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Seven year old Patrick Moreschi, a 2nd grader at Saint Margaret Mary
Catholic School enjoys making butterflies from colorful construction
paper. He discovered he could sell them for 25 cents. His mother Erin
encouraged the young creative entrepreneur and posted information
on facebook. Mom asked “what could you do with the money instead
of keeping it for yourself’? A few days before, Patrick had seen his
older brother’s Cub Scout Leader, Commandant John Froehlich, in his
Marine Corps League uniform collecting toys for “TOYS FOR TOTS”. “I
want to give it to TOYS FOR TOTS and give toys to babies, that’s what
I want to do”. Orders started coming in, and Tuesday December 8,
Patrick presented a mayonnaise jar containing $124.00 to the local
“TOYS FOR TOTS” campaign. WLKY-TV carried the story.

The Commandant’s Corner
Commandant John Froehlich
Merry Christmas Marines and Happy New
Year! On behalf of the Board of Trustees and
others in leadership in our League, THANK
YOU for your effort on behalf of the League
this past year. 2015 is momentous in our
Detachment history as the year we
purchased of our long anticipated home.
Much still has to be done and planning and
progress are well under way in.
Now, if you are one of those Marines to
whom the above message really applies, you
can stop reading now and go to the next
article in Web Sergeant Troy Bowden’s
excellent “Hard Charger” newsletter.
This message is to the rest of you
Marines who are “roster Marines” only…… Is
it something I said? My breath bad? What’s
the deal? We need your ideas, skills, man
hours and anything else you might contribute
to keep us the largest and best in Kentucky.
You obviously have pride in membership.
You send in your dues and in many cases
have joined our Life Membership Program!
A lot is going on you might find appealing.



Toys For Tots, starts in early October
and ends in late December. Lots of
jobs.
Honors Detail, rendering rifle salutes,
taps, bagpiper and flag folding service
to our fallen brothers. We probably do
about 40 give or take each year.











Color Guard, for parades and special
ceremonies
Roving Mess, meeting for lunch each
month at different restaurants to
socialize and BS.
Christmas Party and Summer Pot
Luck which can now be held in our
own house and in our own yard. Great
way to meet the rest of the team.
Pistol team, competition against other
Marine teams nationwide. We have
taken several significant trophies in the
recent past.
Plans are under way for computer
classes, concealed carry classes and
any other educational opportunity
where there is interest and we have
the expertise.
And the most important opportunity of
all, for those of you who have seen the
horror of combat, the opportunity to be
around others you can relate to,
people who have been there.

You younger guys, there is a lot of
demands on your time, come see us when
you can squeeze us in. Those with health
issues, if you can travel, call us and we will
try to work out transportation.
The rest of you, start the year right… shut
off that TV on the third Monday each month
and come join us, we need you! Semper Fi!

-- JANUARY UPCOMING EVENTS -BUILDING COMMITTEE 4 January 1830 hrs (Monday) Marine House 3758 Pulliam
ROVING MESS:

12 January 2016 at 1100 King Fish 3021 River Rd, Louisville KY
Please RSVP to Bob LeBlond 502-239-9946 or Email rleblond@aol.com

BOARD MEETING:

13 January 1830 hrs (Wednesday) Marine House

GENERAL MEETING:

18 January 1900 hrs (Monday) Marine House
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Toys for Tots
I was approached by the Mayor and the
Louisville Convention and Visitors Bureau to
come up with the plan to see how
many toys could be collected by the City of
Louisville from residents who would bring the
toys to a central point in downtown Louisville.
After the initial meeting on Wednesday, I had
offers from all sorts of sponsors wanting to
help with collection but I refused the help. I
knew of only one group that needed to take
on this mission - and that was you - THE
MARINES!
Our legacy for the last 240 years speaks for
itself and all of you that participated in that
event by standing out there in the cold at 4th
and
Jefferson
collecting toys was
OUTSTANDING!!!!
We were well represented by the Marine
Corps
League,
the
Marine
Corps
Coordinating Council of Kentucky, and the
Montford Point Marine Association. Bringing
in those toys capped the day off. We even
had Marines walk up and say thank you to us
and even that was phenomenal. You are
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directly responsible for the collection of
6223 toys during the 12 hour period.
I was very proud to see the television
coverage that WLKY has given to us and
YES we have a great partner in them. Two
others that I would like for you to keep in
mind, Margaret's Moving and Storage and
the Petrino Family Foundation. If you have
not been to our warehouse of late, I invite you
all at some time this year or even next year to
come down and see the operation. We are
growing and we are going to make sure that
we take care of the kids in our AOR (Area of
Responsibility).
Best wishes to all of you for a great
Christmas and Holiday season.
Semper Fidelis,
Cletis C Evans
aka Stone Cold Evans
Captain/USMC/Retired
Semper Fi
"Once a Marine, Always a Marine!"

