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Help us meet our membership goal, 
Please send in your 2009 - 10 dues. 

 

Circulation: If you have not received 
your issue within the first week of each 
month. Notify me for an additional copy. 
 
Submissions:  All members are 
encouraged to participate. Send me 
your requests, comments, articles, 
calendar info etc. that you would like to 
see published. Send any submissions 
to: jd@jdsparks.com  
 
Deadline: In order to insure a timely 
delivery the cut off date is on the 25th of 
each month.  
 
Special Thanks: To Nancy and Allen 
Wallace for preparing and mailing the 
newsletter each month.  Kudos. 
 
 
Editor:            JD Sparks 

502.693.8022 
jd@jdsparks.com 

 
 
SAVE US MONEY:  Please, if you can 
receive via email it will save us money.  
1/3 of our annual MCL budget is for 
mailing the newsletter!  PLEASE, 
save us money. 
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For more information about our 
activities 

Please visit us online: 
www.kentuckianamarines.org  
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Once A Marine!  Always A Marine! 
òThe Hard Chargeró is the official newsletter of the Kentuckiana Detachment #729 

Cut out and give to prospective member! 

Elected Officers 
Commandant:   
C.J. Wychulis  (502) 425-1368  
cwychulis@aol.com 
 
Senior Vice Commandant:  
Louis Lindle  (502) 239-5002  
 
Junior Vice Commandant: 
Bob LeBlond  (502) 239-9946   
rleblond@aol.com 
 
Judge Advocate 
Bob Cross (502) 543-1889 
bcross33@windstream.net 
 
Auxiliary President: 
Mary Klein  (502) 327-0862 
marybklein@insightbb.com  
 

Appointed Officers 
Adjutant: 
Allen D. Broussard  (502) 267-4776 
broussard.marines@insightbb.com 
 
Boy Scout Committee 
Dewey Amundsen, Jr  (502) 239-2683 
 
Chaplain: 
Bill Gividen  (502) 448-6774 
gividen88@hotmail.com  
 
Comptroller/Investment/Audit Committee: 
Bill Klein  (502) 327-0862 
kleinbill@insightbb.com 
 
Paymaster 
Joyce Rogers (502) 367-6985 
sassyred4953@yahoo.com 
 
Sergeant-At-Arms: 
Donald Schofield  
gunny69@insightbb.com  
 
Supply Officer: 
Allen V. Wallace  (502) 245-5615 
 
VAVS Service Officer: 
Bob LeBlond  (502) 239-9946   
rleblond@aol.com 
 
VSO Officer  &  (Devil Dog Contact) 
Gene Hammer  (954) 494-3884 (note area 
code) 
ehammer41@peoplepc.com 
 
Ways & Means Committee Chairs:  
Bruch Kapfhammer (502) 477-2963 
bkapfham@bellsouth.net  
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Newsletter Info 

Marine Corps League 

Kentuckiana Detachment #729 

 

Meet every 3rd Wed, 1900 hrs 
At:  American Legion Hall,  

Highlands 

 

Once a Marine, Always a Marine 

 

All membership questions call: 

Adjutant, Allen Broussard 

502.267.4776 

Broussard.marines@insightbb.com 
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From all reports our abbreviated meeting in 

February was well received and those in 

attendance really enjoyed the presentation 

ñLook for my Pictureò based on the last 

letter home written by Franklin Sousley 

from Iwo Jima. This production was put on 

by the Kentucky Historical Society.  They 

also have a production based on the Viet 

Nam War and I am working with them to 

have that presentation here in late spring or 

early summer due to their busy schedule that 

is the best time frame for them to bring it 

here. 

 

Our Detachment made a donation and the 

members and guests also contributed to the 

Society to help with their expenses and they 

were very appreciative of the generous 

amount donated. 

 

Our United Veterans Motorcycle Rally 

being held on June 6 is now in its prime 

planning stages and we need your help in 

making this a success, this is one of our two 

major fund raisers and it is imperative that 

we make it a success. We are looking for 

door prizes, we need sponsors for the ads to 

be placed on the participants Tee Shirts and 

as usual we need help at the starting and 

ending location.  More information will be 

forthcoming at our regular Detachment 

meeting on March 17. If you have any 

questions or want to sign up to support this 

event call Jason Fessel at 502-541-2099. 

 

Our trip committee is still working hard to 

have a trip to Camp Lejeune in May and 

need to know how many members and 

guests are interested in this trip. Please call 

Louis Lindle  at 239-5002  or Joyce Rogers 

at 367-6985 if you are interested. They need 

at the minimum 40 members/guests to make 

this event successful. Please call or attend 

the March meeting to sign up for the trip. 

Until we get the attendance numbers a price 

per person cannot be calculated. As in the 

past our trips are great fun filled events. 

 

Our Department of Kentucky Quarterly 

meeting will be held in Danville on 

Saturday, 6 March, if you are interested in 

joining us at this meeting you need to call 

Adjutant Al Broussard prior to March 1 so 

he can call in a headcount for the meals. 

Cost per meal is 

t h e  u s u a l 

$10.00. 

 

Spring is just a 

f e w we e k s 

away and we 

are all ready to 

get rid of the 

winter blues, 

we can help you 

do that by 

having you 

at tend our 

March meeting 

and bring a 

p r o s p e c t i v e 

member we 

need to keep 

o u r 

Detachment growing and you are the 

recruiters for this great Detachment 

OOHRAH 

 

Semper Fi! 

