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PLEASE HELP!  

1/3 of our annual budget 

is dedicated to the mail-

ing of the newsletter.  

Receiving the newsletter 

electronically helps us  

save.  

Who Says You Canõt Catch a Break?.... 
     Well Kentuckiana Detachment Commandant Bob Cross and Committee Head 

John Heffley did.  Monday, 1 October 2013, while taking care of Detachment busi-

ness, Mr. Cross and Mr. Heffley decide to stop off at the nearby Krispy Kreme Neigh-

borhood Shop in Jeffersontown.  Seems simple enough discussing detachment affairs 

over a doughnut and a fresh cup of coffee.  However, at exactly 09:11 when they de-

cide to get up from the table and carry on, a red FORD pick up truck drives through 

the front w i n d o w , 

over the table the 

two gentle- men were 

just sitting ( b a r e l y 

miss hitting the gentle-

men them- selves) and 

out the side o f  t h e 

b u i l d i n g .  During the 

s u r p r i s e m o r n i n g 

upset, John H e f f l e y 

found him- self under 

w i n d o w glass and 

the estab- l i shments 

door that Bob Cross 

had just passed through only a second before.  No matter whether believing in God, a 

higher power, fate or karma, our two league members were spared. Our Comman-

dant was not physically harmed and (though will probably be sore for quite a while) 

John walked away with minor cuts, scrapes and bruising.  What happened you ask.  

It seems that when pulling into a parking place the driver hit the gas instead of the 

brake and in doing so almost took out more than their dozen glazed and the front 

and side windows.  To see pictures of the accident and video coverage visit 

www.wdrb.com  or  www.courierjournal.com and search krispy Kreme accident in 

Jeffersontown.   

This monthõs ROVING 

MESS will be at  The 

Corner Café 9307 

New LaGrange Road 

at 1100 HOURS on 8 

OCTOBER .                             

BE THERE FOR                 
FUN, FOOD & FRIENDS.  

The next General Mem-

bership meeting will be 

held on 21 October at the  

VFW Middletown .  The 

meeting will start 

promptly at 1900 hours .  

Please plan to attend.  

A very special thank you to Allen and Nancy Wallace for 

their constant support to the HardCharger, without it distri-

bution of this publication would prove to be difficult. 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE COMMANDANT 

[ Commandant Cross regrets that he was not available for comment for the 

October HardCharger. ] [ In lieu of The Commandantõs Message Hard-

Charger Editor Alison Porter offers this editorial. ] 

 

     I would like to start this editorial by stating on behalf of Commandant Cross, Thank you to all who 

worked and supported the 729 fundraising roadblock on Sunday, 29 September.  Thank you to all who 

turned out at 0800 and 0900 on a Sunday morning and stuck it out for a couple of hours to 1600 and 

beyond.  Thank you to those who stuck around in the rain and to those who had to dry the money in or-

der to count it.  Thank you because without your efforts we would not have collected what we did.   

 

Now for the bad news, 

 

     I as your HardCharger Editor and Bob Cross as your Detachment Commandant have made it very well known, through 

articles, messages and meetings, that it takes more than members but funds to keep a Marine Corps League Detachment 

afloat.  The HardCharger made several attempts to recruit members for our ONE major fundraising mission of the year. 

We stated that members did not have to stay for the entire day, we stated that that a member could bring friends and fam-

ily to help and for those who volunteered, lunch was provided.  Those that volunteered for this one day roadblock was ap-

proximately nineteen individuals. Out of the nineteen, only a few were actually members.  Due to lack of help, at least one 

corner of an intersection had to closed. 

     This roadblock was intended to offset our Detachment s yearly budget.  Our detachment s budget includes; MCJROTC 

Scholarships, donations to worthy individuals and organizations, Veteran Organization and VA Hospital donations, De-

tachment involvement in Honors and Visitation Details, Pistol Team involvement, Newsletter mailings, plus a host of other 

obligations.  Since our budget was not met, that means that cuts will have to be made.  We do not know where these cuts 

will be made at this time.  These cuts will be determined at the next board meeting.  No matter where the cut, we will sure-

ly  feel the pinch throughout the detachment.  

     Please let this be a lesson learned for us all.  We cannot continue to allow the few of our organization to carry the 

weight of our detachment.  When there is a need for participation please step up and help carry the load.  Thank you for 

taking this message to heart and we look forward to seeing more of you at future events. 