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAPLAIN
Chaplin Richard Schmidt
The Spirit of Christmas
What is it about this time of the year? I
often hear the expression “the spirit of
Christmas”. I see people rushing around
buying gifts and everywhere there are
Christmas decorations. There are
Christmas parties and families coming
together. Have we become lost in the
material world or is there something
more?
But I think the Christmas spirit is
embodied in one word, “ giving”. There
is something very special about giving. It
makes you feel like you have received a
gift yourself. The giving of your time and
your resources for someone you may or
may not know. Like volunteers working in

our churches and communities trying to
make things better for someone else. Like
Toys for Tots which involve thousands of
people helping and giving so that children
can know they are not forgotten. It is
simply an act of unconditional love.
Someone once said that nothing lasts
forever except love.
Let us remember the reason for this
Christmas season as we celebrate the
birth of Jesus, the greatest gift of all.
Isaiah 9:6 For unto us a child is born,
unto us a son is given.
Richard Schmidt
Chaplain MCL
(schmidtr1@bellsouth.net)

Merry Christmas, My Friend
By James M. Schmidt, a Marine Lance Corporal, stationed in Washington, D.C., in 1986
Twas the night before Christmas, he lived all alone, In a one bedroom house made of plaster & stone. I had come
down the chimney, with presents to give and to see just who in this home did live As I looked all about, a strange
sight I did see, no tinsel, no presents, not even a tree. No stocking by the fire, just boots filled with sand. On the wall
hung pictures of a far distant land. With medals and badges, awards of all kind, a sobering thought soon came to my
mind. For this house was different, unlike any I'd seen. This was the home of a U.S. Marine. I'd heard stories about
them, I had to see more, so I walked down the hall and pushed open the door. And there he lay sleeping, silent, alone,
Curled up on the floor in his one-bedroom home. He seemed so gentle, his face so serene, Not how I pictured a U.S.
Marine. Was this the hero, of whom I’d just read? Curled up in his poncho, a floor for his bed? His head was cleanshaven, his weathered face tan. I soon understood, this was more than a man. For I realized the families that I saw that
night, owed their lives to these men, who were willing to fight. Soon around the Nation, the children would play, And
grown-ups would celebrate on a bright Christmas day. They all enjoyed freedom, each month and all year, because of
Marines like this one lying here. I couldn’t help wonder how many lay alone, on a cold Christmas Eve, in a land far
from home. Just the very thought brought a tear to my eye. I dropped to my knees and I started to cry. He must have
awoken, for I heard a rough voice, "Santa, don't cry, this life is my choice I fight for freedom, I don't ask for more. My
life is my God, my country, my Corps." With that he rolled over, drifted off into sleep, I couldn't control it, I
continued to weep. I watched him for hours, so silent and still. I noticed he shivered from the cold night's chill. So I
took off my jacket, the one made of red, and covered this Marine from his toes to his head. Then I put on his T-shirt of
scarlet and gold, with an eagle, globe and anchor emblazoned so bold. And although it barely fit me, I began to swell
with pride, and for one shining moment, I was Marine Corps deep inside. I didn't want to leave him so quiet in the
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night, this guardian of honor so willing to fight. But half asleep he rolled over, and in a voice clean and pure, said
"Carry on, Santa, it's Christmas Day, all secure." One look at my watch and I knew he was right, Merry Christmas my
friend, Semper Fi and goodnight.

DETACHMENT 729 EVENTS
One of the highlights of Toys For Tots was the Motor Cycle Rally held Sunday,
November 29. Here are photos of the event. Talk about “earth shaking”!
Hearing and seeing more than 1,000 motorcycles arriving behind an escort Fire
Engines and Police Cars with sirens blaring and lights flashing, all bringing
toys to several hundred MROTC cadets Marine Corps Leaguers is ……………

BEYOND AWESOME!!!

Seven year old Patrick Moreschi, a 2nd
grader at Saint Margaret Mary
Catholic School proudly displays the
TFT token coin presented to him. He
is already planning next year’s effort.
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Outstanding!