CJ 

Commandantõs Corner  -  CJ Wychulis  
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Commandant 

CJ Wychulis 

 

502.425.1368 

 

Cwychulis@aol.com 
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Choose to Believe 

 

 After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, ñDo 

not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.ò 

But Abram said, ñO Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue 

childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?ò And Abram 

said, ñYou have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house 

is to be my heir.ò But the word of the 

Lord came to him, ñThis man shall not be 

your heir; no one but your very own issue 

shall be your heir.ò He brought him 

outside and said, ñLook towards heaven 

and count the stars, if you are able to 

count them.ò Then he said to him, ñSo 

shall your descendants be.ò And he 

believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned 

it to him as righteousness.ïïGenesis 15:1-

6  

 

As we move ahead on our 2010 Lenten Journey, we continue to think 

about the theme: ñChoices and Changes.ò Today we are reflecting on the 

moments in our lives when we choose to believe Godðor not. Our story 

from Genesis is about an ancient Hebrew patriarch. Despite his age and 

circumstances, Abram exhibits tremendous trust in God's Word, faith in 

God's dream, and conviction in God's covenantðdespite what his 

common sense told him. ñHe believed the Lord (15:6).ò 

How many of us today could make the same leap of faith that Abram 

took? How many of us today could disregard our own voice of reason 

and listen to God's astounding voice of promise? When God confronts us 

with the incredible rather than the predictable, what is our first reaction? 

Are there barriers and boundaries that hold us back from believing more 

fully in God? When it comes to living out our faith, may we have the 

courage to choose to believe. 

 

REPORT OF HOURS: 

Total Members Visitation Hrs.  207  *** 

 

Other Hours Chaplain 

12  Funeral Home Visitations 24 

1  VA Hospital Visit   4 

2  Hospital Visits    8 

56  Calls to Funeral Home, Sick, 

Members, I&I, Honor Details  42 

4  Reports   9 

31  Days reading Obits. 18 

10  Cards, sick, Symphony   9 

31 Days updating Honor Book 14 

     Sub Total Extra Duties                    128   *** 

     Grand Total Hours                          335    ***** 

Chaplainôs Corner -  Bill Gividen  -  gividen88@hotmail.com  

The United States Marine Corps, with its fiercely proud tradition of excellence in combat, its hallowed rituals, and 
its unbending code of honor, is part of the fabric of American myth.      ~~ Thomas E. Ricks; Making the Corps, 1997  



 

1st Monday of month: 

Board of Trustees Meeting 

will be at 1900 hours. Mar 1 

Held at the American Legion 

Highland Post #201. These 

meetings are open to all 

members. Only the Board 

Members can vote. For 

further information contact 

the Commandant at (502) 

267-7635.  (Special Date) 

 

Pistol Team Practice 

Finished for the season. 

 

2nd Monday of the month: 

Roving Mess for March will 

be held at Cheddars Cafe, 

10403 Westport  Rd., 

11:AM, Monday March 

8.  Call or email Bob 

LeBlond at 239-9946 or 

rleblond@aol.com.if you 

plan to attend  

 

Quarterly:  

Order of the Devil Dogs 

Meet at the American 

Legion hall on Mar (not sure 

of the date) at 1900 hours.  

Call Gene Hammer for info! 

 

Color Guard, Rifle Honors 

Detail and Field Music will 

NOT Practice at the Fern 

Creek Fire Department 

anymore. Any member 

wishing to be a part of either 

group should contact Bob 

Ebert at (502) 267-6413. 

 

 

3rd Wednesday of the 

month:  Regular Meeting. 

The Detachment meeting 

will start at 1900 hours 

(Promptly), Mar 17.  This 

will be held at the American 

Legion Highland Post # 201.  

All members are encouraged 

to attend. For information 

contact Commandant CJ 

Wychulis at 502-425-1368.  

 

Same night as Det 

Meeting: 

Ladies Auxiliary  in the 

Highlandôs post. 

 

3rd Friday of the month: 

Highland Post Fish Fry is 

served starting at 1630 

hours, Mar 19 The cost is 

$4.00 per person. 

Upcoming Events  -  Marines Proudly Serving Our Community 
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March Pre-Meeting Meal 

$5.00 

 Schnellville Fresh Sausage 

Sauer Kraut 

Mashed Potatoes 

 

Desserts will be available  

for a small charge 

 

FULL CASH BAR  

5:30 ï 6:30  

5-7 

Houseboat Expo, Ky expo ctr 

5-7 

Home Expo, Ky expo ctr 

 

6  

Quarterly Marine Corps 

League meeting, Danville, KY 

With unvailing of the Lt Col 

Anthony Gale Monument (4th 

Commandant of the Marine 

Corps)   
 

9-13 

Big East Championship 

 

14 

SEC Tournament 

 

17  

St Patrickôs Day 

 

17-21 

Dog Show, all breeds 

 

25-27 

Mid-America Truck Show 

 

26 Fat Friday 

28 Palm Sunday 

29 Passover Begins 

30 1st Day of Passover 

 
Get more info on events at: 
http://townplanner.com/cgi-bin/

communities/02-2010-/viewevents/654 

FUTURE MCL ITEMS  

April 9-11 

MCL Central Division 

Conference 

Westlake, Ohio 

 

Oct 14-19, 2010 

Vietnam Moving Wall to come 

to the Florence Government 

Center. 

 

Do you know any Marines that 

are deployed?  This 

organization will send them 

packages, just let them know 

who and where:  

www.SupportOurMarinesInc.o

rg 

March Schedule 

Do you know of an event you 

want in the calendar? 

Email the editor:  

jd@jdsparks.com  

Local Events for March News Flashes: 
 

ð Last Chance to see the 48 War Stories is this month at the Frazier His-

torical Arms Museum.  We may try to coordinate a visit with members.  

Contact Bob Leblond with interest, 239-9946. 

 

ð Are you an NRA member?  Would you like to be a recruiter?  Ques-

tion:  If members are supportive, we could become a recruiter as a detach-

ment and raise funds.  Each person we got to join the NRA would garner 

10 dollars for our detachment.  I have a friend in New England whose 

MCL detachment recruit for the NRA and say they raise significant 

amounts.  We could set up at pro-gun/pro-liberty events to raise money. 

 

ð Marine Corp Jeep for sale.  1955 Willyôs Jeep M38A1.  Fully restored 

and great to look at.  Contact Bob Ross if interested.  502-499-9088. 

 

ð There has been a change in wedding location for Melanie Straussôs 

Wedding: It is now at St. Luke Catholic Church 4211 Jim Hawkins Dr. 

