facebook. Search in google for Marine Corps League
Detachment 729 and you’ll find links to our website and our Facebook page.
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For a more detailed Newsletter please visit our website at:
http://www.kentuckianamarines.org/newsletters/
SEMPER FI!
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