COMMANDANT  

 BOB CROSS  

From the Auxiliary President  

Ladies, 

     At our September meeting we decided to cancel the Auxiliary / MCL Picnic due to vacations and the 

weather becoming iffy.  We will discuss planning another picnic in the spring.   

     All gifts collected for the raffle basket will be used for the Christmas Social.  If you have not had the 

opportunity to contribute, please do so at the October meeting.. 

     Mary Klein is now home and undergoing rehab.  Please continue to remember her in your prayers. 

 

 

Nancy                            

AUXILIARY 

PRESIDENT  

NANCY          

WALLACE  
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THOUGHTõS FROM THE CHAPLAIN ð by Chaplain Bill Gividen 

òMOMENTUMó 

 

          Is your momentum carrying you in the right direction?  Are you gain-

ing on your goals and objectives?  Have you stopped to think of what you 

practice in your daily living?  Are you doing your best or is just adequate 

good enough?  To achieve your best requires right decisions.  It entails mak-

ing good choices.  Choices create momentum. Have you stopped to think how 

momentum affects your life?  For example, to allow you to do shoddy work 

one time and then again is to create momentum.  The third time is like an 

avalanche; hard to stop.  And then, with the fourth time on, is virtually guaranteed.  If 

you add the cookies, potato chips, and colas into the shopping cart each week, youõre 

making a poor selection.   Itõs not difficult to put in the fruits and water instead.  Know 

that wrong thinking leads you to poor decisions.  By the same token, right choices and 

decisions build momentum to carry you to even greater successes. Momentum building 

choices become your character.  Done long enough, they Thank God that with a little ef-

fort, you can change your poor choices by making only slight direction changes.  Once 

you have changed momentum of the downward slide, itõs easy to stop the slide.  Make a 

few right decisions and your entire destiny can change.  Most of the time the difference 

between horrible, devastating failure and grand, glorious success is only a miniscule bit 

apart.  Remind yourself of how important each hour and each decision is.  Change your 

momentum to the right and see how it carries you to achievement and success.   

CHAPLAIN  

BILL GIVIDEN  

THE HardCharger PRAYER PLACE  

Please keep these and all others known that are in need of prayer.  

¶ Jimmy and Mildred Trusty  

¶ Libby Dyne  

¶ Bob Donoho 

¶ Mrs. Don Oliver  

¶ Warren and Mrs. Riddle  

¶ Kathleen Drummond  

¶ The Chasteen Family  

¶ Tom Rausch 

¶ Harold Sneed  

¶ Judy Kelley  

¶ Marty Hanse  

¶ Tom Varley  

¶ Jim Gaines (Department Adjutant)  

 

Also keep our Chaplain, Bill Gividen and 

his wife Catharine Gividen in prayer.  

ñññññññññ 

If there is anyone the Prayer Place has for-

gotten, please let the Chaplain know.  
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The General Meeting of the Kentuckiana Detachment 729 was called to order at 7:00 PM on 16 September 2013 at the VFW 

Post 1170, 107 Evergreen Road, Middletown, KY. Chaplain Gividen gave the invocation.  

Senior Vice Commandant John Froehlich presided due to the excused absence of the Commandant who had a death in the 

family and was out of town. All elected officers were present along with 45 members and three guests in attendance. Guests 

included Mr. H. B. Deatherage, the Executive Director and CEO of the Kentucky Veterans Hall of Fame organization and 

Marine George Nosko, former member and Registrar of Brown Mackie College as well as Mr. Ray Negron, the President of 

the Student Veterans of America Chapter from Brown Mackie College.  

There were no applications for new membership at this meeting.  

The minutes of the August 2013 meeting were published in the September Newsletter and there were no corrections or 

amendments to the published minutes. As such, the minutes were approved as published. Sr. Vice Commandant Froehlich 

announced that there would be no Paymaster Reports for the month ending August 31st, and that the August and Septem-

ber Paymaster Reports would be presented at the October General meeting.  

Senior Vice -Commandant Froehlich introduced Mr. H. B. Deatherage, representative of the American Wartime Veterans 

(Veterans/Surviving Spouses) organization who presented an informational discussion and video of the Kentucky Veterans 

Hall of Fame. He ended the program providing all members with applications for nominating members to the Hall of Fame. 