Louisville, KY 40229; Reception to follow in Gymnasium. 

When: Sat. March 20th, 2010 

Time: 1pm-Be there or Be square!   Call her at:  546-4348 

 

ð Are you a business person who uses linkedin.com ?  If so please join 

the ñSemper Fi Networkò largest Marine Network on linkedin. 

 

(If you wish to have something posted, please contact JD) 

mailto:rleblond@aol.com.if
http://www.supportourmarinesinc.org
http://www.supportourmarinesinc.org
mailto:info@kentuckianamarines.org?subject=calendar
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Minutes  -  Detachment News                     (For Feb) 

The February 2010 General Meeting  was called to order by 

Commandant C. J. Wychulis at 1900 hours (7:00 PM) in the usual 

manner on 17 February 2010. 

The meeting was brief due to the program entitled ñLook for my 

Pictureò presentation by the Kentucky Historical Society players.  

There were 47 members and 10 visitors in attendance at the meeting. 

Applications for New Membership:   

An application for new membership was submitted by William 

Schwietzer and sponsored by Dewey Amundsen.  Bill served in the 

USMC from 1961 ï 1963 as an infantry Marine.  He served with the 

1st Bn, 1st Marines on Okinawa, was embarked on the USS Iwo Jima, 

and deployed during the 1961 Cuban Missile Crisis.  He attained the 

rank of Corporal in the USMC before moving to New Jersey where 

retired as a Fire Captain for the City of Rahway, NJ and now resides 

in Louisville, KY.   JR Riggs moved to approve his application for 

membership and it was seconded by Don Chasteen.  Motion carried 

unanimously. 

Awards:  1. J. D. Sparks was presented with a Plaque from National 

Headquarters for being the editor of the Hard Charger newsletter and 

placing first in National Competition at the MCL National 

Convention. 2. Bob Ross received his Permanent Life Member 

Certificate, pin and membership card as our latest PLM member. 

Commandant Wychulis gave a very brief intro to the Museum Theatre Players who presented a 15 minute program entitled ñLook for my 

pictureò, a short play about the raising of the flag with Franklin R. Sousley.  The program was enthusiastically received by the membership.  

After the presentation members had the opportunity to pose with our own Iwo Jima Veteran Wesley Ryan, and the Officers of the Detach-

ment were pleased to pose with Greg Hardison who played the role of Franklin Sousley.   Commandant Wychulis presented a $100.00 dona-

tion to the Kentucky Historical Society coordinator Mike Thomas.  It was mentioned that the players will have a new presentation with a 

Vietnam theme which the Detachment expressed an interest in having the players return for a Detachment performance. 

Senior Vice Commandant:  1,   Louis Lindle announced that the Detachment is looking into a Detachment Trip to Camp Lejuene, NC.  

New member Cletus Evans is currently visiting Camp Lejuene, NC investigating an itinerary for a spring visit to the Marine Base.   Cur-

rently only 17 members have signed up and to make this trip a reality, we would need approximately 45 members (including spouses) to 

attend.  Anyone interested in this trip should contact our Senior Vice Commandant by phone at 502-239-5002.  2.  He also announced that 

he is ordering Blazer Crests from a vendor that would be an alternative to the embroidered Crest.  The Marine Corps League Pocket Crest 

is normally $39.95 and can have up to six lines of personalization (23 characters per line), it fits in the pocket of the Red Blazer and if we 

have 20 members order this crest, the price would be reduced to $34.38.  He has 15 members signed up and paid so we are looking for five 

more members to order the crest.   Adjutant will scan the ad and try to include in the newsletter. 

Junior Vice Commandant:  Bob LeBlond announced the location and time for the Roving Mess for March.  It will be held at the Ched-

darôs Casual Cafe, 10403 Westport Road, Louisville on 8 March 2010 at 1100 hours.  Please contact Bob at 502-239-9946 or by e-mail at 

rleblond@aol.com to give him a head count for the lunch by 5 March 2010. 

Judge Advocate:  No Report. 

Adjutant:    Al Broussard announced the Department of Kentucky Quarterly meeting to be held in Danville, KY on 6 March 2010.   He also 

indicated that there will be a dedication of a monument to the 4th Commandant of the Marine Corps to be held immediately following the 

meeting on the Lincoln County Courthouse Lawn.  He announced that five members had signed up for the event and that we could car-pool 

to the event. 

Paymaster:   Joyce Rogers reported that a complete report would be given at the next general meeting and that an error in the previously 

published pay reports has been rectified and new copies will be made to replace the published reports. 

Report of Officers 

Committee Reports 

Ways and Means Committee:  1.  Jason Fessel announced the date for the Marine Corps League, 2nd Annual United Veterans Rally 

would be held on 6 June 2010 with a 13 June rain date.   It will begin at 2:00 PM at GT Sports Bar & Grill 3701 Hopewell Road, 

Louisville and will end at the GTôs Sports Bar and Gill.  A flyer was passed out with contact information and will be posted in the 

newsletter.  You may contact Jason at 502-541-2099 or by e-mail at Jason@baylorintermodal.com or on the Kentuckiana Detach-

ment website at www.kentuckianamarines.org.  He also requested donations of raffle items and cash.  He asked all members to seek 

$100.00 corporate donations which would entitle them to an ad on the t-shirts. 

Shipôs Store:  Allen Wallace announced that there will be Marine Gear for Sale from the Shipôs Store at all general meetings.  

Please support our Detachment by shopping at the Shipôs Store. 

1.  Commandant Wychulis announced that the next meeting of the American Legion is scheduled for 2 March 2010.  He asked for support of our 

members who will be running for office at the Legion.  Any Detachment member who also holds a membership with the Post is encouraged to 

support both organizations by attending the election. 

2.  Jimmy Oliver asked for the Detachment to support the Friday Fish Fry at the Legion.  Support our brothers who are our Partners in Patriotism by 

attending the fish fry. 