(Note from the Commandant: I didn’t pick the pictures )

AUXILIARY NEWS
HELLO LADIES: Everyone had a great time at the Christmas dinner and enjoyed each
other’s presence, a good time was had by all and the Holiday Spirit filled the room. I got a
very wonderful Christmas card from Scott Jones and his Daughter, thanking the Ladies
Auxiliary for their Christmas gift.
January Birthday
Iris Arnold 13
Sharon Maloney 14
Patty Cross 16
Sincerely,
Peggy J. Landis 502-819-0123
(peggylandis@att.net)

Commandant’s Note: A great big THANK YOU! to
the Auxiliary, especially Nancy Wallace for their
work on the Christmas Party. Saaalute!

Building Committee Report
Bob Ross, Chairman
bross@rosscpas.com

We are getting ready to rent! We have
already completed several tasks. Outside
lighting was upgraded. We are working with
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LG&E to upgrade parking lot lighting. No
rentals are booked for January so we are
scheduling that time for painting interior, front
door, shutters, clean up the landscaping and

make any other repairs/upgrades necessary
to enhance rental potential.
We need the membership for resources and
talents as we get up and running. We need
some “fire teams” to help with things like
mopping floors and putting building in order
after rentals and participating in work days to

mow grass, replace light bulbs or small
handyman jobs. Each team would be sign up
for a specific task or period of time. If we can

Member Incentive: League members and
spouses can earn a $25 gift card of your
choice for referral that beomes rental. Card
to be issued after completion and deposit
returned Renter must use your name when
booked. 1830 square foot Hall comfortably
seats at least 125. There is a stage for a DJ
and a nice kitchen for caterers. Good for
weddings, receptions, family events, baby
and bridal showers. The rental fee is $450
and a $200 refundable damage deposit.
Rental time is 8 hours. Out of courtesy to our
neighbors, rentals must end at midnight.

count on you for joining our work force,
please contact our chairman Bob Ross or any
one of the committee members – Mary
Broussard, John Heffley, Troy Bowden or
Otis Phelps.
Mary Broussard has volunteered to be our
rental agent. Within hours of putting up the
new phone sign on the property, she started
getting inquiries. No firm bookings as of this
date, but rental history shows great potential
for spring through fall.

The fee for members is $200 and a $50
deposit, which is refunded when the member
mops floors and puts tables and chairs in
place.
Call Mary at 267-4776 or email her at
twomarinefamily@gmail.com
for
rental
information or to volunteer.
The Building
Committee welcomes suggestions from our
membership, especially if you have any
talents to share! Come spring, we will have
grass to mow and trim and there are always
going to be handyman jobs.

DUES RENEWAL FOR DECEMBER
Previous Month
DECEMBER
Harris, Kenneth
Turner, Charles

Current Month
JANUARY
Moore, Myrl
Diebold, Walter
Powell, Charles A.

Next Month
FEBRUARY
Alvey, Ray
Fagan, Robert
Hall, Eugene
Jones, Zachery
Schaad, Marcus
Schoch, Edwin
Snyder, Ron
Wells, John

Marines,
We continue to maintain 100% plus membership, but we must look at the real issue that can
make us fall below the 100%. Retention is important. Being active is equally important. If you
are not involved in something, please think about how you can help the Detachment. And by all
means, ask to join in. Toys for Tots a 4 month operation, The Honors Visitation and Rifle Honors
Detail are always looking for a few good Marines, the pistol team is opening up another Division,
and we now have our own building. Things are really looking up!
We continue to do well on Recruiting. But retention is still a sore spot. As of this writing, we
still have two non-renewals from October, 4 from July, and 2 from August, April and February.
Let’s turn to and help us to have that 100% plus by the end of the FY which is only 7 months
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away. We have plenty of potential members in the wings, we just need to get them to a meeting!
Join in and “MAKE A DIFFERENCE”. Al Broussard
BIRTHDAYS FOR JANUARY 2016
Engoglia Frank
Dodson Scott
Simpson, Jr.. Charles
Broussard Mary
Ross
Bob
Bradford Donald
Medley Joseph
Herbert Frank
Wilson Thomas

1
1
5
5
8
10
10
10
10

January
January
January
January
January
January
January
January
January

Sims
Russell
12
Auslander Robert 11
Schmidt Richard 11
Gittings Stephen
13
Bloom Joseph
15
Wells, Jr. John
16
Doss Hugh
21
Peyton John
24
Cease, Jr.. Philip 24
Pyle Marion
25
LaDouceur,Jr.Hank 31

January
January
January
January
January
January
January
January
January
January
January

Marines keep in mind that we are on Facebook. Search in google for Marine Corps League
Detachment 729 and you’ll find links to our website and our Facebook page.
For a more detailed Newsletter please visit our website at:
http://www.kentuckianamarines.org/newsletters/
SEMPER FI!
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