The information was extremely well received by the membership. He urged participation at the first induction ceremony at 

the new Veterans Hall of Fame in Frankfort on March 11th, 2014. It will be a three day event.  Information and applications 

are online at www.kyveterans.org. Our thanks to member Tracy Freeman for lining up the speaker.  

AWARDS: Adjutant Allen Broussard, introduced Mr. George Nosko and Mr. Ray Negron and recognized them with Certifi-

cates of Appreciation to the Brown Mackie College, the Student Veterans of America Chapter and for Mr. Ray Negron per-

sonally, for their efforts to construct a beautiful Flagpole and dedication stone thanking our Veterans for their sacrifices on 

the campus of Brown Mackie College.  

Members inn Distress: Chaplain Gividen detailed the members sick and in distress. He specifically recognized the following 

members who could use our thoughts and prayers. Jimmy and Mildred Trusty, Libby Dyne, Bob Donoho, Don Oliverõs wife, 

Kathy Jones, Chuck Brown, Warren Riddle and his wife, Kathleen Drummond, the Chasteen family, Tom Rausch, Harold 

Sneed, Judy Kelley, Marty Hanse and Tom Varley. Both the Chaplain and his wife Catherine have been under the weather 

and in need of our prayers. Jim Gaines, Adjutant/Paymaster of the Department of Kentucky has also just received a new 

Heart Valve this month.  

Items for discussion included:  

1. Plans for assembly and participation were discussed relative to the Jeffersontown Gas Light Festival. Our thanks to 

Chuck Kimbrel and his crew for donating the participation of the two Military Vehicles to carry our members. Details of 

the event were published at the meeting.  

2. John Heffley discussed the Road Block fund raiser to be conducted on Sunday, 29 September 2013 and encouraged par-

ticipation by all hands to make this event a huge success.  

3. Senior Vice Commandant John Froehlich made a plea for members to step up and participate in their League in any way 

that they can. Following programs are seeking new membership participation. If you can serve on one of these committees or 

programs, please contact the Commandant or the program coordinator. Areas needing assistance area;  

     a. Honors Detail - Al Broussard Phone: 267 -4776 and e-mail at twomarinefamily@gmail.com  

     b. Last Detail Participation: Chaplain Bill Gividen 448 -6774 or b.gividen88@gmail.com  

     c.Membership Committee: Jr. Vice Commandant Ron Snyder at 551 -6342 and dockerss@yahoo.com 

     d. Ways and Means Committee: John Heffley at 955 -5620 or HilndMastr@aol.com  



MINUTES / REPORTS CONTINUED 
Page 5 

     e.Boy Scout Committee: Sr. Vice Commandant John Froehlich at 749 -3278 or johnfrch9014@gmail.com  

4. Birthday Ball was not confirmed at the time of the meeting. As an update, the following info is provided. The Detachment 

has two options:  

     Option 1: The Recruiting Station will be holding their Ball as follows:  

           November 9, 2013 1700 Cocktail Hour, 1800 Ceremony, 1900 Dinner, 2000 Dancing.  

           Location: The Brown Hotel, 335 W. Broadway, Louisville, KY  

           Cost: No yet determined. They need solid reservations before they will have a cost.  

     Option 2: Detachment 1394 Birthday Ball, on November 8, 2013  

           1800 until ???? 

           Location The Holiday Inn in Jeffersonville, IN.  

           Cost: $45.00 per Person ð Prime Rib Meal  

Please contact Commandant Cross prior to 4 October 2013 as the Recruiting Station needs the information relative to the 

number of people participating to determine the cost. Contact info is as follows: mclbcross33@gmail.com or you may call him 

at 543-1889. 

5. Commandant Cross announced during the August Meeting that on October 12, 2013, the VFW will have a National meet-

ing at the Post. Of interest to our Detachment, the Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps and Senator Mitch McConnell will 

be addressing the assembly. We will need to provide the VFW post names and numbers of members wishing to attend. Addi-

tional information will be published next month.  

REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES  

Toys for Tots: Cletis Evans has requested a working party for September 25th to assist in the inventory of toys. Interested 

be at the Salvation Army Christmas Center from 10:00 ð Noon on Wednesday, 25 November 2013. He also indicated that the 

TFT Program for Louisville was recognized as one of the Top 5% Nationally. We congratulate Cletis and the Detachment 

members who helped make that a reality for a job well done.  