3.  Melanie Strauss issued a general invitation to her wedding which will be held on 20 March 2010 at 1:00 PM.  She will publish the location and 

invitation in the newsletter. 

50/50 Drawing was held and the winner of the $66.00 prize was member Charlie Schroering. 

Commandant Wychulis closed the meeting at 1954 hours. 

My thanks to Bob Cross for taking the January 2010 minutes in my absence. 

Respectfully Submitted,  Allen D. Broussard Adjutant  Kentuckiana Detachment 

Good of the League 

mailto:rleblond@aol.com
mailto:Jason@baylorintermodal.com
http://www.kentuckianamarines.org/
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Governor Beshear signs legislation to benefit Kentucky Veterans - Feb 18, 2010 

Governor Steve Beshear today visited the VFW 

Post 4075 in Frankfort to sign into law House 

Bills 14 and 75, two pieces of legislation that 

will benefit Kentucky veterans. 

ñKentuckians are in far-flung places of the 

world, facing danger and keeping safe those 

who dream of freedom and peace,ò said Gov. 

Beshear. ñ Kentucky ôs military men and 

women have an unparalleled reputation for 

courage and commitment. We can never fully 

repay such service. But we can make decisions 

to show in tangible ways our gratitude.ò 

HB 14, sponsored by Rep. Charles Siler, of 

Williamsburg, allows for permanently and to-

tally disabled veterans who are citizens of Ken-

tucky to stay at Kentucky state parks for up to 

three nights per year at no cost, subject to space 

availability. 

ñ Kentucky has top-notch parks built around 

some of the most beautiful landscapes in the 

nation,ò said Gov. Beshear. ñThis small gesture 

makes that beauty available to those who have 

given so much to this state.ò 

 ñWhen the state uses our troops, they should 

take care of them,ò Rep. Siler said. ñIt is the 

right thing to do.ò 

 ñWe must always strive to honor those brave 

men and women who have sacrificed so much 

to our Commonwealth and our country,ò said 

Sen. Elizabeth Tori, of Radcliff.  ñThis legisla-

tion is but a small token of our appreciation.ò 

HB75, sponsored by Rep. Mike Cherry, of 

Princeton , amends current state government 

personnel statutes to provide a preference to 

veterans and codifies the language in an exist-

ing emergency regulation issued by Gov. Bes-

hear.  

ñThis legislation is a recognition of their sacri-

fice, but it also benefits taxpayers,ò said Gov. 

Beshear. ñWe are all better off for having more 

veterans in state government.ò 

 ñEvery so often in a legislative career a bill 

comes along of particularly personal interest as 

well as importance.  HB 75 is such a bill for 

me,ò said Rep. Cherry. ñAs a 27-year active 

duty veteran, I understand that sometimes in the 

employment market, a military personôs service 

time can be overlooked.  This bill makes sure 

that doesnôt happen in Kentucky state hiring.  It 

ensures that state government employees are 

aware of an applicantôs military service and that 

the applicant is given the opportunity to sell his 

or her skills through the interview proc-

ess.  This is another way of saying thank you 

for what you do or did for our service men and 

women.ò 

 ñOne of the best things we can do for our vet-

erans is to offer them the opportunity to work,ò 

said. Rep. Tanya Pullin, of South Shore. 

ñTaxpayers will benefit from the additional 

military training, organizational skills and ex-

perience our veterans have to offer.ò 

 Without passage of this law, Kentucky would 

be one of only two states that do not have some 

form of active veteransô preference. 

The two bills were unanimously passed by both 

chamber of the General Assembly before being 

delivered this week for the Governorôs signa-

ture. 

Richard Eugene 'Dickie' Wise, USMC Vet-

eran 1974-78, 2nd MAW, Ordinance Chief 

F-4 Phantom II Squadron, passed away 15 Feb-

ruary 2010 at the Louisville VA Medical 

Center.  He was 53 years old when he died of 

complications from diabetes. 

Although he grew up on the next street from my 

home and was a close friend all  

through school, I graduated the year before he 

did, we had gone separate ways and  

hadn't seen each other since the mid-1980s.  His 

father was my English teacher in  

my Junior and Senior years.  A tough old Ko-

rean War Navy Veteran, I requested 'mean'  

old Mr. Wise for my teacher because he didn't 

screw around.  He was a teacher that  

made student learning a priority, regardless of 

the method he chose.  I believe he  

would've made a fine U.S. Marine Drill Instruc-

tor! 

Dickie seemed to like what I did and followed 

suit many times.  I enlisted into the 

Corps in Oct. 1973, he in March 1974.  I had a 

1969 el Camino, he got himself a '73.   

Mine was a dark metallic green, his metallic 

blue.  The last time I saw him was  

just before Susan and I moved from the Louis-

ville area to just south of Glasgow in 

1984.  We had both stopped to gas up our vehi-

cles at a convenience store, I had  

moved on to my first CJ-7 but he still had his el 

Camino.   We shook hands and  

parted ways.  Never saw him again, although I 

did think of him quite often and had 

done some on-line searching for him. 

We had the same recruiter, SSgt Kenneth T. 

Gremillion, Austin, TX and he was a  

3rd Battalion Parris Island alumni.   He got to 

work with aircraft though, I got to  

work on ancient, contrary, ground-to-air tele-

comm gear.  He was stationed at Cherry  

Point (one of the bases I had tried to get orders 

to), I got 29 Palms.  He was an  

ordinance chief in an F-4 squadron.  His job 

initially was to load bombs onto the  

aircraft.  He made it to ordinance crew chief 

where he supervised the loading of  

bombs onto F-4 Phantoms.  That got him into 

some real trouble once. 

Marine Pilots, if in the aircraft when ordinance 

is being loaded, are to keep both of  

their hands held up and visible to the ordinance 

crew chief.  If the pilot drops one or  

both of his hands, the ordinance chief yells 

'CLEAR!' and the ordinance crew runs like  

hell to get away from the aircraft in case the 

pilot accidently punches the wrong  

thing and drops the bombs that have just been 

loaded. 

A Marine Major, an F-4 pilot that must've had 

crabs or something, kept dropping his  

hands.  Dickie cleared everyone out from under 

the aicraft twice.  The third time, 

after clearing out the crew, he climbed up onto 

the aircraft and planted his fist into  

the itchy crotch Major's face.  That cost him a 

stripe and put a real damper on his  

Marine Corps spirit.  He just wasn't the same 

after that. 

His squadron, I can't remember which one now, 

was the only one in the Corps with  

two air kills in 1976, both U.S. Navy A-4 Sky-

hawks.  One was warned to stay out of  

an area Marine F-4s were firing dummy Side-

winders but chose to get in too close. 

Even though the Sidewinder's didn't have live 

warheads, they were more than enough  

to wipe out an A-4's engine.  Splash one flying 

squid! 

Same thing happened a few months later some-

where around Puerto Rico I think. 

Another Navy Skyhawk chose to check out the 

business end of a U.S.  Marine  

Phantom II and also got knocked out of the 

sky.  Slash the second Navy A-4. 

Fortunately, none of the 'Flying Squids' were 

seriously injured but they did gain a  

healthy respect for MARINE AIR, something 

even some USMC 'Grunts' have yet to  

learn. 

Saepe Expertus, Semper Fidelis, Fratres 

Aeterni  Dickie, sure wish now that we had  

been able to stay closer.  I think of some of the 

crazy stuff we did back when we 

were kids, the others guys we knew and grew 

up with.  RIP Brother. 

SF,  Tony Glass 

Eulogy - Richard Eugene ôDickieõ Wise - Submitted by Tony Glass 
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To:  18th Annual Frankfort Ave Easter Parade 

When:  April 3, 2010, 11:30 

Where:  2822 Frankfort Ave ï St Markôs Episcopal Church.  Parade travels from Stiltz to Halderman 

Who:  Scouts and Leaders to march in honor of the 100th Anniversary of Boy Scouts.  Boys and Scout masters should wear 

their uniforms. 

Who:  Also all Marines and Marine Veterans. 

 

Parking is minimal, please come early.  It is suggested to have a vehicle parked at both ends of the parade route. 

As a unit, sign up in front of St. Markôs Episcopal Church  

Line up in front of crescent hill Baptist church at 11AM 

 

Scouts, bring your United States flags, troop, pack and den flags.  Make and bring flags and banners regarding the scouts 100 

Anniversary.  Practice marching as if your unit is in the parade.  It would be great if we could get 100 (or several hundred) or 

more scouts and leaders to walk in the parade this year.   

 

Ms Phillips, coordinator, says:  ñI have a son that had walked in this parade since he was a tiger cub.  After receiving his eagle 

scout award in 2008, he left for the United States Marine Corps basic training.  It will be fitting to have the USMC Veterans 

and current Marines to walk with the scouts this year in celebration of 100 years of scouting.  The Marine Corps League mem-

bers will wear their red coat uniforms or possibly Marine gear if they donôt have a uniform. 

 

We are working with the Marines to possibly get Marine Veterans and their military vehicles to walk with the 

scouts.  Anyone with a vehicle (Military or otherwise Marine related) that would help us by driving it in the parade, please 

contact Dewey or JD.  Any questions should be sent to Marine Corps League Boy Scout contact:  Dewey Amundsen at 502-

239-2683.  

You Are Invited - Support the MCL and Boy Scout Relationship at Easter Parade 

Chuck Kimberlð502-417-6450 

Does premium remodeling and new construction, both 

residential and commercial.  I have done projects with 

values over two million dollars.  I have great references, 

insurance, etc.  

 

JD Sparks - 502-693-8022 

Teaches Concealed Carry.  I donôt have regular classes, 

but if I have 5 or 6 + people interested I will plan a class 

around your schedule.  I will have a class come mid-

March. 

 

Sparky Sparks (JDôs Father) - 502-727-3056 

Does Computer Repair and training.  He will fix most 

standard computer issues and can even train you on the 

computer if you are a novice.   

 

YOUR FREE AD HERE  
Just email me your info  

1/22/2010 
 

Mr. Vic Staffieri 

LG&E 
E-On U.S 

220 W. Main St. 

Louisville, Ky. 40202 
 

On behalf of the Kentuckiana Detachment #729 we want to thank you and the 

LG&E Retired Employee Organization for their generous donation of both cash and 
toys at your annual Toys for Tots program on 9 December 2009. 

 

Since their involvement in this program we have received donations of over 6800 
toys and an additional contribution of over $7100 in cash that enabled us to pur-

chase additional toys. 

 
The Salvation Army is our disbursement agency for the distribution of the toys they 

not only allow us to use their facility for a staging area they also do the screening of 

the families to ensure that the deserving families receive the appropriate toys based 
on the age group of the family. 

 

We also want to give a special thank you to Sarah Beirne (aka The General) and 
her committee for their extra effort in making this special event possible. The old 

saying that states ñNo man stands as tall until he stoops to help a childò certainly 

holds true for your great company and its employees. 
 

Thanks again and hopefully we will work together again in the future to continue 
this great charitable program. 

 

Semper Fidelis 
Dewey Amundsen 

Want to post something in this section?  Just email JD 

your brief description and contact info. 

This section is for personal news, offering of services, 

requests for people to attend eventsé anything that is 

reasonable and legal.  Semper Fi 

Marines Helping Marines 
Copy of recognition letter sent to LG & E for their support 

of the MCL 
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Seasonal thanks 

As advisory board chairman for The 

Salvation Army, I want to thank the 

Louisville community for an awesome 

display of generosity. 

The Salvation Army Angel Tree provided 

gifts of new clothing and toys to 12,712 

children at Christmas. 

The Marine Corps League Toys for Tots 

worked alongside us and provided more 

than 48,000 toys -- toys given by people 

who just wanted to be sure no child would 

have to endure a Christmas without gifts. 