GOOD OF THE LEAGUE  

1. It was announced that the next Honor Flight would be coming in at 5:00 PM at Standiford Field on Saturday 21 Septem-

ber 2013. There will be another Honor Flight in October near the end of the month and I will publish when I have a firm 

date. 

2. Whitefield Academy Veterans day Program will be held on Friday, 8 November 2013. Breakfast for all Vets and their 

spouses at 0800 and Program begins at 9:00 AM.  

3. City Veterans Day Parade and Massing of the Colors on Monday, 11 November 2013, info to follow.  

4. Jeffersontown Veterans Day Program will be held on Sunday 10 Nov 2013, also info to follow.  

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM.  

50/50 Draw was won by Hank LaDouceur who donated the proceeds back to the Detachment.  

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM.  

Respectfully Submitted,  

Allen D. Broussard, Adjutant.  
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                            MEMBERSHIP 

EXPIRATIONS         

 

PREVIOUS MONTH (SEPTEMBER)  

 

Hudson, Jr., Thompson  

Reiter, Kenneth  

Fentress, Roger L.  

Garrett, Ronnie E.  

Wilson, Gary M.  

 

CURRENT MONTH (OCTOBER)  

 

Becherer, Kenneth  

Bradbury, Donald  

Cresswell, Jim  

Ford, Thomas  

Mayer, Charles  

Price, Paul  

Simpson, Jr., Charles  

Tenney, Jr., Ed  

 

NEXT MONTH (NOVEMBER)  

 

Bohler, Ken  

Hilton, Steven  

Leist, Bart  

Likens, Michael  

Smither III, John  

Tomes, Aaron  

 

 A note from the Adjutant. As I have mentioned before, January 1st will bring big changes in dues. Reg-

ular annual dues will be increased to $32.00 vice the current $30.00.   Additionally, the Life Member 

dues will bring two changes. The lowest price category of 61 and over for  150.00 will be changed in two 

ways. First the age for the lowest category is being increased to 65 and over and second the price will 

be $200.00.  

 

I cannot say enough. For those whose membership expires in the first few months of 2014, you can save 

yourself a couple of bucks if you pay before December 31st strongly recommend this!  

 

All those over 61 years of age and under 65 years would be wise to òGo Lifetime NOW!ó  Position your-

self to never have to pay annual dues again by going life. But do it before December 31st. MARINES, 

ACT NOW! Remember, you must be a member in good standing to go Permanent Life Member . 

 

   CONGRATULATIONS  

TO THE  

729 PISTOL TEAM!  

Congratulations to the Kentuckiana Pistol Team who brought home several 

awards from the Department meeting in Owensboro on 28 September.  729 

Commandant Bob Cross accepted the plaque awards.  The most prestigious 

award of the day went to our Detachment Chaplain Bill Gividen, Department  

Marine of the Year.  All awards were very well deserved.  

GREAT SHOOTING GUYS!  

&  

CONGRATULATIONS  

CHAPLAIN BILL GIVIDEN!  
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Sun Mon Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

  1 ** 

HOFFMAN, E      

LEBLOND, ROBERT 

BUDIG, GEORGE 

HUGHES, WALKER 

2 ** 

 

 

DEVINE, MICHAEL 

3 ** 

 

 

BUCHANAN, MICHAEL 

4 5 ** 

 

 

FOX, OTIS 

6 ** 

 

 

BROUSSARD, ALLEN 

7 ** 

 

 

PRICE, PAUL 

8 ** 

ROVING MESS 

1100 HRS 

HALL, BRADFORD 

9 

BOARD MEETING 

1900 HRS 

10 ** 

 

 

SMELTZER, PHILLIP 

11 12 ** 

 

 

WESLEY, AUGUST 

13 ** 

 

 

FENTRESS, ROGER 

14 ** 

 

 

RAUSCH, TOM 

15 ** 

 

 

HOAGLAND, HANK 

16 17 ** 

 

 

BARR II, JOHN 

18 19 

20 ** 

 

 

HALL, LEWIS 

21  

GENERAL MEM-

BERSHIP MEETING  

1900 HRS 

22 23 24 ** 

HONOR FLIGHT 

TIME:  TBA 

BECHERER, KENNETH 

25 26 ** 

 

SALYER, WILLIAM 

HEADY, CHRIS 

27 ** 

 

 

BRUNNER, MARC 

28 ** 

 

 

JORDAN, ROBERT 

29 30 31 

HAPPY  

HALLOWEEN! 