People learned of the needs from our 

media partner, WAVE-3 television, which 

donated air time and production for Angel 

Tree. It also helped raise over $117,000 for 

"forgotten angels." 

The Kroger Company customers donated 

money for almost 6,000 food gift cards for 

Angel families. Kroger and other stores 

allowed our kettles and bell ringers outside 

their stores, where more than $488,000 

was raised, a record-breaking amount for 

the Salvation Army in Louisville. In tough 

economic times, people cared enough to 

help others who are hurting. Thousands of 

volunteers gave their time for the same 

reason. 

Now The Salvation Army locally is 

supporting efforts of recovery in Haiti with 

donations from Louisville. At a recent 

telethon at WAVE-3, $60,000 was pledged 

to help the people of Haiti. 

Thanks, Louisville, for all you do to help 

The Salvation Army meet the ever-

growing needs. We ask everyone "please 

don't forget" The Salvation Army is 

serving 365 days in Louisville this year. 

T. HUNTER WILSON 

Louisville 40213 

Reproduced with permission of the 

copyright owner.  

h t t p : / / p q a s b . p q a r c h i v e r . c o m /

courier_journal/access/1969620831.html?

FMT=FT&FMTS=ABS:FT&type=current

&fmac=a8a076d4ec17a2e228f233ede85fd

3 f c & d a t e = F e b + 2 3 %

2C+2010&author=&pub=&desc= 

Letter to the Community - Courier Journal  - Submitted by Bob Cross 

Custom Badges For Unit -  Call for Orders ASAP! 

Proudly Display This Pocket Crest Wherever You Go.  SVC Louis Lindle is 

trying to get 20 (I think he has 15 currently) members to purchase and we 

can get them for about $34.00 each.   (reg $39.95) 

 

¶ Ideal for Recognition at Events & Functions 

¶ Clear Plastic backing to let the emblems stand out 

¶ Easily Slips into the pocket of a suit jacket or 

dress shirt 

¶ 2 plates with up to 3 lines of personalization 

¶ Sold Only to Active or Honorably Discharged 

Marines 

¶ Lifetime Warranty on ALL Components 

 
If interested, contact Senior Vice Commandant:   Louis Lindle  (502) 239-

5002é ASAP.  If you want to see the site:  http://www.marinecrest.com/  

Swearing in of new member:  

Bill Schweiter  

ðððð-  

Wesley Ryan with Iwo play-

ers and display 
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I Was There Last Night - Gary Jacobson (Feb 2010) 

"When was I in Vietnam?"  

You ask a normal appearing man 

Hiding behind civility's mask 

Reminding him of that vile war 

The war gentle folk just abhor 

Hey, man. I was there just last 

night 

Haunted still by memories yet 

giving me fright 

Ferociously fighting macabre foes 

with fevered might. 
 

Hey man, I remember too well 

My time in hell  

I was just there last night 

Again patrolling the park till dawns first light  

Again riding steel horses to that bestial ogre war 

That great whore 

That took so many young lives 

Cutting hearts out of families with a thousand knives. 
 

Yes, I was just there last night 

In the Nam once again fighting that awful fight 

To the depths of my soul feeling war's cankered bite 

Still feeling all round the dying é Still crying 

Feeling again the piercing shrapnel wounding 

Reliving barbed wire terrors of a terrible past 

Gory blood and death of the warrior's blast 

The Nam still taking lives é but not the bloody last. 
 

Yes, I was just there last night 

Every night I fight again the valiant fight  

Every day and night for forty years 

Again and againé Reliving beaucoup tears 

Reliving the pain.  Reliving constant fears 

I go to bed with it. I wake up with it 

Memories too painful 

The sense of loss too awful. 
 

I was just there in the Nam last night 

Again contending for the blessed right 

Guess I'll wear war's memories the rest of my life 

So might as well get used to grotesque strife 

During sex with my wife. 

On my way to work this morning. 

Over my lunch hour. 

Yeah, I was there. Ain't it a freakin' despair! 
 

People say I'm not the same man 

Who went to sweet-and-sour Vietnam 

I changed when death was with us all the time 

Because we were in the business of death's rhyme 

Now I don't let anybody get too close to me 

Not my wife é not anybody 

I can't afford friends, you see 

It's too risky when friends die too easily. 
 

 

 

DON'T GET 

CLOSE TO PEO-

PLE WHO ARE 

GOING TO DIE  

Veterans know, you 

hurt when they die 

Death leaves a hole 

in your heart, I'll tell 

you no lie 

You see their faces. You see their haunting eye 

Their death so real it haunts the mind. 

Obsessions with death linger long, bitterly unkind 

When dying is that real 

When kill or be killed is the Devil's deal 

Friends in combat become a real liability 

I can't afford 'em mid war's grim adversity.  
 

Nam's rotting jungle fragrance clogs my nostrils 

Every night reeks of imminent danger perils 

Every night so thick I can taste it 

Every night so I'll never forget it 

In the dead of night it calls to me 

It obsesses me é Beckons me 

Every night I still hear boys é brothers 

Screaming for their mothers. 
 

Yes, I was just in the Nam last night 

So I make sure my house is secure and tight 

Guarding the perimeter of my yard patrolling 

Never sleeping é watching é always waiting 

Preparing for the coming attack 

I still guard my back 

Death more real each time you cheat it gypping 

To be shot at and missed sends adrenaline rushing. 
 

When were you in Vietnam? 

Hey, man. I was there just last night 

Lost again in the cruel war's insanity 

Trying again not to lose touch with my humanity 

Remembering a kid with power over life and death 

War gives him with fated breath 

Despite all he's been taught 

Despite what loving parents wrought 

Liking too much the killing power strangely thrilling  

So when he's just lost a friend 

Angry, frustrated and scared no end 

He's determined, "Some asshole's gonna pay today!" 

The thought scares me. Because it's still happening today. 

Keeps me awake every night 

Staring at the ceiling with awful fright.  
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It is most difficult for those of us at the Scott Vallely Soldiers 

Memorial Fund to learn that we have now lost 1,000 of our finest 

in the Afghanistan theater of war. No words can ever soften the 

blow when someone hears of the loss of their child, brother, 

spouse, friend, neighbor, and loved ones. 

May their soul be embraced in heaven; may we never forget them 

in our lives. For they have given the ultimate sacrifice for we 

Americans. Please take a moment to ponder this and all deaths, 

along with all the wounded, and their families here at home. 

Here is the story at the NY Daily News: 

BY STEPHANIE GASKELL 

NY Daily News 

The U.S. death toll in Afghanistan has reached a grim milestone 

ï 1,000 American troops have been killed since the war began 

nine years ago. 

And that number is expected to rise as the largest military offen-

sive since the fall of the Taliban continues in Helmand province 

in southern Afghanistan. 

Twelve U.S. Marines have been killed in the province since Op-

eration Together began on Feb. 13 in the Marjah district, accord-

ing to the Pentagon. 

The offensive is expected to last several more weeks as 15,000 

U.S., NATO and Afghan forces push out the Taliban in heavily 

mined, poppy fields. 

Gen. David Petraeus, head of U.S. Central Command, warned 

that more casualties are expected. 

ñThese types of efforts are hard, and theyôre hard all the time,ò 

he said. ñI donôt use words like óoptimistô or ópessimist.ô I use 

órealist.ôò 

Military leaders hope the operation will turn around a war that 

has only worsened in the past two years. 

Officials said 54 U.S. troops have been killed in Afghanistan so 

far this year, compared to just eight in the same time period in 

2008. 

Last year was the deadliest year for U.S. troops in Afghanistan 

since the war began ï 316 soldiers were killed in action. 

Thatôs more than double the previous year when 155 soldiers 

died. 

In Iraq, eight U.S. troops have died this year bringing the total to 

4,378 since the war began in 2003. 

 

 

Story from my friend Scott Vallelyôs Soldier Memorial Fund site: 

http://soldiersmemorialfund.org/ 

We Have Now Lost 1,000 Warriors in Afghanistan 

If you've got them by the balls, their hearts and minds will follow -- Theodore Roosevelt was asked by 

an aide, Lt. Douglas MacArthur, in 1906 "to what he attributed his popularity." Roosevelt said, "To put 

into words what is in their hearts and minds but not in their mouths." "'Hearts and minds' later became a 

slogan of sorts, as what had to be won in Vietnam." "Safire's New Political Dictionary" by William 

Safire (Random House, New York, 1993). Page 716.  According to a new reference just purchased 

today, Charles "Chuck" Colson, President Nixon's general counsel, had a plaque in his office with that 

saying. A former Green Beret had "that plaque made up, then gave it to him because he thought this 

saying applied to his work in the White House." One possible origin "is a Vietnam-era congressional 

debate in which a liberal Democrat pleaded for programs designed to 'win the hearts and minds of the 

downtrodden.' Hawkish Rep. Mendel Rivers (D-S.C.) responded, 'I say get 'em by the balls and their 

hearts and minds will follow.' It's doubtful that this rejoinder began with Rivers, however. It certainly 

didn't begin with Charles Colson. Verdict: Author unknown..." From "The Quote Verifier: Who Said 

What, Where, and When" by Ralph Keyes, (St. Martin's Griffin, New York, 2006),  Page 8. 

If youõve got them by the balls, their 
hearts and minds will follow.  

 
                                            ~ Theodore Roosevelt 

Member Bob Ross receiving Life 

Membership Certificate 

http://www.nydailynews.com/news/world/2010/02/23/2010-02-23_grim_milestone_in_afghan_war_1000th_us_soldier_killed.html
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Detachment Statistics:    

Membership Report:    

Total Number of Members 364 93 %  (28 of 364 are 

delinquent) 

% of Goal Achieved 

PLM Members 192 336 Total Paid Members 

Associate PLM Members 2 28 Total Unpaid Members 

Regular Members 160 36 Annual New Member Goal 

Regular Associate Members 10 31 New Member for FY 2010 

Honorary Members 0 91.4 % % of Annual Goal Achieved 

Annual Renewal Goal 100 %   

Member Information           Feb 2009 

Member Dropped for 1 year inactivity:  Jeanne Miller 
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Memberships Expiring in:  (Data reflects renewals received 

as of 25 Feb 2010)    - layout:   date, year, number of members 

Feb 2010 

How to contact 
MCL National: 
Marine Corps 

League - National 
Headquarters 

Post Office Box 
3070 Merrifield, VA 

22116 
(800) 625-1775 
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MCL 

Officers with 

History 

Museam Re-

enactors with 

Iwo Jima 

Veteran, 

member 

Wesley Ryan 

Memberships Expiring 

Mar 2010 

Mar 09 3 Apr 3 May 5 Jun 1 

Jul 2 Aug 1 Sep 2 Oct 3 

Nov 1 Dec 4 Jan 3   

Incorporated by an act of Congress in 1937, the Marine Corps 

League perpetuates the traditions and  

spirit of ALL Marines who proudly wear or who have worn the 

eagle, globe and anchor of the Corps. 

 

 

SAVE US MONEYé 

Get your newsletter 

via email! 

Last Name First  Birthday 

Bertrand Earl 3 

Hawkins Donald 4 

Steadman Wyatt 4 

Ratterman Emmett 6 

Nowak William 6 

Baron Al 8 

Brown Chuck 9 

Glass Anthony 10 

Vaughn Larry 10 

Rose Leo 12 

Mangold George 12 

Unger Robert 13 

Hilton Steven 13 

Goodyear Edward 14 

Reker Wm. 14 

Horne Andrew 15 

Maloney Michael 16 

Shaughnessy John 17 

Sechrist Rick 17 

Rosenthal Bernard 18 

Rose Jack 18 

Cross Robert 20 

Sparks James 22 

Marasa Nicholas 24 

Barton Otho 25 

Wright Gregory 28 

Hankins Steven 28 

Herrick Brian 29 

McDonald Donald 29 

Schulz Thomas 30 

Brown James 30 

Albright, Eugene 
Bailey, Joseph 

Barcenas, Ricardo 

Cuzzart, Danny 
Dorsett, Stephen 

Fante, Dennis 

Gray, Terry 
Grzeskowiak, Bill 

Hagan, Lynn 

Hankins, Steven 
Lapp, John 

Noonan, John 

Renfro, Tonnie 
Riddle, Warren 

Sechrist, Rick 

Smith, Douglas 
Wright, Gregory 

Wyatt, Roy 

Hall, Douglas 

Koenig, Richard 

E. 