  

** IDENTIFY  MEMBER  BIRTHDAYS  

8 OCTOBER  -  ROVING MESS  at Corner Café (9307 New LaGrange Road) AT 

1100 HRS  You must RSVP with  Bob LeBlond to attend as the restaurant needs 

headcount prior to mess.  

 

9 OCTOBER  -  BOARD MEETING at Beef OõBradyõs  1900 HRS. 

 

21 OCTOBER  -  GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING AT VFW MID-

DLETOWN at 1900 HRS.  

 

24 OCTOBER  -  BLUGRASS HONOR FLIGHT (85 Veterans)  TIME :  TBA  

 

31 OCTOBER  -  HAPPY HALLOWEEN!  Make sure to have plenty of candy for 

the kiddos.  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=october+clip+art+calendar&qpvt=october+clip+art+calendar&FORM=IGRE
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HEROES AMONG US  
 

     There were definitely heroes among us at Louisville International Airport on  21 September 2013.  

Approximately one hundred and twenty five men, women and children were present to meet and greet 

the WWII and Korean War Veterans aboard the Bluegrass Honor Flight.  Among the crowd were Active 

Duty military members, members of multiple military organizations and Junior ROTCõs complete with 

Honor Guards.   

      The area on the upper level of the Louisville International Airport from the escalator to the TSA 

Checkpoint was flanked by the children, grandchildren and great grandchildren of the veterans aboard 

the flight complete with small flags, large flags, homemade signs and banners.  Mingled in with veteran 

family members were the surrounding community and those who traveled long distances to have the 

òGreetingó experience. 

      The thirty -five or so veterans that passed through the TSA checkpoint that evening were more than 

happy to greet the awaiting crowd with smiles, handshakes and even tears.  If you have never had the 

chance to have the òGreetingó experience yourself, you are definitely missing out.  You will have the op-

portunity on 24 October.  Please come out and make this moment even more great for these veterans.  

The next Honor Flight estimates 85 WWII and Korean War Veterans.  

     If you have ever been on a Bluegrass Honor Flight please send an editorial to the HardCharger.  At 

this time I know of one of our 729 members who have had this unique experience.  

At this Honor Flight we had four 729 members and two spouses attend.  Letõs try to have a better turn 

out on 24 October.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

                                                             

      

      

      

 

       [ Top Left: W. Marshall, D. Schofield, M.Rice]  

       [ Top Middle: D. Schofield with WWII Vet]  

       [ Top Right: Public with signs]  

       [ Bottom Left: Korea War Vet]  

       [ Bottom Right:  Korean War Vet, sporting Navy  

          And Marine Corps Polo]  
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LISTEN UP!  
 

THIS IS A REMINDER FOR ALL 729 MEMBERS AGE 61 AND OVER.  

This message is for all Kentuckiana members ages 61 and over (and no this is not from Alec Trebek on 

behalf of Colonial Penn).  As of 1 January 2014, the lowest membership cost category of Permanent 

Life Membership will change from age 61 to age 65.  As such, the cost of Permanent Life Membership 

for those 65 and over will increase from $150.00 to $200.00.  What does all this mean?  It boils down to, 

there has never been a better time toé 

GO LIFE!  
If you (those 61 and over) transition into a Permanent Life Membership before the change over date, 

you can still go PLM at the low price of $150.00.  The largest benefit of going PLM is never again hav-

ing to worry about getting behind on your yearly dues.   

 

FOR EVERYONE ELSE, DONõT WORRY YOU HAVENõT BEEN LEFT OUT... 

For everyone who are paying yearly dues of $30.00, look for your dues to increase by $2.00 per year, 

making yearly dues 32.00 per year.  

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

[ Top Left: Don Schofield and granddaughter 

Abby at MCL Roadblock Outer Loop at Pres-

ton]  

 

[Middle Left: John Heffley with employees at 

Roadblock Outer Loop at Preston]  

 

[Bottom Left: John Heffley with employee]  

 

[Top Right: 729 Color Guard (Don Schofield, 

C.J. Wychulis, Allen Broussard and John 

Froehlich) at Jeffersontown Gaslight Parade.]  

 

[Middle Right: Jeffersontown MCJROTC ca-

dets at Gaslight Parade.]  

 

[Bottom Middle: Allen Broussard and C.J. 

Wychulis at Gaslight Parade]  