OôLeary, Patrick 

Saksefski, Leslie 

Schraer, William  

New Life Members:  Bob Ross, Jim McNay, Bob Cross 
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LET US ALSO REMEMBER THOSE OF OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS WHO PASSED AWAY THIS FISCAL YEAR July 2009 ï  June 2010.  THEY 

ARE SORELY MISSED AND WE SHALL ALWAYS REMEMBER THEM IN OUR HEARTS.  

Rest in Peace Marines.   There is a place in 

heaven for you, you have served your time in 

Hell!  

JIM HEINE (3 July 2009) 

Colleen Pittman (26 Jul 2009) ï Auxiliary Member  

CHARLES H. WILT JR. (28 Sep 09) 

HARMON PITTMAN ( 1 Oct 2009)  

CALDWELL BURNETTE JR. (17 Oct 2009) 

BARBARA ALICA -RUTAN (2 Dec 2009 

PAUL S. AULBACH (PLM Member ï 8 Jan 2010)

ROY L. LILLPOP (PLM Member ï 24 Jan 2010)  

Schwietzer, William  Recruited by Dewey Amundsen.  Bill served in the USMC from 1961 ï 1963 as an infantry Ma-

rine.  He served with the 1st Bn, 1st Marines on Okinawa, was embarked on the USS Iwo Jima, 

and deployed during the 1961 Cuban Missile Crisis.  He attained the rank of Corporal in the 

USMC before moving to New Jersey where retired as a Fire Captain for the City of Rahway, NJ 

and now resides in Louisville, KY. 

Welcome Aboard to our newest members! 

Memberships Expiring:   Data reflects renewals received as of 26 February 2010.  If you have sent your dues in after 

that   date, it will be run on the next transmittal. 28 delinquent members is an improvement from last 

  month but everyone can help lower this number by renewing as soon as you receive your invoice 

  from national.  Letôs keep our membership growing by a better effort at retention over this 

  fiscal year 2010. 
 

Recruiting Information  We have established a new goal this year of 36 new members.  This provides for sufficient 

  cushion to keep pace with losses which generally occur during a fiscal year and still sustain 

  growth for the Detachment.  Let us all get out there and make a goal for ourselves to each recruit 

  one new active member during FY 2010.  As of February 26st, 2010 we have attained almost 

  91.4 % of our goal.   Great job and letôs keep looking for those valued members!  Only 5 more to 

  attain our mission this year and 5 months to go! 

  Surely we can find ten new members during that time!!! 

 

IF YOU ARE ONE OF THESE MEMBERS - PLEASE GET YOUR RENWAL IN.   Semper Fi Marines! 

Amundsen, Dewey (1) Schwietzer 

Cross, Bob  (3)  R. Taylor, Angell, Hays 

Crump, Tom  (13)  Shano, Eisert, Steadman, Belanger, Brindley, James Davis, John Davis, 

 Dietrick, Larry and Susan Hedges, Plyer, Steele, Thompson 

Fox, Otis  (1)  Pope 

Greenwell, Don (1) Domine 

Hammer, Gene (1) Woods 

LaDouceur, Hank (1) Schultz 

Peyton, John  (1)  Shelburne 

Rogers, Joyce  (1)  Barton 

Sparks, J. D.  (1)  Kimbrel  

Unger, Bob  (1) Zeller 

Wallace, Allen  (2)  McDonald, Willey 

Wychulis, C. J.  (1)  Bemis, Schwendau, Evans 
 

Total New Members this FY-    (31)   (91.4% of our annual Goal!) 

Recruiting Report  (FY 2010  -  1 July 2009 to 30 June 2010) 

In Memoriam 2009-10 
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Phone: 502.267.4776 

Email:  info@kentuckianamarines.org 

Marine Corps League Kentuckiana Detachment #729 
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Marine Corps League  ï  for all Marines and 
FMF Corpsman 

Dated Material and News Read Immediately 
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Application for Membership 
 
Name ________________________________________ Service or SSN# ________-________-_________ 

Street _________________________________________________________________________________ 

City_______________________________ State_______ Zip_______________ + 4 ___________________ 

Date of Birth _________________ Date of Enlistment/Commissioning ______________________________ 

Date of Discharge / Separation / Retirement ___________________________________________________ 

Rank at time of Discharge _________________________________________________________________ 

Home Phone __________________________ Other ____________________________________________ 

E-mail _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Type of Application -   (  ) New Member $30 -   (  ) Renewal $30 -   (  ) Associate $30 

 

Life Membership (Must have current year dues paid to apply for life) 
Age:   > 61 = $150,    51 ~ 60 = $300,    36 ~ 50 = $400,    < 35 = $500 

 
I hereby apply for membership in the Kentuckiana Detachment #729 and have enclosed $30 for one year's membership 
which includes a monthly newsletter and the quarterly Marine Corps League Magazine.  I hereby certify that I have 
served as a U.S. Marine (or FMF Corpsman) for more than 90 days (exception for Associate Member); that the character 
of my service has been honorable and if discharged, I am in receipt of an honorable discharge/service verifiable upon 
request. (Ver.08) 
_______________________________                                          ___________________________________ 
(Sponsor - where applicable)                                    (Applicant's Signature) 
 

CORE VALUES:  Honor, Courage and Commitment.  Once a Marine, Always a Marine! 

Weõre on the web: 

www.kentucianamarines.org 

Mail to:  4500 Dakin Court 

               Louisville, KY 40299 


